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THE TABLOID 

Christian Dior’s biggest 

moment 


NEWS 


The nanny 
A^ho could face 
a murder charge 


CfRISTIAN'WOlJMAR 

Vtestminster Cwrespwident 

Acduncflnm^atightly Anif group 
ofXabooT polhiciazis, twaofwjioiD' 
are front immeis to a paiiia- 
mrataiy. fay-electioii, has. been 
strong crilicfaed by the Hiffricf Aii- 
(fiier ovtfjunk^ e^»enses,and '‘in* 
approynate'* ^ts and ho^ntaliiy. 

' ^e criticisins are an embanasa- 
mepttoTbnyHairbecansgfhiy Hiwrt 
Nw Labpiu^s frnage a«H le wm e L t 
tbea^ecaeoftdd^sbkmed town ^ 
politics wfaidi-the Labonr leaddris 
de^eiate to shed. 

SnihaDois on Doicasterobniicfl. 
Labonr hasanovenvfaelniii^ 

• taaffl ‘ily» went onb^isaroaxid tbe- 
tnmd, indodii^ to Japan, Hong 
Ko^ piina,. Sweden,- Poland 
die tfrnied States, wbfadia fixmal aiH 
tboE^and no poblic records of the 


Council auditor criticises drunken lunches, foreign trips and free-loading 


trips were kept by the conndL 
Aoooixlii^ to mb Distzia Anditor. 
the accountant who audits the coim- 
cQ*s accounts, couodHors on some 
tnps flew did> dass — breachs^ ooinH 
cii rules. They went on drunken 


and liindies at £50 per 

bead where most of the bS was for 
alcohol 

At a meeting last month of lead- 
ing officers and coundllois, the Dis- 
tzia Anditor, Govdoo Simoo, sakh 
‘*T1 m level of alcohol cmisiinied at 
these hisches makes it unlikely that 
those attending ihCT could ito any 
work in the afreznoon. Id alooe stand 
up.” Conndllgcs and offiriab ac- 
oqited *!fri ap pto pxj afe”ho^aaiy in- 


dudmg raffle tickets vdiere iheprize 
was a trip for two to the Kemudsv' 
Derby. 

The revelations wiD cause wide- 
spread alann at Labour Party b«KJ- 
quarters, nfrich only last week 
puUidied a document stressing the 
virtues of the party's local govem> 
mem stewanUi^ It is particuls^ 
ensbairasang bemuse the selection 
process for the vacant Dcm '\%lley 
seat, caused by the death of Martin 


Kvd ctmndUoxsand from-runneis 
fin' the nomination - the council 
leader, Peter Welsh, and Labour 
poup chainnan, Ibi^ Sellars, lead 
a small group of Labour coundllors 
which acts as an inner caucus run- 
ning the coundL 


Ibiy Central Office, vdiich win do 
its utmost to exploit Labour’s em- 
banasment, has known of events in 
Doncaster for some lime but had 
hcped to keep a lid on them until the 
elMion campaign. The Tories will 
also find it harder to launch an at- 
tack on L^iour's record mi local gov- 
ernment since the amounts nf money 
involved in Doncaster j^e into iu- 
s^pificance compared with the £20m 
surcharge impend on councillors 
and officers in Ibry-cmitrolled West- 
minster. 

Welsh wvnt to Japan in De- 
cember, where he visited a race- 
course. Mr Sellars, who on Sunday 
ni^t won the nomination firtnn the 
ward to select its candidate for Don 
Wley. went on four trips - to CU- 


na, Poland, Sweden and Jersey. Mr 
Sellars accepted yesterday' be had 
tven on a twinning trip to' the Chi- 
nese town of Dandn^ travelling 
buriness class, hut could not recol- 
lect whether he had been on the oth- 
er trips. He said: '‘IwiDhaiwtok'Kk 
at my diary we have a system of au- 
thunsation by officers,' Maybe we 
rely on officers ton much.” ' 

The District Autfitor told last 
month's meeting of senior officers 
and councillors that there was a “lack 
of coutior over the foreign visits, 
that the rules were “ambiguous and 
open to interaretation**. and there 
was “abuse ot the ^lem". 

Although the chief executive, 
Doug Hale, had authorii)' to sanc- 
tion trips, sometimes this had not 


been sought. Mr Sutton nid: “For- 
eign trips n^ taken filuce without au- 
thority from the chief cxecufhv or 
membeis.” 

Some council members had trav- 
elled chib or husine«» class, where- 
as council rules specified ccpnom>'. 
Mr Sutton also questioned the pay- 
ment id £3U per da> Mibsislencc al- 
lowances to councillors for 
“mciifomar expenses when, in fact, 
council credit cards issued to them 
were already used to pay fur mini 
bars, lelephme bills and' videos. A 
souree at the Districl Auditor's of- 
fice said: “There is evidence that 
o\‘ercIaimina has oecurred.” 

A council policy and resources 
comimnee voted last week to with- 
draw aO but sx ef the 27 oouncQoed- 


it cards which had been issued to 
councUictfs and senior ofTieccs. ll also 
voted to scrap foreign trips, saving 
an estimated £1 15,U0n per year and 
the £ 12,0fl0-a-,vear Jaguar, leased to 
council leaders is iu be returned. 

DoiKaster iwvns the local racc- 
ciMirse at which the free bar bw mem- 
beis of the racecouise aanmittee and 
a f^rec drink for any other council- 
lor uImv came under criticism from 
Mr Sutton. 

The overall cost came ixil of a :q>e- 
cial bui^t which the council said 
amounted to less than £2tK),QU0. 
Last wvek, the council also dtscusKd 
pK^tsed cuts of £Sm in its budget be- 
cause of reductions in central guv- 
emmcni g^i. A counci] i^kesman 
said last night that the Districl Au- 
ditor's report was being acted on and 
new guidelines drawn up. 

Ftiitber report, page 11 


the Scots pay 


Anthony Bevms 

Political Kfitor - 

The ^Dservatives ye^^^'lhiea^' 
ehedtopoziishtteScb^tisiipeoale^^ , 

an annual 2 

cutbsv^ jf 

an lEdnibur^ ^ ^ 

wanud , 

spending north and^^soniftof 
der --amounlnigio 
tia for erciy man,:«qBi^ 
Scottand-couklbei^asfaedfiomcca^ ' 
tral Governmeiit tmerndmg. 

Bur, George Robertstm, Labour’s, 
spokesman, tc^d 7t£e Indqfendait. 
“The Scottish people do not ceoQgmsB 
that they are beingsobsidised^ and see 
no signs it about them. 

. “In Hngland, people tlnnk that if the 
Scots are . being &at lavidity snb- 
sk&ed, why did lite Thatcher do nctfr . 
ing about it?~ 

Alter a ^ of disaxTOT and confu- 
aon krCabmet rapks, with Healdi Sec- 
. retaiyStefA^DoreO twice qmeatiog 
to coBtradict the Government line on 
Labenn's devolution plans, the Prime 
Minister’s office there was no dis- 

agreement between ministers. 

Radiating asuggestion that a fri- 
-ture Conservative government would 
abol$h the Scottish parliament - a 
thie^ieporfedfy' made by Mr Durell 
■in an mteivfew witii TTie-iScofim^ - 
Mr Rnsydi saidL'-'A Soo^ti^ paifianKot 
is not just for Chrisfinas; itfs £ot life.7 
■ 7 ^. He also cmuiacficted Mr DorrelTs 
statement, in a BBC radio interview ' 

:. 'ye^eiday, that there would have to be 

was set Up by Labour. ' 

Mr Forsyth said a parliament would 
be irrevocable, addix^^’Oike Huxop- 
->y rhimpiy faHsoff the waBf hewiH not 
be put together again no matter 
hw maiqr of the kmg's horses and the 
kiim’s men turn up... 

“It wo'old grow into a creature 
which nri^ do enormous damage in 


Sootland, (mt we wmdd have to live 
wifo the consequence of iL” 

. ^iwever, Mr Fbcgrtii raid: “If 
!|3^iQ ‘Soothing afax-Taiai^ 

T aii ^fhbseraies will need to 
^tiieseydnb^ very dia- 
adverse consequen c es for 
-SpQ|tJand..V 

. The SepttiA. Office laA nighi pro- 
vided figures showing that m the lat- 
est avaii^eyea£,idenlffiable$peDxfiDg 

^^505 ^Scotland.m . 

foe 24.6 per cent difietential vra& 
cut from the identifi^le, £23,120m 
Scottish budget for 1994-^ it would 
have cost Scraand a penalty of about 
£5.7b(L 

A senior Labour source said Mr 
Rjrsyth was maintaining his tactic of 
eying “to fi^ten the clmdrea*’, while' 
Kfr DoreD was adopting the soto line 
that action could be ta£en to mitigate 
the impact of a new pailiamenL 
In a letter to the Prune Minister last 
ni ght, Mr ]R(^>ertson said: “There is 
now a deep and disturbing diviaon 
within your Cabinet on this asjpect of 
your Government’s.policy on devoln- 
tion, with the Scottish Secretary ^ 
parently isolated. Can you say wfaid 
side you supixut?** 

' JimTA&lwe, leader of the Scottish 
Liberal Democials, told BBC radio: 
“Stepbeo Doirell has bhmdned out of 
his depth. He doesn’t appredate sen- 
9tivm» in Scotland. If the ot^ective 
of the Conservative and Unionist Par- 
7 is to save the Union, I can’t think 
of one act more calculated to break it 
up than to give peiq>le a Scottish par-, 
liament then try to take it aw^. 

Donald hfocm^yre^ page 19 
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Albanian dty seized 

Anti-government demonslra- 
tois seized cootrol of the south- 
ern Albanian pon of Vlora. 
stripping riot ^Uce of guns, 
gear, and even their clothes as 
they demanded the resigoation 
of the government and return 
of mone\' lost in failed pyramid 
schemed P^ge 15 

Ashworth suspension 

A consultant became the fourth 
member of staff at Ashwxinh 
Ho^ital to be been suspended 
following claims that pomogra- 
pl^‘ and paedophilia «vre per- 
mitted in the hospital . Page 5 

Violence hits Spain 

Separatist violence ripped 
through Spain from north to 
south when a car bomb kflled 
a man and wounded ei^ peo- 
ple in Granada, a'^nman shot 
dead a Supreme Court judge in 
the street in Madrid, and the 
leader of the Basque national- 
ist par^linkeJ to Eta separatists 
was found dead, jxissibly by his 
owna hand, near Bilbao. Fa^ 14 

S^;ers denial 

The former \Nfimblcdon goal- 
keeper Hans Segers, who u ac- 
cused of taking part in a 
con^^cy to tlx matches, told 
a jury he had ne\cr thrown a 
game in his life. Page 11 


NHS retreat 

A retreat on the National 
Health Service Priaaiy Care 
Bill is e^^cted by the Seaetaiy 
of Stale for H^th, Stephen 
Dorrell, in order to avoid a 
row with family doctors, over 
the 'so-called “supermarket'* 
surgeries, which the Conserva- 
tives believe could undermine 
their election campaign. 

Page6 

Governor’s chem 

Bion Jdui is to lake pan in the 
hand-over of Hong Kong to 
China in June, when thousands 
of tourists are expected to wit- 
ness the British withdrawal 
from tlw cok)i 9 ', whidh oOfati^ 
takes place at midnight on 
30 June. The' superstar's pres- 
ence for the ceremony is the 
choice of the Governor, Chris 
Patten, a long-standing fan. 

Page2 

Bank raises stabes 

The Bank of England is poised 
to raise the stakes in its clash 
with Kenneth Carkc with a 
renewed demand in its Inflation 
Report lomnirow for interest 
rates to rise. But the Chancel- 
lor is widely expected to put 
politics first and avoid increas- 
ing borrowing and mortgage 
costs before the election. 

Page 20 
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pne elderly ifiherit, not the meek, as thrift 



Sti^ Boggan ^ 

The' meek are not inheriting the 
eai!^ - the eld^y are. Ao 
qriKting m newresemdi into die 
difqri hiitinn. of wealth in ffie 
United Kingdom, one in 550 
ac^ts is a mill^aire, and the 
fu^t-growing group are pen- 
sidaers.. 

' More than 81.000 people are 
now classed as ndlUonaireS) the 

moa in hesto^, an^ for the first 
■time, the tiiipfoer wh#^ye 

grown lidi by gt^ and th^fr biu ' 

overtaken have in^ 

berited weaSEi ■ > .'l:' 

The resewh, My Datan^- 
tor, a strj^gjc mans^ement 


r Xt7,-- 


consoltancy, shows that the 
number of iniUiODmzes - peo- 
ple with net, unencumbered 
assets over £lm and £50,000 in 
Uqiud assets - has more than 
dotd)]^ tince 1991 ehen the fig- 
ure stic^ at 31400. 

Moi<i .than 19,000 of ffiose 
are over^, but ohiy 17,000 out 
of the fotal of 81,000 inherited 
their monig^..' 

’’Tius'showsa major shift in 
wealffi iefledBt^eople’s con- 
for them- 

sehmra^eifw age, rather 
than iSy m^'^^: state provi- 
sion,” Yogasuo- 

dram, an'ana^Bt at Data- 
monitor.'. 


“P^e are saving more and 
investfrig more, a trend which 
is renting in foe elderly hav- 
ing more tpending power than 
before. 

who inherit their 
money still fbnn a large 
portion of nuDionaires. hot it is 
a shTTnictng proportion.” 
Datamomtors . tignres, 
-gleaned from public reemtis at 
the Inlmid Revenue, foe Cen- 
tialStatistiealOfficeandfoeOf- 
^ of National Statistic^ foow 
that in 11^1, percent tifmil- 

lionaireSwere eldez^ -.ovct 65 
- compa^ wifo 9J per cetn 
yfoowere inheritors. 

1^ 1^, the balance- had 


shifted to 19.1 per cent elderly 

and 16.8 per cent inheritors. 

Of an mflliODaires, 24 per 
cent are eldsriy, almost 21 ^ 
cent inherited their wealth 
and 12 pCT cent saved it from 
highly paid enqiloyrnem. Last 
year, of foe 10,000 new mil- 
lionaires, 2,000 were elderly. 
1400 were inheritors and 810 
were workers. 

. There is also asmall, but m- 
creasingly. significant, group 
who have gained their wealth 
through foe National Loneiy. ■ 
j^foe end of 1996, there were 
2SS lonepr milUonaires; foe fig- 
ure now K nearer 300. 

The research does not, how-. 


ever, look at the strildngly ob- 
vious - the fact that more mil- 
lionaires at foe top must equate 
to more poor pec^e at the bot- 
tom. 

Datamonitor is {preparing 
new research on vtiiat it odk the 
’‘middle bracket" of eameis. 
those wifo £10,000 to£100,000. 

However, a^d whether a 
third piece of nesearrii would be 
forthcoming on foe poor, Data- 
monhor said no. “There's not 
mudi call for that," said Mr Yo- 
gasundiam. 

Just as weD. The price for a 
copy of the latest report. UK 
High Net Wpnh fnahiduals 
1997, is £1,495. 
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Blair attacks Chancellor 
over £14bn 'black hole’ 


Tonv Blair yesterday called on the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to clarify whether or not there was a “black hole” in the 
Gt^mmenfs finances. 

The Labour leader was referring to a report in yesterday's 
Indqmidem that the National Institute of Economic and Social 
Research has calculated there wO] need to be tax increases or 
public spending cuts of up to £14bn. “What this indicates yet again 
is a great big black hole in the public finances,” Blair said. 

Speakiiig at a news conference on Labour’s plans for small 
business, be added: ‘‘What I would like lo know is what the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer says to this. Is this true or not? 

Does this deficit enst or not?” 

The study by the National Institute, beaded by Treasury adviser. 
Martin Weaie. is due to be published next month. 

Diane Coyle 


Jury fails to reach verdict on killing 


A jury in the trial of a father and two sons accused of murdering 
wife ud mother Eve Howells w’ere sent home overnight last ni^t 
after failing to reach verdicts. The seven men and five women ^ 
ne deUbei 


resume deliberations tomorrow at Leeds Crown Court where they 
spent six hours considering the case today. 

David Howells, 48. and sons Glenn. 17. and John. 16. plead not 
guilty to murdering Mrs Howells. 48. at the family's home in 
Dalton Green Lane. Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, in August 1995. 
Glerm admits the manslaughter of his mother on the grounds of 
provocation. He cl aims he bludgeoned her to death in their living 
room after sufferii^ years of mental and physical cruelty. 


Missing teenager found safe 


A n^ing anorexic teenager. Jackie Hooker, was found safe, police 
said yesterday. She was found in Brixton. south London, said 
Thames ^^ey Police. The news came after Colin and Lynne 
Hooker made an emotional appeal for the 16-year-oid, who weighs 
just 4st Sib, to make contact with them. 


Mission to repair Hubble telescope 



Astronauts are to make a series of space repairs to the Hubble 
Space Telescope (HST) over the next week, to enhance its kuiming 
ascronomicai capabilities even fiuther. 


The Space Shuttle was due to take off yesterda;^ on its to the 
second repair mission for the HSX first launched in 1990. The 


astronauts on board wOl carry out at least four spacewalks in order 
to replace some of the older observation instrumeots and install 
state-of-the-art ^tems that wdll give even better views of the 
origins of the unwerse. Tbey have been training for the mission for 
two years, carrying out the work on full-sized underwater mock-ups 
(above), to simulate the weightlessness of space. Charles Arthur 


Pop singer Brian Connolly dead 


Brian Connolly, the once-hard-lMng singer of 1970s glam rock 
band. The Sweet, died early today, ag^ 52. a friend disclosed. 


Connolly, whose hits included Blackbitstcr, Ballroom Blitz and 
Wg Warn Bam, died of renal failure in hospital in Slough with his 
friends and family around him. 

The blond singer had a siring of heart-attacks beUnd lum. which 
started in 1981. He suffered the last in January this year, 
discharged himself from hospital after a week, but was re-admitted 
a week later for the la.si time. Obituary; page 16 


Poor deal for low-income savers 


Low-income savers get a poor deal from financial institutions they 
entrust with their money, according to a report published yesterday 
by the National Consumer CounciL Tbe NCC believes that the 
closure of hank and building socie^ branches, plus local post 
offices, all whittle away at effective consumer choice. 

The report makes 2b suggestions to improve matters, including a 
call for banks to attract more young customers: for National 
Smings. the govemment a^cn^. to provide cheap pensions: and 
for more education about financial matters. Nic Ocutfa' 
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Piano man: A personal favourite of Governor Chils Patten, Ettoo wfll be top of tiK bill in June 


Elton to perform as the sun 
goes down on BritMi rule 


T he magic comtMnation of Eton 
John, Hong Kang’s Urban 
Services Department and the 
kilfilment of the second Convention 
of Peking are coming together in 
June for celebrations to mark the 
handover of power in ttie colony. Ei- 
ton is ttw first nternationany famous 
star to have been firmly b<x>ked by 
the Urban Services Department for 
one of the con carte wMich wilt cel- 
ebrate' the transf»' of power. 

Practically every other famous 
name in the music world has been 
mentioned as a potential performer 
for a handover concert. However, 
those or^ismg these events have 
been curiously stow off the mark 
and are having difficulties booking 
real supestars at reiativefy short no- 
tice. 

But Bton has confirmed. *He is 
coming to Hcmg Kopg on thpla^ 
weekend of the handover.*’ .Peter 


Randall, he^ of public relations at 
tfie Hong Kong Tourist Association, 
said yesterday 

Organises sa/d they hoped 
40.000 people would Hong 
Kong Radium for each of the shows 
on 28 and 29 June. Thousands of 
tourists are expected, and <- with 
rnany hotel rooms already taken by 
journalists, officials and tSplomats, 
it is likety to be one of the biggest 
parties in the worid this year. 

The exptenation for EJton John's 
presence seems to lie in foe per- 
sonal preferences of Hong Ifong's 
Governoc Chris Patten, an avid mA- 
sic lover, is sakt to be a big ten. He 
invited Bten to kirtch at Goviarnmertt 
House in 1993. 

ERon’ssongs are extremely pop- 
ular In-Oiim^ though he has had 
Jess liir^wrlH plans to pertomi on 
the ptf^ slide of the border. ^ 
fooif^ in Pei^.are said fo^ave . 


objected several years ago when 
the idea was mooted of an El^ 
John concert withzn thewafis of the 
'Rnperral Fwblddan Qfy In Peldng. 

Hong itong plans to spend 
KKS2S3 Rifion ^8m>on E^t^cer? ' 
BfrK)njes to rnarfc foe handowet The 
Black Wtoch wSI be in attendance, 
to tend the appropriate note of post: 
imperial gra^etir. 

The Union Rag will be lowered' 
fof foe test time in Hong Kong at 
midnight on 30 June, marking the- 
end of more than a century and a 
hati of cotonial njia. China's red flag 
win then be hoisted. 

Perhaps the most apt number - 
forBtontbperibrni, given thener- 
vousress amrmgst the HK popii-~ 
lation, wpiiid . ba an crid concart;| 
favourite - ^Dont Let the Sun Go '-) 
Dowimifkfo*. 

StepAee 






West End 
actors 
banned by 
US Equity 


Janet McTeer’s ac- 
claimed West End 
portrayal of Nora in Ib- 
sen's A DoII'9 House 
may now not be seen 
in New York after a 
fierce row broke out 
between the play's 



British producers and American Equity. 

The US actors’ union has banned three of Miss 
McTeer’s co-stars. Owen Teale, John Carlisle and Pe- 
ter Qowan, saying the parts could be played by 
American actors. Miss McTeer (rtghQ has been grant- 
ed permission to act Broadway. Both Mtes Mclber 
and Owen Teale have been nominated for Ofivler 
Awards for their performances. 

The show’s producer, Thelma Holt, said there was 
no way she could let the production transfer without 
the three performers In question. 

She added: "One of the leesons we have been giv- 
en is that it's not an English play so you don't need 
English actors. How ridiculous.* Fellow West End 
producer Bill Kenwright, who was set to spend $1m 
taking the p^uction to New York, said: ‘‘It's a mind- 
Uowing decision. I thought they would welcome us 
with open arms." 

Mr Kenwright will be appealing to American Equity. 
He had already made an appileafion for m «tchange 
procedure, by which he would bring three American 
actors into a London production. Davi'd Lister 


Liam and 
Pat^call 
off their 
bigd^ 


Liam Gallagher and 
Patsy Kensit (righQ 
yesterday failed to tie 
foe knot, despite hav- 
ing more than 100 
guests, albeit uninvit- 
ed ones, in attendance 
at three different Lon- 



don venues and their St John's Wood home. 

The Oasis singer and his girlfriend, who had ob- 
tained spedal licences for six separate locations, in- 
stead issued a statement saying that "obsessive and 
intrusive media atterrtion had removed any dignity 
"from what was to be a private and special occasion". 

Not since Miss Kensit last got married has so much 
F»ess attention bean generated by so little. Reporters 
and cameramen were deployed across the caprtaJ in 
foe hope that they would hit on foe correct venue. 

Press attention was particularty Intense at 30 Pavil- 
ion Road, an exclusive Knightsbridge restaurant arxl 
odds-cn favourite for a combined ceremony and re- 
ception. The uninvited pass e d foe day leaning on re- 
dundant police barriers, white photographers with 
long lenses cat-called at each other horn foe roofs of 
nearby office blocks. 

While fans were disappointed, one freelance pho- 
tographer went home f^py. He was being paid £100 
per day by eight newspapers to be on standby, md 
had made £800 by doing nothing. "I hope they do it 
again tomorrow," he said. Jojo Mpyos 


briefing 


TRANSPORT 


New traffic laws for Britain 
in Eli drive to cut deaths 


Sritain wfl! have to.bring in new 'road safety measures if the target 
Of hdvng car deaths in Efirope by die year 2010 is eemfirihed, 
according to an £U report Member states neiki to standardise / 
speed limits, reduce legally acceptable levels of alodK)! for driveeSr 
increase seat-belt use and modifyear dcagn,' said the Europeitti . 
Dm'pon Safety COundl. - 

In an infiuenlial proposal to the £U, the ETSC called for the 


introduction of a stiate^ road safew plan to cut fatalities. Maqy ‘ 
of the measures arc likcfy to be . brot^t in hy the Dutch 


prusidci^, which is putting forward a package nf road safety 

■ iws ft 


policies before the summer. The plan could mean laws fm 
Britain , d^ ile its position as top of Europe’s road safely league. . 

The £T^ report called ^ the EU to aim for 95 per cam o^ . : 
drivers to use seat belts, saving 7.0DO lives a year, and forroad 
standards to be harmonised across Europe. Motorists drivhttm 
T^os-European Rc^ Network - the rnatOTway.ariiicfa 

Euit^ - would have to travel at under 75nq)b. 


SOCIETY 


Accent bn Scotland 


A Scottish accent is the natkm's ihvoDiite, aceoiding to « poll 
cmidiicted ty Cdlnet, the 


mobile telephone network. 
^htMn per cent of people 
foukd a Scots accent the most 
appeaUog. But when asked 
whose telephone voice was the 
most tm st wortfaj t nearty half 
vteed for tbe tr^itional 
English counties accenL 
'The poU, carried out among 
993 aduts, also showed that 
tte aette Sean Cteuwiy was 
tile petite’s choke for the 
perfect voice. JoannaXomi^ 
and Anthea Itacner tied in 
second place. Darid Garfinkei 



ECONOMICS 


Clariie’s pay cnisade fails 


Kenneth Qaxke has foiled in bis ID-ycar mission to revolutionise 
the way Britons reward themselves ^ woriL according to a stutfy 


published to^. fo aspeech on 11 Februaiy 1987, Mr Gaike, tbeh 

mu called for i 


Secretary of Stare for Employmenu called for the elimination of 
five dea^ sins: the annual pay round, the gi>ing rate, 
"compaiabilite*’, job evaluation and - perhaps worA of all - 
natio^ pay bai^ning. 

A dec^ later, all five stili have a m:gor role to play in wage 
determination, reseai^ group Incomes Data Services observes. 
National bargaining has been retained in a number of industries. 
National pay rates stfll exist at the banks, the big supermarket 
chains and companies such as Ford, Miuxhall and McDonald’s. 
So far as"comparabQiiy" is concerned, the vast ms^oiity of 


people still get an annual pay rise reflecting what is happen^ 
elsewhere - oiiether throt^ inflation or vmat is 


oompemois. 


being paid by : 
B^e Clement 


HEALTH 


Hip replacements a waste of cash 


Unreliable hip replacenoits are not lasting long enough, cansing 
pain and wasting mon^ according to the Consumers AssoeJatfon.: 
Only the oldest and cheapest mod^ -a handfoiortbe 60 models 
OB the maricet - last for a wDithwhile of time. “ - 

Operations to replace foiled implants now made np about II per 
cent of all hip replaoesDctets m Britain, and some experts predict ' 
this ^nre conld soon rise to 25 per cent These "rerisioB" 
operations are more complicated, more expensive and bare a 
poorer smxess rate than the initial replacements, tbe Health . 
Which? nseaithlmai. 

More than half the models on tbe maricet had been introduced 
since 1990, bnt only tbe oldest and cheapest Implants had enou^ 
long-term evidence to support their use, it argi^ However He^tb 
WitiA? claims tbe latest models made more moficy for 
roanufaf hirers who were keen on them being used by as many 
surgeons as possible. Glenda Cooper 


WHITEHALL 


Top civil service posts vacant 


Six high-ranking civil service posts were left vacant last year 
because depaitmenis were unable to find suitable candidates to.fi[l 
them. An annex to last week’s review body report on ‘^senior 
salaries” says that, following open competition for 67 senior 
Whitehall vacancies in tbe year to June 19%, no aj^intment was 
made in six cases ‘^either b^use there was no appn^viate 
candidate or because .suitable candidates had declined offers”. 

The Owl Service Commissioneis told the review body that 
increased pay flexibOi^ bad helped recruitment generally, but “it 
was still diffi^t to attract top quality candidates ... in particular - . !• 
fr(w the private sector.” In the most senior ranks, women still 
found itdiEBcult to break through Whitehall's glam ceilii^ For v / 
vacandes in tiie top three aades: ‘^vomeh represented 13 per cent ' 
of applicants, 8 per cent of those short-listed for interview, and 10 
per cent of those successful.” - ' 

NineteenJh Report on Senior Salaries. Review. Body on SenU^ 
Salaries. Mume I Cm3540. HMSO, £7.20. Anthony Berins 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT REGYOJNG 

Receded p^)er made up 41.^ Of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Better Spec. Better Price. Better Hurry. 


DEU DIMENSION XPS N166s 

• INTEL- l66MHz PENTIUM' PROCESSOR wm 
MMX' TECHNOLOGY 

• 16Mb SDRAM 

• Sl?Kb CACHE 

• 3Gb EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• STB POWERGRAPH 64 30 PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 
2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• IS'COLOUR SVGAMONITOR 113.75‘VIEWABLE AREA! 

• TWELVE SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID-SEED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND 

a WINDOWS tS & MICROSOFT OFHCE PROFESSIONAL K 
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With Dell, things just get better and better. For only £1.199 t£1.438.20 inc del. &VAT). we're 
offering a Dell Dimension" XPS M166s with a Pentium* Processor with MMX' technology, ^cause it 
comes vrith MMX technology it can run between 10% and 20 % faster under todays normal business 
applications. It also includes a powerful 12 Speed CD-ROM Drive and a 3Gb Hard Drive. And were 
giving you additional upgrades at outstanding prices I see below to upgrade this system furth®"). But you must huriy- 
Call the worids leading direa PC manirfacturer* today on 01344 724854 
for a much better deal all round. 


Pentium* 


‘Sourer UX 


£1,199 (£1,438.20 

irul. delivery & VAT) 







Upgrade Options 

Special Price for this OtmeRsion XPSM166s bundle only 

kldanaddaoad)6Ml]RAM 


Old n upgrrxle 10 AG290 speaken 

Onl]f£lO0[£117iOrc.VAn 

Add a 316 btend Modem 

0itl]r£79(£1lk33m.VAn 

(CALL HOW FOR 0E1AU5 OF OFFICE 97 UP6UDES.) 


^ >a ctunc pr.ar «oi»r «. rtl-can™ Clirr ,upoi,rd w.od*,* « a, .1 w“ndj^ Vl M0n« aa^y. The pn«c« liwd rrltoct >(.« mJonnoiloii aao.labla » iba rneTM dame wpwS.Prv**. 

— own eo. w.noo -1 >ii «anicrrre«» latMrd. 0e« Campuiar Corporanoa Lrd. K.lbaBhe Moaw W«wn « 0 id. SrodiMlI Srriittirc R6i7 .IRO Oflar arwIaWe tar a hmi»d ^ad.whr • 



D«U 


TALK DIRECT TO THE NDMBER ONE. 

01344 734854 

Between 8am and SpiTi weekdays, 10am ib-4pm :^. 
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The nanny facing a murder charge 


Baby of nine 
months dies 



David Usbome 

New\bfk 

ProsecutQTSin MafiKaeliiw t ty wrP 

eaq>ec te d last ni^ to brii^ imir- 
der charges against the IS-year-old 
Biidsh naniQr Looise Woodward, 
fbOowing the fioiu “sbaken- 
syndrome” of a nine-inonth- 
old infant who bad bera in her 
care. 

A spokeswoman for the Chil- 
dren’s Ho^tal in Boston con- 
firmed that the diild, Matthew 
Batten, ^Sed shonfy after 1 1 pm <» 


brain. *nie omcial cause of death 
was cited as **intracania] haem- 
orrhage” or bleetfing in the brain. 

Ms/Woodwazd, who entoUed. 
with a nani^ agiencw m the Boston 
area last June, had bemx wdzldng 


^Iherew^ 
nothing that 
would give us 
any id^ that 
^ would 
harm the baby 
or anyone 
else’s diild? 


for the Eatten SanSiy nnee No- 
vember. She arrived in the Unit- 
ed States from her fanufy home in 
Chester. 

The drama wiD rekmdle debate 
mtheUSdxiuttbewisdamafleBv- 
iug cfaildieo in die care c^sixangiris 
asdcainadsed intfaecUlEiKlutfitm 
The Hand thatSoeis-.dK ChuBe: 

This real-fife tragi^’ b^gan last 
Tuesday when fifs 
phoned the sexwes : 

nom the Eatten hm& Jbr ^ 
and sayiz^thalMatAew'WK 

didon had been induced by shy- 
ing was aroused on his admission 
totfaeho^i^ Doctcos found that 
his ^es were b ulging, a common 
e^ptom of sh&cDfbaby 
tmme. Hm 9 coofirined that the 
brain had bera traumatised by re- 
peated smashing against the ade 
oftbeskulL 

Pc^ later said that the teeni- 
er tdd them that she had treatM 
Matdiew rou^tly in the family 
. bathroom and had riiaken him to- 
er because he had become fh^ 
and she had beemne frustrated and 
lost her patience. 

Matthew was k^t alive on life 
stmportfircmtbemoaientofhisad- 
i^sioD last Tuesday until his death 
on Sunday. 

Ms Woodward was jailed last 
week on mi^ charges of assault 
and battery. Ba3 was set at 
$100,0001 Her£adiex;CaiyWood- 
wmd, a Chester builder, has flown 


to Boston but has not been able to 
raise the bail moDqr. Tbe bait how- 
ever is likely to be set .Ingber, 
murder changes are pressed. 

In announcing t^ 
diarges, prosecutors made it dear 
that th^ would be reitiaeed by 
. murder charges if the bay was to 
die. After a court hearing in 
Boston on Hidi^, Assistam Dis- 
nict AtzcmiOT 1^ Bood^ uU re- 
porters: **lf the baby shn«iM not 
survive, the Commonwealth [of 
Massadrtfseits] will seek a 
murder indkiment”. 

The parei^ of Matthew are 
both doctors in Boston. SunQ Eat- 
ten, 30, is an anaesthewrfogist at 
Bri^i^ and Women's Ho^iaL 
His wife, Deborah. 31, is an opb- 
tbalfflologjsL They a^ have an 
older son, Brendan, who was also 
in Ms WbodwanTseare. 

In a brief statement issued on 
their behalf by the ho^ntal, the 
couple said: “Matthew was a 
tremendoos gift and joy to us, and 
he wiQ fbiever be pan cif our lives”. 

In England, measwhDe, the 
mother of Louise, Sne Wood- 
ward, Iras been ^loddfig out about 
her own distress over the chikTs 
death. “Yesterday all the news 
had been positive because we 
hadn't heard a^thing 
about Matthew’s emdhion'’, she 
told the Pros Assodation 
yesterd^. 

"Tbatsallwew e re pr a yijM far,” 
Mzs Woodward add^ ‘T^can’t 
ima^^ne how his parents must 
feel 1 have already lost my dau^ 
ter- but I have at got the hope 

of getting her bade”. 

5^ Woodward would nonnaHy 
fatte a tria! in Massadnisetis and 
could be imprisoned fior fife if 
finmd gufl^r. Her own life is not 
in peafi,. however, because the 
state, unlike a majo^ in the 
US. does not pztactise capital 

p miislwn ent- 

Tbe teena^was re ferred to the 
Ettttens ly a nmny agency based 
. m Cainbiidge, just oiffii^Bostoa,.. 
c^ed EF Umi}. Novc^ 

.ber she ^ been wtnkiDg in the 
'home of Hands Sbnushanem an- 
other . Massachusetts town, 
Mancbester-by-tiie-Sea. She left 
the first femily after atgudieats 
about vAen die should be e^^ect- 
ed to come borne in the evenings. 

Mr Kouushane stressed, how- 
ever, tiiat he nevCT bad any con- 
cero^about hisjamily’s wetfexe in 
Ms Woodward's hands. There 
was notlmig that woidd pve us any 
idea that she would do ar^tfaiog to 
harm the b^ or anyone e&s' 
child,” he said. 

Sue Woodward similarly ex- 
pressed bafflement over what 
oo^d have triggered such an as- 
saolt against Matthew by ber 
daughter. “Louise isn’t the sour- 
faced person in the papers, ” she in- 
sisted. “She loved life and she kwed 
people. Out of all of us ^ had the 
nicest nature. If there was some- 
one that irritated her and waai’t 
veiy nice she would be kind to ibem- 
and ny tofind out why people 
didn't like them.” 


Calls grow for 
drug-test law 


diaries Arthur ; 

Science Biitpr . ' 

Another leading doctor bas 
■ i^ken out against random . 
- cfjjrnp ulsnry- drugs-testing- for 
^^riters, saying that it is loften 
and does not protect 
t^'. employee's ri^ts, while 
ethical jtfoblems for 
^Iff-cares^ : 

b abb emeiged that the UK 
larjf national guidelines for 
dnus^testixig because the or- 
ganisations might have 
created them have been priva- 
tised, 'meaning that their views 
Hr\ itA* Mt>pw am; official Weisht 


with private compania. In- 
st^ standards set b^ the US 

gjoveaueent are nsedj in a hap- 
hazard fashion. 

• Dr Alexander Botrest, of the 

Royal Hallamdiire Hospital in 
ShefBeld, said that the lack of 


iftad to abuse by emplpyeis dur- 
ing random testing of employ 

ees or job. applicants for nse <n 

drags such as heroin, cannabw, 
cocaine and alcohoL 

‘qfw nHcria cednig^sctecmBg 

is legacdM by the em^pyer m 
a don-mediem issue, tiien the 
ehmldyee should have the same 
protection as ... inac riminaj 

ww wicripadiw ^'’wnte8DrR>rre8t 

F/ hic ^ 

publisbed lodi^. “Such pcot^ 
don may reqmre new i^slar 

T&conuneots echo those of 
Dr John Honour, v*p in y^ 
16013/5 Jndq>endem sai± 


“There aren't, ai^ standards 
for positive tests or for how the 
tests should be done ... if you 
frSed a ptereoqilpynient'test you 
might not even hear- you'd just 
. sot get offered the j<^.” 

Dr Honour’s knowledge of 
urine-testing and pharmacolo- 
gy helped dear the name of Di- 
ane Modald, the athlete wroi^ 
suspended in- 19SH fm' taking 
dri^ But beis coocenied that 
altho»^Bh drugs-testing is ^ww- 
ing rapidly, time are no natxmal 
standards. 

A mqor testing laboratory 
yesterday told Jheindependad 

flat die only Standards currentiy 

used by drags-testing laborato- 
ries are 'those set1& the US 
National fristicuies for Drug 
Abuse (NIDA). 

The UK does not have aiqr of 
its own because the ouly^iv- 
eriunent oiguiisatioiis ^ich 
mi ght haw set them - the 
National Pl^rical Laboiatoiy 
andtheLabc^hOToftbeGov^ 
einmera Chemist [LGC) - have 
been priratised. . 

companies' use some 
form oi the NfflA standards. 
But those are far from perfect 

'“Basic^, when .th^ were 
Introduced in the 1980s in the 
UK they set thra as kwas their 
eqiupihent^x»ild man- 
age,” said Mr 

However, tiiar.^^mnethnes 
too sensitive. laboratc^es are 
aware that theirtd&can gwe 
a podtive result '£^fbpiales if 
someone eats a covered 
with poppy seeds; 



Louisa Woodward (r|jgM) talks vMth her attorney IMaria Galvagna hi court in Boston last Ibursctay during her arralgrement for assault on a chHd who has since died 
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The common sense that 
parents must rely on 





As they wer« Untforiiied nannies meet with their chafes on the morning walk hi 
Kendngton Ganlens, central London, 3333 Photograph: Hutton Getfy 


Five tips from Dr Charlie Lewis, an expert n parenting, at Lancaster Uiiversityls 
Psychology Department 

■ Get ae many character references as you can 

■ Get tile candidates to play with the chid and watch the inter a cti o n. Do they 
really Bke chidren? 

■ Fnd out lAtiiat they want from thejotx te it incompatible with your needs? 

■ Inset on a trial periocL 

■ Don't expect that you sign off when you are not present Discuss support 
systems they have in your absence. 


PaulVMIely 

The parenis of Matthew E^ipen 
made an assumption which so 
maity parents routine^ make: 
that an 18^ar-oId young 
woman would naturally possess 
iJte tidOs to cope with looidug af- 
ter their mne-month-old baby. 

Had the au pair from En^ 
land been male ib^ loi^i have 
asked more questions. But po- 
Utiial correctuess has not yet se- 
riously affected the m«5ages 
Wesiem culture prediqmes 
parents to give to tbeir daugh- 
ters to prepare them for a role 
as carers. So the supposition 


woman of chfld-beazing age is 
unquestionably a fit person. 

jF^ih^ Loiike 'Wdodwaid is. 
Onfy a coun can now dedde 00 
that. But the suppositioD made 
by Mr and Mis Eappeu is worth 
examining 

When U comes to a nanny it 
is possible to ask for profes- 
siooai quafificaticos. With an af- 
ter-ficbool cfuldnunder the law 
sets rigorous standards. But 
for the au pair or the babysit- 
ter onfy the common sense of 


the parents stands between 
them and disaster. 

Once that seemed enough. 
When a typical fam^ con- 
tained three or four children its 
members picked much about 
childcare byosmo^Tot^, the 
ftmuly has downsized-- 1.8 chil- 
dren is now the average. The 
days when elder daughters 
looked after theiryoungerrib- 
lings have laigety gone. So have 
the support systems pro^dded by 
extended fe^es. Tbdw there 
is far more avaflable in the way 
of e:q>ext advice - in hand- 
books and magazines -but ills 
a poor substitute close-up ex- 
amples of parenting. 

The state bas made some at- 
tempt to compensate. Parenting 
skiJfe are tod^ part of the 
“personal, social and health 
education” componeui of the 
national curricurom. But most 
educational and chfld p^hol- 
ogists think the attention given 
to them is perfunctoiy. 

The case against unnecessary 
miervemion and legulatidn by 
the state no longer needs to be 
made. But the changing nature 
of the modem fanuly suggests 


that concern by the state is not 
unnecessary. 

Much research shows thuu 
contrary to ibe j^udkes of 
many adults, louy's adoles- 
cents are mora rather than less 
re^ioosible than were previous 
generations. But it aro shows 
that they feel they need more as- 
sistance at school on ralation- 
ships and parenting, ethics and 
morals, health and drug risks. 

It has ahv^ seemed ironic 
that the rigorous process of 
scruth^^jplied to couples wufli- 
ing to adopt a child has no nut- 
uivi correfeiive. Being a p.*vent 
is|terhaps the most pioAiund oc- 
tivi^iumdi most school-leuwts 
will ever undertake. It is also the 
one for which school leaves 
them least prepared. 

Were that not so, young 
women like Louise Woodward 
would know that psychologists 
say most parents feel, if nni 
murderous intent, at least pow- 
erfully negative feelings lu- 
wards a ceaselessly screaming 
infant They would also haw 
learned something t)f the strate- 
gies and support systems to 
help them cope with it. 


JUST WHAT YOU'D 
EXPECT FROM 
YOUR USUAL HOTEL 


For the focllHies of a quality hotel at around 
half the price, switch to Trovelodge. 

We offer unbeatable convenience, with over 
160 roadride locations nationwide and easy 
booking through one central reservation line. 

You pay on arrival, so when it comes to 
leaving, simply drop your key off at reception. 
No queues, no delays. 



V-A.-' C 


JUST WHAT YOU WOULDN'T 


And, os you pay per room instead of per 
person, up to 4 people con enjoy a weekend 
lasure break from less than £9 each per night.t 
Call Trovelodge Roomline now, we're sure 
well exceed your expedertions. 





N0.1 NATIONWIDE IN OVER 160 LOCATIONS 
CALI TRAVELODGE ROOMUNE FREE ON: 

0800 850 950 

Qog^nSSfi 

tPnew Bart from £34 9S par rsom par NgM, onri i«iy dvpwdiiq 
an lotttian. *bwpt oi T wxilo Jq m an WBeww* Bf*ah licwM 
*Hn Am larM, or on odiouM buUiitB' **No> Mfloblt ol Nurwttm 
M-witi, DhBW. Beoerwo, KmwifihM Conirol a PuitiBd BioduMR 
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The Internet Revolution 


The Internet is the f^est growing communications 
medium ever. There are already 60 million users and 
it's predicted by the year 2002 over 200 million people 
worldwide will be connected. It’S also estimated that ^ 
2005, 7,5% of consumer spend will be made through the 
Internet: That^ why it should be an integral part of your business. 


A ^ppHer you can trust 


. To take’ full advantage of this opportunity, you need a supplier 
you ;te]ipw you can rely on. One who can guide you through the 
fest-changing Internet world and the implications this will have for 
your buaness. A partner who* ensure you have the right solutidn 
for your business needs; th^ partiTer is BT. We’re already one of the 
largest global commurtfeatiohs 'companies in the world and aim to stay 
that- way by dedicatirig the-^purces to lead Internet cornrnunications 
into the future. wd*re developing a Whole new Internet 

irifrastructure, lay^;TO<(ip:mbtoiT^^ in cyberspace that bypass the clutter 


and delays, so speed;-,^l|i^ity’and security can be guaranteed 


A wide range of ln,terhe^ 


By pioneering the teeing: technology, BT can offer all ttfejntemet services needed 


to laurch yoLr. business into the 21 st century, 


BT J^ternet - easy and fast dial-up Internet access for e-mail, World Wide Web 
and .U^Net news. 

BTnet — high speed, re^lient access for businesses needing permanent connection 
to the Internet . . . .. 

Contort IntenietF^^ BT^ dedicated highway through the global Internet for ‘busine^ 
class- levels , 

manag^ 

im^tfiEfts by fan information sharing and woi^ow 

) ^ufomatipnj withoitt die he^kiaGhes^^o^ - i: 

. ;-P^^/pf:'BT;s. Internet. be found on pur Web site: httpy/W^.bt.cbi^ 

counting down to amudh betterway of worWng. 


I 


INTERNET AND MULTIMEDIA SERVICES 


iHc. ccNCtST'-' jpira xCntl-hc Hti-j^ESgMa 'me C--m2ined siT^y.crns cf s-^ 


Free/o//^ 0800 800 872 


V -Or-CERT la the trademark of concert communications COMPANTf. LOTUS NOTES IS A TRADEMARK OF LOTUS DEVELOPMENT COflPORATTON. 
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at Ashworth 


Gienda Cooiper 

Social AfEairs Correspwxtent 

A senior psychiatrist has be- 
come the foorih memhernf oafF 
to be suspended at A^iworUi 
HospitaJ on Merseyside, a^r 
the discovery of poniograptw 
and alleged paedo p h ile aciivi- 
I}'. It follows the su^iensioii of 
its chief executive, Janice Miles, 
and two muses last Friday, 
when the D^sartmeot of Health 
ordered an xnnnediate inquiry 
into “extremely serkKis" alle- 
gations concerning the Person- 
ality Disorder Unit, mgindin g 
danns of drug and alcohol mis- 
use and financial irregularity. 

New, stringent measum 
were anoounc^ by the acting 
chief executive, Ervfllc Millar, 
who denied the hospital was 
“out of contrbr arid said yes- 
terday's sospecsioa did not no-, 
ply guilt but was made in the 
doctor's best interests. 

“This boqntai is not out of 
' ccHitioL It is very mixcb in con- 
trol and it is very dear h 
is tryir^ to do and what it is try- 
ing to mvesligate,” be said. 

>Whrd-based vidting by chil- 
dren has been banned throt^- 
out the ho^taL as have visits 
to the ho^ital by ex-patients. 
Mr Miltar confinned that aity 
videos brought in for mtients 
would be vetted by s taff, as was 
oonxial procedure, and aayffSts 
and pactoges broi^t in fex- pa- 
tients were also scanned. 

He confirmed a computer 
and a modem bad been re- 
moved fiom award and patients 
from Lawrence been 

relocated in the ho^iiaL with 
concerns for their safety in 

mtnd- 

The Secretary of State for' 
Health,, Stqrhen Donell, told 
the Cenmnems yesteiday tinu the 
inquiry, headra by retired cir- 
cuA ju^ Peter I^on QC 
would reportwhhin theyem. Its 
remit be made public. 

The action was t^en after 
Alice Mahon. Labour MP for 
H^ifox, |ave ministers a 60- 
page dossier compfled by a for- 
mer Ashworth patient. Stqihca 
Daggett, who absconded 
the bosphal for lO days last year. 

The hospitaJ, uriiose most 
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Mahon: Promp t ed inquiry 

famous inmate is the Moors 
murderer Ian Brady, had not 
rassed on the mfomatini to die 
Dqiartmem of Health - even af> 
ter a “substantial” amount of 
pornography bad been discov-. 
ered in the Personality Dbot- 
der^ Unit - and contmued to 
mainiain that press reports 
were “unfounded”. 

Mr Daggett said large quan- 
tities of poiuogi ap hic videos 
were found on the premises and 
some patients were able .to 
amass large sums in their bank 
accounts by eppyh^ arid senh^ 
tapes. 

He alsosaid be had CQDcems 
that a wim^ giri was b^sg put 
at risk cy berngbiou^t into the 
ward, mchiding the *^fawn that 
she was left unsiqiervked with 
a sex offender. . 

In his statement, Mr Doirdl 
said tiiat on ihid^ he badin- 
stituted “urgent action to ad- 
dress the very serious situation 
wliich had been brou^tto nty 
attention in the previous few ! 

. “The pifolic is entitled to re- | 
assurance on two counts,” said 
MrDorreU. “Flrstiy.'Asbwoitfa 
Ho^ital must be pix^pedy man- 
aged and must provide a hi^ 
levd of security for the beneft 
both of patients and of the 
public at large. 

Secondly, the ho^ii^ must 
also ensure that its patients re- 
ceive a high standi of clhti- 
cal care. The action ibat I 
antnooDced on Bidity is direa- 
ed at the achievement of bdifii 
these objectives.” 

lessa Jowell, shadow healtii 
mmister, sakl die JXTOlaiioiis ex- 


IRA bomb 
could have 
caused huge 
loss of life 


A masave LRA bomb defused 
by amty experts in Ulster last 
night wouldiiave caused wide- 
spread death and destruction, 
security forces said.' 

Tbe 1.0001b device was left 
fully primed on a building site 
in Strabane, Co Tyrone, yards 
from a hotel packed with 250 
guests. Police believe it was in- 
tended for a passing RUC pa- 
trol, bat would have caused 
hug e civilian loss of life if it had 
exploded. 

The bomb attempt comes 
days after the IRA said it was 
not involved in a “phoney war” 
and that there was little hope 
of a ceasefire before a general 
electioiL 

Ills tbe latest in a spate of . 
.murder, bids on police and 
troops in the past week and fur- 
tfaer confirms fears that the 
IR^ campaign of terror has es- 
calated. 

Yesterday’s bomb was dis- 

ooveted on a building site on ite 

TTwin Omagh Road within 50 

metres of the Fir Trees Hotel af- , 
ter a wamii^ call from the IRA. 

The hotel, 2b homes and 
nearlty factories were all evac- 
uated. Superintendent Mervyn 
Hood of me Royal Ulster C on- 

stabulaty said: “This was cer- 
tainly no phoney attack, it w% 
designed deliberately to kiU 
'and maim secunw forces Md 
anyone gpt in their way. 

' He said tbe device contained 

between 10001b and 15001b of 
e:q)losives held in tiiree 45 gal- 
lon drums with a firing padc and 

command wires auacned. 

Homs before yesterday’stfis- 
covery a police officer' was 
slightly injm^ ^cn an explo- 
sive device was thrown at a pa- 
trol in the Co *tyronc village of 
Ppmercyi an attadc described ty 
tbe RUC as “murderous”. In 
the past week there have also 

been attacks on police vehides 

in Dungannon, CO '^'Tone Md 

T Co Armagh, 
jlie chairman of Strabane 


District Council, Edward Turn- 
er be would now have no 
chdee. but to ach^ busdness peo- 
ple ag^tngt futnre investment in 
the area. “'Ws’ve had something 
in excess of 500 bombs here over 
the yeais,” he said 

In London, security around 
the House of Omamons was no- 
tioeabty lightened as Dowomg * 
Street rejected an appeal by 
Gerry Adams in a fax to John 
Major for the Prime Minister to 
authorise offictal talks vrith Sinn 
Fein to “Idckstart” the stalled 
peace process. The Prime Min- 
cer’s office said it was “bypo- 
critical” of the Sinn Fein 
president to call for talks with 
the Govmmeni wfaQe the IRA 
was planting bombs and.plan- 
ning teirorist attacks. 

T^e hostile response from 
Number Tfen underlined the 
anger among ministers at the 
IRA's warning last week that 
there would be no renewal of 
the ceasefire before die election. 

“Ihe UK Government is not 
going- to authorise asyone m 
have discussions with Sion Fein 
in. the absence of a ceasefire. It 
IS hypocritical to talk about 
peace when bombs are being 
planted in Nortbeni Ireland 
and possibly clsewbeie - who 
knows?” said a Downing Street 
spokesman. 

Andrew Htmler, diairman of 
the Nextheam Intend connnitlee 

of backbench Ibty MPs, said it 
was up to Son Fem to make the 

first move. But he added: "Di- 

alo^e has to be meaningful and 
based upon an unequivocal 
restoiation of the ceasefire and 
ther e is nothu^ 10 talk about 
vi 4 ifie file Fiorisraiials are sdD in- 
tent on — violeaoe.” 

A Sinn Fein qxikesman said 
‘Tohn Major has said he has new 
ideas for the pomprocess, but 
he wants to learn them until af- 
ter de eleetic^ We would pre- 
fer to bri^ diis g^now laiher 
than have, a vacuum for 12 
weeks untfi the election is over.” 


posed “the dreadful inadequa- 
cy of the moniunii^ systems 
.whidi are amposed to ensnre 
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safety' at h^-security ho^ 
lals . “The revelations are 
^loddng,” she said. “Bm as (fis- 
tmbing B the fact fiw* this al- 
leged trade in pornography and 
paedophile activity could have 
gone on undiscovo^ in a hos- 
pha! that has alreacty been sub- 
ject to a leoent fundameual and 
far-readiine inquiry under tbe 
chaiimanship of Sir Louis 
Blom-Coqper. 

She said tbe inquity must ad- 
dress “the chronic nonage of 

staff” at the bo^tal unit and 
said the *‘ gpppng of ««rfr *hy The 
Govemmem had made it more 

difficult to brif% to li^sudial- Stormy weathen Gale force winds lashing Blackpool pier and tower yest erday. The strong waves, some 80ft nigh, bremaied tm town s sea 
legations. dsfences, fordng the closure of Blackpool's famous promenade to all traffic and trams Photograpn: John Giaowin 
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Armada 1130 

Intel Pentium® 120 -MHz processor 
1 GB hard drive 
16-MB memory 
10.4'" CSTN screen. 


We’re increasing the value and reducing the prices on all our Armada notchoolu. 
In fact, the whole range has large price reductions of up to 23? b. Thi.s means Compaq 
quality notebooks are now even more affordable. 

And that includes the highly practical, really easy to use Armada 1130, with 120-MHz 
Pentium processor. What’s more, all this comes from the world’s leading PC company. 

For more information contact your reseller or for a brochure pack send off the 
■ coupon or call us between S.30am and 8pm (9am-5pm at weekends.) 

Tel: 0990 50 00 20 
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Dorrell set for 
a climbdown 
over NHS Bill 


CoGn Brown 

Qwef Political Cofresporeient 

A retreat on the NHS Primary 
Care Bill is eq>eaed to be sig- 
oaDed today by Ste^n DonelL 
the Secretaiy oi State for 
Health, to avoid a row with 
Sy doctors over ‘‘supennarket 
surgeries” filing the Ibries' 
general election campaign. 

Mr Dorrell privately has as- 
sured the doctors* leaders that 
an amendment mil be made to 
the BQ] during the committee 
stage to make it clear that 
supennaricet chains will not be 
^de to hire GPS, although 
pilots may be allowed for 
supermarkets to open surgeries 
with GFs as their tenants. 

Labour will reinforce its 
r ^ yogtioo to the “siqKniiaiket 
cuuse” by fordi^ a vote toni^t 
against Uie second reading of 
the BilL The Labour motion 
s^ die proposal to aDow pri- 
vate companies to hire CPs 
would undermine the doctor- 
patient relationship and ‘*pave 
the way for privatisation of the 
NHS”. 

Mr Dorrell agreed to revise 
the clause after the British 
Medical Association warned 
that it woold ask GPs to make 
the proposal for *^petmarket 
surgeries” an election issue. 
Among stores which have 
expres^d an interest are Asda, 
and Unichem, the chemist 
chain. 

The move Mr Dorrell to 
silence the criticism comes as 
the Goveimnent is gearing up 


for the election with a series of 
economic statistics - mdudix^ 
the labour market figures 
tomorrow and the retail price 
index on Thursday - which are 
expected to show, continued 
economic recovecy. 

Downing Street said a *T}eIt> 
log set of indusuy pricing fig- 
ures” showed record lows 
demonstrated the “very low 
infladon pressures in the econ- 
omy”, a dear ago that John Ma- 
jor issupporting the Chancellor. 
Kenned Gazte, in resisdi^ 
the pressure Eddie George, 



Eddie George: Pressure for an 
increase in interest rates 

the Governor of the Bank of 
England, for an increase in 
interest rates. 

Mr Qarice caused a renewed 
fluny of speculation about the 
election date when he told a 
conference of new^iaper editors 
in Londi^ “We’re bound to get 
one called in the next few 
weeks." 


The Prime Minister must 
(all an election by 22 May and 
although he is known to favour 
hanging on until 1 May — the 
date of the local elections - 
there was spe^ation that next 
week, he might cancel the 
Winal South by-election on 27 
Februajy to hold an election on 
20 March or 10 ^ril. 

Defending Britain’s rejection 
of the European social c^ter, 
Wniiam Whld^iave, Qrief Sec- 
retary to the '^asury, said an 
extra 33 milli on Europeans 
could be in work if the Gmti- 
nent matched the job-creatiiig 
record of the United States. 

In a keynote speech to the 
Social Market Efoundation in 
London, Mr Wtidegrave u^d 
Europe to adopt an American- 
style flexible labour markeL 

He rounded on Britain's Eu- 
ropean Union partners for cre- 
ating the European social 
diapter on workers’ rights, and 
for burdening employe with 
high levels of protection for 
staff. 

Mr Major is eiqiected to give 
a boost to the Tories’ election 
campaign on education at a 
press conference in London 
today. Govenunent scKitoes said 
the Prime Minister would be 
highlighting nuiseiy education 
- one of the key battlegrounds 
for the election. 

The Government is to 
expand nationally from 1 A^rfl 
the offer of £1,100 voucher for 
every four-year-old to pay for 
nursery care in the pubb'c, pri- 
vate or voluntary sector. 



Mfieting of continents: Jcrtm Major extolling tiie merits of Britain as the best place to do business at the Latin America trade conference In 
London yesterday, which was attended by the presidents of Peru, BradI and I^ama Riotographr Russell. BcvcofReutets 


Role-play to give women that vital push for Parliament 


Pran Abranns 

Pbirtical Correspondent 

Aspiring Labour MPs could 
find themselves role-playmg 
advice surgeries or showing 
their talent “on the stump” im- 
der plans aimed at putting more 
women into Parliament. 

Plans to introduce a variety 
of new tests for selection ap- 


plicants are being conskleied by 
a committee set up to find a re- 
placement for all-women short- 
lists, which were declared iOegal 
las^ar. 

The group, which is exp&n- 
ed to report to the parly next 
month, may also sugg^ re- 
placing the controversial all- 
women lists with a quota ^stem 
under which shortlists would 


have to be at least SO per cent 
female. A third reform under 
coDsideraticHi is a central “ap- 
proved” list of candidates lite 
the one already run the 
Coo^rvatives. 

The idea of roIe-pI^ is de- 
agned to make selection pro- 
c^ures more women-friendly. 

Pany sources say that many 
women fail to push themselves 


forward under the existing se- 
lection procedures, in which 
candidates are questioned in 
crowded meeting rooms. They 
add that some candidates who 
impress members with their 
platform skills turn out to be 
hopeless on the doorstep or 
wten dealing with constituents. 

“You could select someone 
who has made a brilUant speech 


and then when you them out 

on the campaign trail they are 
no good at all," one MP sajd. 

All-women shortlists were 
outlawed last January by an m- 
dustrial tribunal in Le^ after 
two male members complametf 
that they were being discriini- 
□ated against. Since then the 
proportion of women selected 
for winnable seats has plum- 


meted. Labour’s overseas-aid 
spokeswoman, Qare Short, 
pointed out recently that she 
wasoneofonly 187 women MBs 
ever elected to PariiamenL 
ITie policy had already had 
some elfecL and is lilrefy- to' 
boost the. number of wonKxt. 
MPs toraround W put p£ J 
However, this will siin be. very 
low in comparison to other 


countries such as Germany, 
where around a quarter of MPs 
are women. Tlieie, the SoedaJ 
Democrats operate a quota 
system. 

Maiy-Ann Stephenson, cam- 
paigns officer for the Eawcett 
Soa^, which campaigns for 
. more women m Pariiament and 
public life, w^ramed the pro- 
posals. 


This could make a differ- 
ence. MIfidenhig the selection 
procedure so that it is not just 
about being aMe to make one 
big bam-storming speech at 
(me meeting is quite important,” 
said. 

She added that extra training 
for potential candidates could 
also help them to put their 
best feetfoiwardL 




Ybu c» count on US. 

When you cany the American Express Card, you 
carry the assurance tiiat virtually wherever you 
are in the wotid, you can have a cash advance 
couriered to you in an emergency and you can 
have the Card replaced within 24 hours. There is 
someone you can call to help yo\i with tilings like 
obtaining an Engjish-speaking lawyer or doctor; 
and weTl even send along prescription medicine 
or contact lenses if you’ve left them behind 
somewhere on your trip. We've designed these 
services and more witii you in mind. 

To find out how we can help you do more, call; 

0800 700 767 


Harman plans 
one-stop shops 
for unenmbwed 


Colin Brown 


Some social security o8i(»s will 
be sold off in a metger with 
High Street JefoCentres. saving 
the taxpayer up to £100m, un- 
der plans by Harriet Harman, 
Labour’s SQ^ security spokes- 
woman. to introduce “one-stop 
shops” for the unempiciyed. 

liie plans fit in with the 
“simpler and smarter” govern- 
ment promis^ yestej^y by 
Tbny Blair, foe Labour leader, 
and Ms Hannan claims they 
could transfonn help for the un- 
employed to get back into work 
with a saving for foe taxpayer. 

Ms Harman, who has iret to 
aimounce the details, esti^tes 
that there could be a saving of 
£50m a year on administration 
costs, with a one-off sav ing of 
£30m on foe sale of unwant^ 
social security ofifioes or Job- 
Centres. “it’s not just about sav- 
ing mon^. If s arout improiing 
foe service to foe customer.” 

Under foe changes, vfokfo 
have foe backing of Qtizens* 
A^ce Bureaux, vriticb deal 
with foe problems, cl aimants 
woidd be able \a obta^ he^ 
with their job search at the same 
time as fo<y applied for their 


weekly benefits. The one-stop 
shops, using computer tech- 
nology, could also advise on the 
avafial^'ty of cfaikicare facilities 
to enable mothers to seek work, 
and it could be used for foe p^- 
ment of housh^ benefit which 
is currently handled by local 
authorities. A tougher com- 
plaints pracedine for customers 
would be introduced to rein- 
force foe improvements. 

The starting point has to be 
refocused so that for people of 
working a^, foe emphasb will 
be on getting them off benefit 
and into work. You have to 
focus foe service to getting 
smaller, but smarter, govern- 
ment," said Ms Hannan. 

It would end the duplication 
of (jueues, which Ms Harman 
found in Derby, where 
claimants have to queue for 
their benefit in one office, be- 
fore going into foe JobCentre 
next door to queue again for va- 
cancies. That waste of fone 
and resources, she believes, is 
repeated across Britain, and is 
hindering claimants from find- 
ing work. Streamlining foe 
deliveiy of help for daimants 
and those seeking work could 
also help to cut fraud. 



Blair at work on 
small businesses 



Cards 
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Tony Blair is to make a con- 
certed effort to portray Labour 
as the party of small business in 
foe run-up to a^neral election 
with a series of initiatives aimed 
at highlighting the Tories’ fail- 
ing writes Fran Abrams. 

At foe launch of L^xxif’s lat- 
est campaign y^rday. the 
party's smafi-business s^kes- 
woman said the present gov- 
ernment bad created more 
regulations than it had abol- 
ished, tying up companies in 
swathes of red tape. 

Labour has promised to dou- 
ble the loans made to lym all 
technology firms under a gov- 
ernment ^larantee scheme in 
association with the banks and 
to have an aimual parliamentary 



debate on small bu^ess. h also 
says it will give small firms a 
stronger voice on foe Deregu- 
lation Taskforce and provide an 
internet site which can be osed 
for training. 

Next month the pa^ will 
hold a forum with smalLbud- 
ness men and women in Lon- 
don to discuss projects which 
mi^t help to cut red tape. 

In the next few months the 
shadow chancellor Gordon 
Brown, shadow president of 
foe board of trade Margaret 
Beckett and small-basiuess 
spokeswoman Barbara Roche 
will take part in meetings and 
discussions throughout the 
country to bi^light foe cam- 
paign. 


Long quest for the 
simple answer 

uestioas” in the House of Commoas are not foe 
■ Isame as questions elsewhere. Outside 

(doifotless a consequence of our education 
^em)7me word suggests somethii^ to which an “answer” 
might be forthcoming. This oonvention stc^ at St 
Stephen’s entrance; after nearly two decad^ in power this 
lot of ministers have perfeoed ^ the other, less revealing, 
ways of dealiim with foe impertinences of implied criticism. 
For the first 10 years, of course, it was “when the 
honour^le gentleman's party was in govemmenL the 
country was five mbnites away from insurrection and the 
blo(xl of white Engjishwomeo ran red in the streets”. 

'foday, some minis ters do not trouble even to refer to the 
fact that a (piestion has been asked, simply slagging off 
current Labour polir^ (or lack of it) tty way of response. 

One oasis in this des^ however, is transit (pestiims. 
Here, as yesterday, the chosen technique is not abuse or 
evasion but extreme long-windedness. Thie, the replies 
invariably begin with an expression of astonishment and 
hurt that foe bon. gent, or latly oppose should be so 
ignorant of the fects, or unappreciative of heroic 
government efforts, as to ask su^ a hostile ({uestion. But 
then fo^ set to and answer. And answer. And answer. 

'Bike junior nunister John 'SUatts, who b capable of 
immense expatiation on foe subject of planting trees next 
to motorways, and will always sacrifice an unnecessaty joke 
in favour of a lengthy invitation for members to jom him in 
a viat to said trees. 

His colleague, John Bowls, is eqtmlly unfdvolous. He it 
was who fielded an enquiry from Michael Brown (Con, 
Brigg and Cleefoorpes) concerning (Irivers falliiig asleep on 
foe M180/A180. A study from Loughborough Uiiiveisity 
bad suggested that there was “clear evidence that if one 
travels in an easterly direction towards Grimsby, the road 
has certain oonditions that cause drivers to go to deep”. 

Mr Bowb leaned his substantial stomach against the 
dispatch box, and settled in for a long reply. In generaL he 
told foe Hbi^ accidents on foat stretch of rood were low 
(1 half expected to discover that on foe German A180 they 
were much higher, due to foe Soda! Chapter), but there 
were indeed many inddems of driver fatigue. How could 
he explain thb? Mr Bowb thoughtfully and seriousty and 
slowly outlined all the conceivable options: len^y 
journeys m^t account fev it, he droned, as might road 
conditions, or - possibly - "drivers not observing foe 
Highway Code”. In other words, every factor foat might 
e^lain aity aeddent anyvriicre at aity time, ^rsooalty. I am 
attracted to the idea that this stretch of ro^ b (for some 
reason) frequented by acquaintances of Mr Borns, vriio - 
recallit^ evenings ^nt vnfo the great . drift off into 
fatal reverie. 

^ But hold on a second, you may say. How can you 
s^uJtaneously complain about fo'smissive answers from the 
dispatch box, and over-long ones? And bow would you 
respond to questions from the likes of foe sententious Dr 
Rr^it Spii^ drink-bannii^ half-naeraber from Castle 
Point? Dr Spink, resplendent in a double-braasted suit 
(though he barely mnsters a single breast himself), was 
a^ing Tbity Newton (Leader oute House) about drugs 
poli(ty. Would be not commend foe efforts of SN Aft 
stands’* (said Spink, proudly) “for Say No and Phone”. I 
would have pmd a yeai's salary had Newton suggested 
Spink might usefully FOAD. "Which stands for ...” 
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To catch this offer you^ll have to be faster than the speed of sound. 
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New York return for £1.0. 





UswM 




To celebrate 10 successjul years since privatisation, we’re selling 10 tickets on every Concorde flight from London to Neu’Yorkfor the next 
10 days for a special anniversary price of £10 return. Tickets goon sale at precisely 1 0pm tonight. Simply call 0345 222 111. God speed. 
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The justice system is 
racist, says mother 


The molher of the murdered 
black teenager Stephen 
Lawrcace broke down in coun 
yesterday as she attacked a 
“racist" judicial system which 
had atloned her son's killers to 
cheat justice. 

Speaking at the re-opened 
inquest into his death, at ^uth- 
wark Coroner's Court in south- 
east London, Doreen Lawrence 
described the promising IS- 
year-old A-level student as 
“very firicndly''. "a quiet person" 
who was "loved eveiyonc". 

But Mrs Lawrence, who saw 
three wlilte men formally ac- 
quitted of her sons street stab- 
bing murder after a private 
prosecudon she brought folded 
last year, grew more angry as she 
added: “My son was murdered 
nearly four years ago. His IdUers 
ate st&l walking the street." 

She told the coroner. Sir 
Montague Levine: "When my 
son was murdered, the police 
saw my son as a criminal be- 
Innging to a gang. My son was 
stereotyped ^ the poUcc. He 
was black, then he must be a 
criminal and they set about to 
investigate him and us. 

*^eir investigation lasted 
two weeks, that allowed vital ev- 
idence to be lost. My son's 



Seeking justice; St^ihen Lawrence, who was killed in a radst 
attack nearly four years ago, and his mother Doreen 


crime was that he was walking 
down the road looking out for 
a bus that would take him 
home. Our crime was livic^ in 
a country' where the justice sys- 
tem supports racist murders 
against innocent people. The 
value that this white racist coun- 
try puts on black lives is evident 
to seerincetbekOliogormyson. 

“In my opinion what hap- 
pened in the crown court was 
staged, meaning it was decided 
long before we entered the 
courtroom what would hap- 
pen. that the judge would not 


allow the evidence to be pre- 
sented to the jury.” 

Mrs Lawrence's son was 
stabbed as he waited for a bus 
in Eltfaam, south-east London, 
in April 1993. The family’s pri- 
vate prosecution - oidy the 
fourth to be brought in 150 years 
- came after the Crown ftose- 
cution Service abandoned the 
case against two young men in 
July, 1993, because it believed 
there was insuffident evidence 
to secure a oon^nction. 

Mrs Lawrence told the court 
she and her husband, Neville, 


searched for their son after a 
neighbour told them he had 
seen the attack. After failing to 
tind him. the couple drtjve to the 
local hospital where staff 
refused to let them see him. 

He died at lL37pm - some 
40 minutes after their arrival - 
of a haemorrhage due to stab 
wounds to the ^est and arm. 

Mis Lawrence claimed police 
officers at the hosphal ^ed to 
talk to the couple untfl the 
next morning. “No one told us 
airythmg at that stage." she 
said and accused officers of 
being *^ry patronising" to- 
wards her and dismissive of her 
informariofl. 

She said that when she first 
visited the police station, she 
tried to present an officervrith 
a list of names of possible peo- 
involved. “He folded the pa- 
per and rolled it into a ball in 
his hand. 1 asked him if he was 
^ing to put it in a bin. At the 
time they were not taking my 
son's death as seriou^ as they 
should have done." 

The coroner fold the juiy that 
the teenager had lefta 15(^aid 
trail of blood before collapsing 
unconscious and lost “an awful 
lot ofblood" as he tried to flee. 

The hearing conciaues. 


Loophole in seat-belt law 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Corre^jondent 

Childrens lives could be put at 
risk cash-strapped lo^ au- 
thorities and irresponsible 
coach companies exploiting 
loopholes in new legislation 
deigned to make journeys to 
school safer, safety campaign- 
ers claimed yesterday. 

The laws enfonriog fitting of 
seat-bells in minibuses and 
coaches caoying three or more 
Chilean came into force yes- 
terday. The Government was 
forced to act after a series of ac- 
cidents which included the No- 


vember 1993 M40 minibus 
crash in which 12 dtildten and 
their teacher were lolled. 

However, both safe^ cam- 
paigners and iodustiy lobty 
groups said they were “con- 
cerned*' about the new legisla- 
tion. “There are certainly 
loopholes in the law for older 
coaches. We eiqiea responsible 
operators to work within the 
spirit of the law," said Simon 
Posner, a spokesman for the 
Confederation of Passenger 
Transport, vriiich lobbies for 
the coach iodustiy. 

Under the laws there is no re- 
quirement that seat-belts added 


to older vehicles have to be 
checked by eq>ects. Last y^. 
inspectors for Royal Soaety 
for the Prevention of Accidents 
(Rospa), found one company 
had exhaust brackets to fit 

seat belts. 

Eiqierts also point out that al- 
thou^ coaches have to fit seat- 
belts, no operator bas to check 
children are wearing them. 
Rospa and the bus industry 
wants the Government to pay 
for ’‘escorts" to ensure children 
are strapped in. The Depart- 
ment ofi&anspoit later said it 
would shortly produce propos- 
als for inflecting the belts. 


Another flaw in the laws 
means campani^ could avoid 
fitting belts by limiting the top 
speed of their vehicles and hav- 
ing them reclassified as buses. 

Last week, TTie 

Shaw, a BBC consumer pro- 
gramme, obtained a letter TOm 
a Wbl^ council advising bus 
erators ateut another loop- 
hole in the seal-belt rules. 
Denbighshire county council's 
head of highways and trans- 
portation told companies that 
“you can of course ih ^ed lim- 
its to oostiiig vehicles, which win 
remove the requirement to fit 
seat-belts." 
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Find out what you can borrow, BEFORE hunting. 

The call is free, the quote is free, so why not ring TSB PhoneBank 

for more information. 


CALL FREE 
ref: INH1 


0500 758 OOO 


Mortgage Quotation Line 



We wavvtyou 
to say 


CiiUa to PheneBank irwiy b« rocoidod and tnoniioi«d. ATSB cheque eccounl is reqiwed. A eUtf anenl/eesignMion at a suitable trie poHcy may be lequiied by 
■he Bank a? socunt)- Applicants must be aged 18 or mar. Al loons subjea lo elitua. Not avalable in the Channel lelande. Written quotatione era 
available on request by caltng 0500 756 000. TSB Bank pic and TSB Bank Scotland pic ore raprea en tativee ol (he TSB Markemg Grow> wheh ia 
(O^iAaied by tho Per lOful Invo-umeni Authority only ter TSB life neuianoe. peneions. unh tiueie and offahore mvestmenla. Adwiee or reconmendatione letata 
only to the inveslmente tho TSB Mniluriing Group. TSB Sank pic. Victoria Houaa, Vietoria Square. Bkmingham Bt l8£. Req w tered in England and Walei^ 
Nianber 10B9368. TSB Bank Scotiwd pic, Honry Duncan House. 130 Geoiga SowL Edmbuigh EH3 4LH Regsiered in Scotland Nundwr 95237. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RiSK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON iT. 
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Tuned im Some of the 5,000 primary-school children all over London who yesterday swarmed into 'ttie Royal 
Festival Hall for the Lollipop Proms, to play music from the whole sonic spectrum Rioto^aph; Nicola Kurtz 


Inmates be 
put in police cells 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Le^l Affairs Editor 


Britaio's jaib will begin over- 
flowing next month, causing 
the Pr^n Service to resort to 
costly police cells unless con- 
troversial {duns fora floating jail 
get the go-ahead. Richaid Till, 
the director-geoeral. warned 
yestenk^. 

Speakiog at the service's an- 
nual ccmfeience in Manchester. 
MrTQt smd the population of 
the 133 establishments in Eng- 
land and Whies was likely to 
reach about 60.000 by next 
month, exceeding their total ca- 
pacity. But Weymouth and Port- 
land borough councils voted last 
week to 0 {^to% plans to moor 
the prison Fesoiution in 
Portland Ha^ur, Dorset. 
Without the ship. ^ 'Tiit 
warned: "We wilJ probably go 
into police cells around the 
middle of Marcib" 

Police cells cost up to £300 a 
night, six orseven times the cost 
of keeping a prisoner in a jail. 
Mr Till warned a meeting of 
prison governors earlier that the 


prison population would hit 

62.000 later this year. If the cur- 
rent rale of increase was main- 
tained it would reach at least 

66.000 by 2000. 

Lancaster City Council yes- 
terday deferred diKUSsioms of 
plans to use a former Pontin's 
holid^ camp at Heysham, near 
Morecambe. The site is close to 
two nuclear power plants. 
H^ham 1 and 2, and the 
Prison Service must draw up 
plans to safely and speedily 
evacuate the site in the event of 
an accident. 

However, the councillors de- 
cided to defer the matter until 
the service bad concluded dis- 
cussions with HM Nuclear In- 
siallaiioos Inspectorate. 

Prison officuUs bad intended 
to ship over their newly 
acquired jail from its current 
home on the Hudson River in 
New York and berth it in Port- 
land Harbour next' month 
until the local councils refused 
to give it planning permission. 
U was estimated that the float- 
ing prison will cost more than 
£4 di of taxpayers’ money. 


New scare fuels 
baby milk fears 




Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affoirs 
CoffKpond^ 


A second brand of baby milk bas 
been withdrawn following cas- 
es of salmonella poisoning 
among French babies. Two 
batches of the product 
Lemiel 2. made by Milupa, on 
sale in France onW, have been 
taken off the mark^ after two 
cases of salmonella anatum 
were coofinned. 

The mUk is made in the 
same fectory as MHumH the for- 
mula brand withdrawn from 
sale in the UK and Ireland af- 
ter 10 babies in Britain suffered 
the same infection. 

A spokeswoman for Milupa, 
now owned ^ the Dutch com- 
pany Nutrkia, said yesterday 
that no link had b^n con- 
firmed between the Milui^?! 
case and Lemiel 2 but the 
batches were being withdrawn 
as a precautionary measure. 
"It was thought the wisest thing 
to do while the Milumel inves- 
tigation was going on." 

An inspection of the Colmar 


factory in France where both 
brands are made had been un- 
dertaken by the French au- 
thorities, UK experts from the 
Department of Health, and 
Muupa's tedmical-quah'^ team, 
which had yet to find traces of 
salmonella. Some results of 
laboratoiy tests were still await- 
ed. “No other product is sus- 
peaed or linked. W? do not 
know of aiiy other cases," added 
the spokeswDipan. 

I^tti Rund^, imeraatiooal 
co-otdinator for Baby Milk Ac- 
tion, called for the Govenmimt 
and the European Commission 
to instigate tests at the Cedmar 
and all other ba^ food facto- 
ries and for all breascmilk sub- 
stitutes to carry warniogs. 
“Nuixidaand bfihiipa h^ 
naOlions ofpcHimls onpromo^^ 
which has minimteed the rides of 

artificial fe e^g ...” she said. 

“Since all dairy herds have sal- 
monella and other contamina- 
tions intermitlentty and it takes 
only a very organisms to in- 

fect a formula-fed infant, parents 
should be aware of the riw they 

when buy these products." 
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In the red soil of Angola, twenty 

million land mines. 

For a young aid worker, James Jordan, 
one step too far. 

For his mother, Molly, the start of a 
journey that will change her life tor ever. 

Who killed James Jordan? 

Where does the blame really lie? 
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Scientists 
of the 
rodqwol 




starfish 
to twinkle 
amid the 
pollution 




^rys Uoyd-Picrce 

A iare ^edes of dny sfaz&li 
tually wiped out when the 5ta 
£>?¥»es 3- tanker died more than 

TOjOOO tonnes of oiide oil on the 


I^endndreshire coast 12 mmbs 

agp may be getting a helping 
band to legeneiate hs numbers 
thanks to a sophisticated 
procesof DMA maidi- nnalring 
The brooding cushion star - 


Rare d^it: A pair of the tiny brooding cushion stars sharing a rock pool at West Angle Bay vriSTtheiMaisar cousin, the cushion star Photogjaph: Rob Stranon 


Police fail 
test over 
stop and 
search 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Ateirs Editior 

, A dramatic teduedon in the use 
of stop-and-search powers by 
police produced a be^r rate 

arrests ^l^liOe inainlaniTng r rtin/* 

. clear-up rates, accordii^ to re- 
seaicb published yesteid^, 

lllie resohs will pot pressure 
-vge^li^EKe^SCBs^ thc‘ 

number o3^ ^ind searches, 
wU&ii hai« ’caas«^'^pe^^ 
discontent amemg the Afro- 
C^iilA>ean coomiuniiy fo 
suggestions of rictinmation of 
bladcyouths. 

. In the first experiment of its 
kind, a comparative study be- 
tween two similar Metropolitan 
‘Police divisions found that a 
52 percent reduction in ^Ike 
' and Criminal ^'dence Act 
searches conducted in IbOen- 
faam, north London, produced, 
a higher lado of consequent ar- 
rests but did not appear to 
damage clear-up rates. In the 
other division, rauxball, south 
Ltmdon, arid oationaily, seaicfa- 
es incxea»d during the stiufy pe- 
riod, which ran from July 1995 
to June 1996. 

Numbers searched in Tot- 
teoham fell from 7^334 to 3,533. 
Altbottgh arrests also fell by 
45 per cent, the proportion re- 
sulting from searches rose fimn 
10 per cent to 12 per cent Al- 
though smilar iii sze, social and 
economic factors, police dhd- 
sicnal stzengdi and mganisatioa, 
the numbers stopped in Vaux- 
hall were 7,743 - similar to the 
previous year. 

Two kqr distinctions between 
the two areas tqjpear to account 
for the wide dtsi^^ in the use 
of the power. Ehuing the stuefy, 
n4udr was oondticted by the Na- 
tional Association for the Care 
and Resettlement of Offenders 
for the Hariqgi^ Communily 
and Police Consultative Group, 
anvoce stopped in Tbttenham 


was ^ven a leaflet oqilaining the 
police powe r s being used and 
tbe ioorvidual's rigbis: Those 
Slopped in VhmdiaU were not 

In addition. searcJies tmd 
been removed as a perfor- 
mance indicator in Tbttenham, 
wfafie the diviskm had unproved 
targetingof $uspe(^ and given 
a commitment to in^nove re- 
■:laticais with. tbe conmumity. 
Searches lemain a performance 
measure in V^uxhaD. 

The snufy found that 45 per 
cent of those searched m Tbt- 
teahaih were black, although 
blade people account for onfy 
24 per cent of the local popu- 
lation. Bemie Grant, Labour 
MP for Tbttenham; said: **I 
have never argued that the po- 
lice should not have the power 
to stop and search' when th^ 
have cause to suq>eci crim- 

inal activity. But unnecessary 
use of stop and search has now 
become so extensive as to 
amount to an abuse of d^ 
rights." 

David Gflbertsoo, a Metro- 
politan Police commander and 
formerly Division Chief Su- 
perintendent at Tottenham, says 
in the foreword to the report 
that the leaflet initiative had led 
to “a marked reduction in the 
level of stc^ and search without 
any apprraable loss in tenns of 
effective policing”. 

Ann E>unii, one of the re- 
port’s authors, said the leaflet 
*‘made some officers think twice 
about stopping somebody". 

Tbttenham's dedaon to scrap 
stop and search as a perfor- 
mance indicator in favour of a 
“quality, not quantity” mea- 
sure is also likely to have played 
a signiflcanl pan. 

Stop and search was **8 con- 
tact ^rt for officers", wfaicb 
was highly competithc tetween 
teams trying to outdo oth- 
er, one senior Tbttenham offi- 
cer told the researchers. 


DAILY POEM 

The Poplar and the Passer-By 

^ Wasiva Popa, translated by Anne Pennington 

They're widenir^ ihe street 
Clog^ with ir^c 
They’re feVingOte poplars 

The buUdozers take a run-i^ 

And HTt/t a s&^ Ww 

Knock down m trees 

One poplar just trembkd 
Wtihstooddsairon 

The buMozer pulls back 
Bxjmhernoidfy 

■Prepares for the final chai^ 

Jn the huddle ofpassershy 
Thm's an ehiafy irian 

■ He uUks Ids hat off to the poplar 
Waves his umbrella at her 
And shouts at the of his voice 

Qcn'i^veinlaye 

^tins about the dei^qpiru work of the Serbian poet 'V&sko 
FOpaa912-l991), Tbd ffiighes has called it ‘^onie of the most 
^twSirwthfnp; in modem poetiy”: Pope's Cr d keted Bxms, whiefa 
fiist appeared in 1 978 in Anne Permington's ttanslation, has 
now been revis^ and expanded Brands R Jones. It is pub- 
lished by Anvil Press at £25. • 



so named because it incubates 
its eggs flourishhig in rock 
pools at West Ai^le Bay until 
heiny pollution from the tanker 
reduced numbers from an esti- 
mated 150 to apjBOTiinate^ , 1 


More seriously stiD, the re- 
maining Pembrokeshire popu- 
lation failed to breed last year 
and the end of its three- to four- 
year life cyde is now ap- 
proadring. Aimrding to expens 


from King's College, London, 
and the Field Studivs Council 
who haw been moniUMing iu 
the Welsh cushion star is con- 
sidered lo he functionally extinct 
without man’s inlervcmion. 


“The bermaphnxIiiebnKxI- 
ing cushion >iar needs to ag- 
gregate in iirder lo breed," Dr 
Roland fc'msnn, senior lecturer 
in hktfogy at King's Ccrilcgc. ex- 
plaincJL “Even if they are only 


separated 1^' u few met res with- 
in a XiK‘k pool they c.innot lo- 
cale each other in order fur lliLs 
lo happen. Sunvys carried oui 
four nionilLs und'eighl mimihs 
alter the spill indicate that Ihe 


remaining population is loo 
widely scattered for repn^c- 
lion 10 lake place." 

The only hope of regeneral- 
ing the colony in West ,-\ngie 
Bay - where ii was tirxt identi- 
fied a.s a .separate species in the 
mid-Scventics - is by extracting 
DNA from iLs tube feet and 
from those of .'^iceitnens in- 
habiting similar tvnuin in south 
Dcs’on and creating u genetic 
picture to sue if the two are suf- 
lieiently ci^mpaiihle lo breed. 

.Anch' Simms, atfiblani war- 
den and deputy director ol 
studies at the Field Studies 
Council’s Oriellon Field Cen- 
tre, D>‘fed. hi'pes compatibili- 
ty cun be confirmed o.s he is 
anxious ab^ut the long-term 
coascqucnccs for the rock psKil 
community in the hayslKHild ihc 
siurfish disappear. 

"The removal of any organ- 
ism cun he a negative thing as 
the .sliibilire of the marine com- 
munily iMng in those piniLs i.% 
inevitably weakened." he s<iid. 
“It is rather like the innise-iif- 
cards effeei. keep taking the 
cards away and eventually the 
whole thing will evllapsc." 

“Whellier in not the brooding 
cusliion s(.ir is a kevMi me s(vcies 
hasvvi to he cstahlLshed, hut one 
<if the reasons this site is ex- 
tremely specuil LS heciiuse it is so 
rich ill terms of hkiJiversitv iind 
it would Iv a gre.il pity for that 
uhundiince to diminisli." 
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Tidy Biium Grutip. 

Helping ru jcfifeie a buer-frcK' 
emiranment. 


Tried, 

tested, 

and better for the environment 


Goiiig/or Green. < 

Milking a u’lirU i f Sffereni\ - i»igedier. j 


The Ecolabel has been intro- 
duced to help consumers choose 
products which are less harmful 
to the environment. 

It is an award for products which 
have been independently assessed and 
judged to be better for the environment 
than others, in their category. 


If a product has an Ecolabel you 
know that it meets the European Union 
Environmental Award criteria. 

Choosing a produa with an Ecolabel 
is one of many simple steps you can take to 
help protect and care for your environment. 

To find out more call 0345 86 86 86, 
or cut out the coupon. « 
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Dounreay 

dilemma 


over shaft 


used for 


atom junk 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


' A deep hole nn a remote Scot- 
• tish cliftlop is one of BriiuiD's 
cwo most awkward and dan- 
gertms radioactive sites. Yes- 
terday its owners, the UK 
Atomic Energy Authority 
(UK.AEA). announced three 
‘more research coniracts into 
how the Dt^unreay waste shaft 
can be made permanently safe. 

It has promised to present 
•hrm propos^ to ministers tn* 
the end of this year. One option 
is to freeze the ZOOfr depth of 
the water-tilled, vertical shaft. 
But. whatever solution is em- 
braced. the hipest priorities wfl] 
be to eliminate the risk of a 
chemical explosion or a “criti- 
cality'' - a runaway nuclear 
chain-reaction. 

Rir 20 years, starting in 1957. 


radioactive waste from Doun- 
reay, on mainland Britain's 
northernmost coastline, was 
dropped into the shaft. A vol- 
ume equivalent to a medium- 
sized house took the plunge, it 
has left Dounreay under inren.se 
criticism and would never be 
contemplated today. 

In 1977. a hydrogen explosion 
blew the concrete lid off the 
shaft, scattering small quantities 
of radioactive material. Dump- 
ing ceased and ever since the 
shaft has been monitored for 
any build-up of explosive gas. 
Were that were to happen, ni- 
trogen would be pumped in to 
prevent a blast. 

Bui this is not a permanent 
solution; for the next few tens 
of thousands of v’ears, any es- 
cape of waste from the shaft 
would be highly dangerous. 
Unless a breal^tcr is built, and 





Hot issue; Dounreay, the site of a cllfftop umste receptacle ttiat is one of the most perplexing problems feeing the British atomic energy industry Photograph; John Voos- 


that too is under coosideraiion. 
the sea will breach the shaft in 
about 2U0 years. Only UKAEAs 
sealed-oCf Number One pQe at 
Windscale. Cumbria, site of 
the 1957 reactor fire which was 


Britain's worst nuclear acci- 
dent. presents greater dean-up 
difficulties. 

UKAEAs Dounreay duector. 
Roy Nelson, said* "Clearly, the 
shaft is the most chaJlengiag 





A neck tiu'ury can mean months 
of visits to a specialist for 
treatment And, if youVe not 
i adequately covered, it can also 
mean months of expend bitts. 

Some policies don't cover 
I treatments like osteopathy and 
chiropractic. And, nGiwfibiy, SQ^ 
don't give you full cover for 
bamos ike spemalist coiBU&atiofs 


task we face here." A solution 
wfl] cost hundreds of millions of 
pounds. Dounreay, 20 miles 
from John O'Croats, was where 
Britain spent 40 years trying to 
peifixrt the fast-breeder reactor, 
v^ich turns uranium into plu- 
tonium •‘breeding** its own fiiel. 

Three rem:tors were built 
and all have diuL The pro- 
^’amme was killed because of 
costs, but the ste will employ* 
hundreds of people and abwrb 
billkmsof pounds into the next 
century. The I5ft diameter shaft 
used to haul away rock 
carved out when a tunnel was 
bored out to sea. taking Doun- 
reay's Kquid low-ievel radioac- 
tive waste 600 yards o^hore. 

In the 1950s.' permission was 
obtained to use the shaft as a 
dump ^ krw arid in termediate- 
ievel ra^oaoive waste. A con- 
crete plug was placed at ihe 
bottom to seal the shaft from 
the tunnel and the sea. Some 
10,000 items were taken there 
from plants and laboratories 
around Dounreay in flasks. 
These would open and the 
waste plu^e into the fresh wa- 
ter which had seeped in. 
UKAEA has been combing old 
logs to find out what was 
dipped and has interviewed re- 
tired Dounreay workers- 
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1-7 -ki t - y v /. . 


FSt'V . ••••.• -V . .-j-.'a 


TMcfc concreiB plug scab 
Stan off liun tunnel 




Outfall emenies EOD 
yantS offshora 




/SCOTLAND m 


Items as bis as lathes went 
down the sh^ So did glove 


boxes, used to shield workers as 
they manipulated bi^ly ra- 
dioactive materials. The 1977 
explosion was caused by a mix- 
ture of sodium and potassium, 
the volaule coolant in fast- 
breeder reactors, inadvertent- 
ly dumped in the shaft The 
mixture reacted with water to 
produce l^drogen. All that was 
needed was a spark to ignite it 
and because sodium burns in 
air, that was readily available. 

It will take thousands of 
years for radioactivity in the 


waste to decav to Dcpl^ble Icv*- 
els. Making ft safe in the long 


term may require pulling it out 
of the shaft and placing It in a 


of the shaft and piacmg it ui a 
permanent reposiioiy. It is too 
dangerous for people to do. so 
remote-controlled arms and 
grabs combined with closed-dr- 
cult television will be used. The 
worst, nightmare is a nuclear 
chain-reaction begmniag in a 
sludge of uranium and pluto- 
nium particles which may build 
up at the bottom of the shaft. 

Dounreay scientist Doug 


Graham said such a “criticali- 
pf* was inconceivable in the 
undisniibed shaft. But any tech- 
nique devised for tecnov^ the 
waste would have to proviiK ab- 
solute assurance, no chain-re- 
action could happen. 

WhOe the ultra long-term so- 
lution will probably involve 
emptying the shaft, UKAEA is 
also considering interim solu- 
tions. One option is to bore 
holes all around it and pump 
refri^rants through these to 
freeze the water and waste. 


and surgeons’ fees. 

Priinecare, from Prime Heattb 
offers all this cover and much 
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to some companies^ bui^ 
schemes. On top of which, we’re 
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Extra government funding of 
£43m over the next three ye^ 
to help rebuild Manchester 
centre was announced yesterd^ 
by the Deputy Prime Minister. 
Michael Heseliloe. 

Coining on top of a £20m 
gram from the European 
Uoioo. the money brin^ to 
£63ra public semor funding 
secured by Manchester Mil- 
lennium Limited - the taskforce 
set up to oversee (he rebuilding 
work in the wake of the IRA 
bomb expioston last summer, 
which injured more than 220 
peojHe. 

Regeneration diiefr say that 
the £63 td, together with a £20m 
bid submitted to the MfUenni- 
um Commission to create a 
^tioctive “xniilennhnD quar- 
ter*', will ’Tever id” more than 
£34001 of imvaxe investment for 
the ceoue. 

The £43m announced yester- 
day by Mr Keseltine from Lon- 
don via a video imk-up with 
planners in Manchester, will 
be channelled through the De- 
partments of Transport and En- 
vironment. 


The announcement was wel- 
comed by the city, and by 
Labour's depu^ leader. John 
Prescott, who was addressing a 
conference in Manchester. 


Judith Judd 

Education Uitor 


Regeneradon planners also 
iveOed their ‘’masterplan" for 


unveOed their ‘’masterplan" for 
rebuilding the dty centre yes- 
terday. 

Mr Prescott said Labour 
backed the plan "in prindple" 
- thou^ final awrovaJ would 
depend on the “fine print". 

The £43m will go towards 
schemes including diveiting traf- 
fic away from (he city centre, 
new bus fiidUties, pede^an and 
cycleways, and the creation of 
new public open spaces. 

Richard Leese, leader of 
Manchester City Council and 
depu^ cbaiiman of Manchester 
Millennium Limiied, said the fi- 
nancial commitment would en- 
sure delivery of the plans within 
the three-year targeL 

"Now we have the master- 
plan, the commitment and the 
resources to start the rebuild- 
ing in earnest, the private sec- 
tor wflj now have the confidence 
to invest." he added. 


Head teachers have told 
Labour it wiU cost £45m to fund 
a compulsory qualification for 
! all head teachers. Darid Hart, 
general secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of Head 
Teachers, bos asked for a speDd> 
ing comrhitmeot for the full 
amount from Labour in return 
for his association's support 
for a compulsory scheme. 

The Prune Minister and Tbi^ 
Blair dashed in the Commons 
over bead-teacher training last 
week after in^xxtors said 3,000 
beads were not up to scratch. 

A government-backed vol- 
untary qualification starts 
aucurim, though John Major 
hinted he might consider mak- 
ing it a requirement for all 
heads. Labour has said its 
scheme would be compulsory. 

Id a letter to David Biunkett, 
shadow Secretary of Slate for 
Education, Mr Hart argues: 
"Since the Labour wn- 
siders the national quali^tion 
of headship imporcanti it must 


be prepared to pay for all can- 
didates. We estimate that (here 
would be 15,000 candidates at a 
cost of £3,000 each or £45m.” 
FnOure fo pro)^ the mODcywfll 
worsen the difficulties aireatfy 
faced by many inner-dlysdfoote 
in teenuting new heads, he addk. 

Mr Hart says the Govern- 
ment diose not to make the pre^ 
sent scheme compulrazy 
because of the cost As a result, 
some heads win have to find the 
money from their own podeets. 

Heads lem^ sceptical about 
the need for compulaon bat Mr 
Hart says they could accept it 
if the Government provided 
all the funds and all candidates 
had the same opportunities to 
acquire iL 

■ Secondaiy beads said changes 
to A-Ievel to be announced to- 
day wnTl cost £600m. A new 
exam, haJftway between GCSE 
and ArlevH be intrpduced to 
encourage studrats to ^ a wider 
range of subjects. The Sec- 
ondary Heads Association said 
staffing and exam foewould cost 
more because Kudenls would be 
taking more exams. 
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World trips, free lunches, outings to the races 
- an everyday tale of Labour councillors 


Doncaster council was mn with a 
culture of arrogance and profligary. 

Christian Wolmar reports 


A culture of piofligagr home of 

airogance and an unassailable 

dtttoral po^ticHibas gccnm op 
insde the CQUDcfl winchin g 
noithem industrial town of 
Dopcager. aceordh^ tn inary 
foEoiCTcoundllois and ofSdais 
inlerviewedbyTfeJhrfywutorf 

Labour lias bera increasog 
its electoial dominance, like 
elsewiiere in local governmcot, 
so that the party now holds all 
bat five of the 63 seats on the 
coimcfi, making effective op- 
positioo (SfBcolL And within toe 
Labour sroi^ an inner caxicns 
crealedml^caDedtheMm- 

mg Commuiiity Group- a Twimi* 

left bw fixnn the when a 
minority of tte conocOlois were 


and iwat?es an the dedrioos 
in private before getting en<- 
doisement from the rest of the 
Labour ^roop. 

The District Auditor, GoidoB 
Snttc^ who is remonrible for 

amiftmg iha fvwinpy* 


i It was the 
arrogance of 
power which 
led to the 
freeloading? 


said at a meeting with leading 
oouncflloxs and offi cials that in 
the council there *Svas a afiiTO 
that has grown ^ needs to be 
looked ar*. 

It was, as one oonnd officer 
pat it, arrogance of pow^ 
er” wfakh led to the free-hnd' 
mg. One coimcffior tdd another 
ra£atb> elecUKl ooBeagpe: '‘Y m 
decide where you want to go 
and you find a reason wl^ you 
need to go there.** 

The Labour leader, Peter 
Welsh, 42, is a fonner mnw^ de- 
sofoed in die ZAancasterA^ as 
“a hit of a lad" and has attracted 
tKJtorie^ twice recenibr. He fait 
the local hea<fliaes a year agp 
when he was pictared in the 
i)oficadi 9 ' 5 (arat the laceoouzse 
with a woman on his bp. Notfar 


ing xemaifcdde in th^ as both 
are single; except that she bi^ 
penedtobealoea] Conserva- 
tive coundHor. Kate Bannard, 
and the two bnie gcme on to 
devek^wtet isdesaibedai ^ 
paper as a *Yonjantic attach- 
ment, 

Mr Welsh also attracted crit- 
kasm when, at the St Leer's 
dinner at the racecouise in 
S^cendxr 199S, he was re- 
ported in the Aoc^Aur to bane 
jeered Lord Wakeham, the 
Conservative peer who is also 
cfaaiiinan of the Betting Levy 
Board. 

The racecouise, owned and 
operated tsy the oomdl, B at the 
centre ctf aiaay of dm alkgadoos 


abroad were to vish racecourses 
to develop eipeiiise in nmning 
the Doncaster course. 

Forlhermore, every race day 
at Dcmcaster isa free nincfa and 
bar for the racecourse com- 
mioee, and a free drink and laoe 
d^etsforAmyothercDoodl- 
lor. The free bm has now been 
scr^jped folfowmg the auditor's 
cnticisin. 

The relatioiish^ with Dour 
caster 2000 is alan the sabject 
of oonoern and will be invesd- 
gated farther hy the ani&ar. 
The venture was set iq} by the 
eotmcfl as a -paitnerriup be- 
tween itself and a lo^ devel- 
<mer and builder called 
KeepmoaL 

Und^ a contract winch is 
now beiiig scrutinised for its le- 
galiQr by the auditor, the de- 
veloper gets first can on afi 
surplus councS land and shares 
the profits with the council. 

In Ms report, Mr Sutton crit- 
icised the net that ooundllois 
received hc^itali^ which ^ 
said was ''inappropriate be- 
cause of Its sonrce*. 

He said coundDois and offi- 
cers attendmg race mee tings 
found free raffle tickets on 
their seats and the prizes in- 
dudedan aD-ermenses paid trip 
for two to the i^tocky Derby. 

Another reason given for 
couadBoa' ti^ atnoad has 
been twinning with foreign 
towns. Doncaster has no less 
than five twin towns — Wnm- 
ington. North C^Una. Avkm 


Fine prospect: Doncaster racecourse seen from the counelTs new grandstand 


in Noithen franoe, Heiien in 
Germaxiy, Danddng in China 
and Gliwice in Poland. Ac- 
cording to council rules the 
jouin^ were supposed io be 
undeimken in eoouoiny class, 
but Mr Sutton found thai some 
trips were taken in business or 

el yb H<t«. 

Aer«iriwigtft ffniinrilfnifw«f^, 

air travel on higher rate fares, 
such as business or club, 
amounted to £204S1 in 199^ 
foroouncillors, and £15,461 for 
officers. Mr Welsh, the coundl 
leader, ^xaldi^ at a meetup of 
the council's policy and re- 
sources committee, sought to 
jus^ the hi gh trai^ costs by 
saying that club and tairiness 
tickets were more flexible than 
cheaper tickets. 

In foct, dub and basin ess 
dasses are much more ei^n- 
sive than fuD ecoDOxny, whi^ is 
also fu^ transfecable. 

The Conservative opposition 
leader, John Dainty, has on sev- 


eral ooeadoDs attempted to get 
infonnatiQa dx>ut the purpose 
of dm trips and a hiUlia of inose 
on them but has been unable to 
dosa 

He said: 'There has been no 
committee approval trf these 
tti|» and no reports ab^ what 
happened on mem.'* 

^en The Independent ap- 
proached fony Sellars, efaair- 
nuui of tlm Labour groiq), to ask 
him which coundl trips he had 
been on recently, be agreed that 
he had been to Chi^ ^en 
ariced if be had been to Poland 
he said* "] can’t comment on 
ihaL** 

Had be been to Sweden? 
T'vc no idea, I can’t remem- 
ber." Had he been U> Jersey? '1 
can't remember." be replied. 

And had be been to Japan? 
“No, not to Ja{»n." 

He said he \rould consult his 
diary and retain the call u> The 
Independent, but he did not 
do so. 


Segers 

denies 

ever 



Conservative councillor Kate Bannard with Labour group leader Peter Welsh, at 
Doncaster racecourse Photograph: Danum Press 


The former Wunbledi^n goal- 
keeper HaasSeguis, who is ac- 
cused of being part of a 
match-tiring plot, told a jury to- 
day yx'slcrday he had never 
ihniwn a game in his life. 

Segers was giving evidence at 
\\'indiesler Crown Court where 
he and former Liverp^xil and 
^Hith^pton goolkee^T Bitice 
Grobbelaar, 24, the former As- 
ton Villa and WimMcdon strik- 
er, John Fashanu. 34. and 
Malmriun HengSuan Lim,.^l, 
deny eonspiring to give and ac- 
cept corrupt payments. 

Segers told the court that in 
1W4 he was reecKing a wa^ of 
£1,(XK) a week, plus a .signing- 
on fee of£ 30 , 0 iXI}iX*ar, a £50jXin 
UiyaUy bonus and a “clean 
sheet" bonus. 

He .'ciid ilte 1 44.^ '4 scasoa the 
period m which the allegatiuns 
robite. was one of WimMcdon's 
must successful. 

Desmond De Sib a QC, 
Segers' ciiunseL asked if he 
had ever recehvd money or 
been ofl'er^ money for ihrvrw- 
ing a game. “No, never. Nobod>' 
a.skud roe to throw a game, I\e 
nc\'cr thrown a game," Segers 
replied. 

Segers .said his principal 
sources of income at that ti^*, 
outside playing foothalLwerc a 
lie eompai^. eommentaiy wvrk 
im I^icfa television, and he pro- 
vided match information and re- 
sult predietions on Dutch and 
English malohes for Mr Lim. 

He said he first met Mr Lim 
in 1 993, and agreed to do fore* 
easts on Dutch matches for 
£1,500. He said he mainly fore- 
cast Dutch matches but would 
help Mr Lim with information 
on teams in English matches. 

Asked if he knew* at the time 
that what he was doing nun* 
have been a^nst F^ball 
sneiarion runs, he said* “At the 
time 1 was doing iu no." 

When he had been ques- 
tioned police he told them 
he did not iaanw Mr Lim. Segcr 
fold the court that this was be- 
cause Lou Macari. a manager 
at Swindon Town, had recently 
been banned for ayear by the 
FA for betting on his team, and 
so Seger had not wanted to ad- 
mit to forecasting. 
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Racial conflict: Calls for boycott by British liberals to support plight of black workers on slave wages rejected for now 

Dubious 
countries 


SA wine 


growers 


sip at last 


chance 


saloon 


Mary Braid 

Cape Town 


After weeks of vicious debate 
about racism, slave labour and 
immorality in tbe South A&jcan 
wine industry, the Cape wine 
frateraity finally agreed on 
something yesteraa^ - no one 
wants the Britisb to mterfere by 

mounting a post-apartheid wine 
boycott 

Hie warning to liberal, well- 
meaning Britons is the latest 


6 Hatter 
exposed the 
exploitation of 
tens of 
thousands of 
Coloured 
labourers? 


early 1980s. Yesterday, at his 
vineyard near Stellenbos^ he 
was takiDg nothi^ back. In a 
letter to the Afrikaans news- 
paper Die Bursar last week he 
suggested the industry's re- 
structuring - or privatisation - 
amounted to “looting” and de- 
nounced the move as out of step 
with attempts to redress the in- 
justices of the past. 

But he was furious at Die 
Burner reports yesterday asso- 
ciating him with suggestions in 
a British Sunday newspaper 
that a European boycott might 
be in order. "A boycott would 
be completely couoter-produc- 
live to producers and labour- 
ers.” he said. Worse, tbe bcyoott 
call obscures the real issues and 
gives white owners somewhere 
to hide. 

At home, the KWV, the co- 
operative of vineyard owners 
which has proposed its own pri- 
vatisation, has condeomed Mr 
Platter and tus wife Erica as trai- 
tors. Neighbours have burned 



which 
shook off 
bad taste 


James Roberts 


Grapes of wrath: Wbrkers at a vineyard in Paarl, near Cape Town. K is felt a boycott would hit tbem hard 


Photograph: Jodr Bieber 


copies of the couple’s annual 
wine guide — the bible on South 


twist in a saga which began last 
month when John Platter, tbe 
celebrated South African wine 
writer, lambasted the Cape’s aD- 
white vrinelands establishment 
on BBC Radio 4 over its plans 
to share out ^n (about £ 2 ^in ) 
to Sbn rand of assets, accumu- 
lated during tbe apartheid 
years, among 4.700 white farm- 
ers. Mr Platter exposed the in- 
dusuys eiqploitation of tens of 
thousands of Cape Coloured 
labourers and its barbaric use 
of political and criminal pris- 
oners as slave labour uotQ the 


African wine - and local farm- 
ers are promising to mount 
their own boycott - of next 
year's Platter guide. 

At the centre of the row are 
tens of thousands of Cape 
Coloureds who, three years af- 
ter the end of white minori^ 
rule, still ton in the vineyards for 
as little as RlOO a week - the 
price of two bottles of South 
African red or white in a British 
supermarket - and a daily dop 
t diink) of half a litre of wine. 

According to Grant Twigg, 
the general secretary of the 
Farm Food and Rural Workers 


Union, also a Cape Coloured, 
the daUy wine quota keeps the 
vineyard workers dodle and 
too dependent to leave the in- 
dustry. Alcoholism, he claims, 
is deliberately encouraged by 
many farmers. He, like the 
Platters, argues that the work- 
ers have a right to share m the 
benefits accrued during tbe 
apartheid years. 

Since the early 1990s, he 
says, tbe indusoy seen some 
improvements but the vast ma- 
jority of workers are still ap- 
pailbigfy eqploited, d^iie ti per 
cent annual growth in tbe do- 
mestic market and a 38 percent 
increase betweCT 1995^ 1996 
in overseas sales. 

But he too rejects the Idea of 
an overseas boycott. “During 
the years of apartheid my union 
supported sanctions,” he said. 


“But in this case a jawing in- 
dustiy and particularly its work- 
ers would suffer.” 

The Platter camp is at- 
tempting to force KWV to hive 
off a significant portion of the 
apartheid-era assets to trans- 
form an industry run by whites 
for whites. They want to bring 
blacks and Coloureds into man- 
ageraent and ownership. 

So far they have succeeded in 
persuading Derek Haoekom, 
the Agriculture Muilster, to 
halt KWV’s piivatisatioa plans 
while an inquiry takes place. 
They argue that this Is a rare 
when doing the ri^t tlung 
is also good for business. 

blacks involved in the 
business, the pleasures of vrine 
would be filter though to tbe 
black community, and boost 
borne sales. That is the dream 


of Jubaiane Nstangase, cur- 
rently tile black manager 
in tite Cape winelands and a 
(Mte-ofi in the South African 
wine trade. 

Raised in Soweto, be learned 
the wine trade wfaSe in exile in 
New York. 

He begu importing South 
African wines to the US in 
1992 and finalty returned to his 
native countxy in 19%, triiere be 
was hired by the white entre- 
preneur Di^ Enthoven, own- 
er of the Spier Wine Estate. 

Mr Nstangase was emplc^ed 
to create a few waves, but like 
some “token” blacks taken on 

big business, his mouth has 
prov^ bigger than his boss 
probabfy anticipated. 

This week tbe heat is oa The 
Afrikaans papers is crammed 
with criticism and still Mr 


Nstangase cannot stop talking. 
On a Sunday- a big for vis- 

itors - on the Spier estate, Mr 
Nstangase sticks out; the onl^ 
other blacks are serving in the 


wine shc^ or trailing an endless 
' little blc 


stream of little blonde ^Is 
aixnisd a large lawn on ponies. 

llie wine industry he de- 
sczilMS is rotten with ladsm. He 
camebadctoSouthAfricatore- 
alise a dream. “When I was im- 
porting, my American 
customeis aivrays asked the 
same questions - how nrai^ 
blacks were employed in man- 
agement of estates, how maiQ' 
bfock owners were there, how 
many black exporters were 
there?” 

Of course there were none. 
He came home to change that; 
to open the business and tbe 
prodnet up to blacks. Much is 


made of piofessiona] whites 
leaving SMth Africa. Blacks 
who letnmed with sfcflls, on^ to 
be hmnpei^ by white intran- 
sigence and invested interests, 
are somehow invisible. “If you 
mention empowerment in 
the wine indust^, everyone 
cringes,” he says. 

He is angry at recent com- 
ments by a KWV official that 
wine is alw^ a white-domi- 
nated ^heie, in ai^ country. 
“Thafsjist the sort of thing ij^ 
used to s^ when I was growing 
up. It was the excuse th (7 gave 
fra not paymg whiles and blades 
the same wages. “Look 
around,” he added, gazing 
across the lawn towards anoth- 
er smart restauxant devoid of 
blackvisitoi^ I didn’t work 
here as a Made man I would nev- 
er come in.” 


For those whose greatest dp- 
pfii^ pleasure comes from what 
they refuse to drink, rather 
thM vriiat they drink, times' 
are getting hard. Wth the re- 
turn of the fruiis of the Cape to 
polite tables and bars, reasons 
for turning one’s nose up at a 
particular bottle are almost ex- 
dusively oonfined to the e&ect 
of a wine on the palate. 

Supermarket shelves are 
groaning with the produce of 
once-quesdonoble countries of 
nri g ni j SUCh 8S Atgeufiua, 
Bulgaria and Brazfl. But no one 
gets much exercised about hu- 
man-rigfrts abuses by the gov-- 
ernment in Sasti^o before 
sdectine a Qiilean re^ unless 
th^ coimise Pioodiet with Hnot 
Noir. Few remember General 
Galtied Tite dqs wha port was 
pt^jtkaSy incorrect enoed with 
the 1974 Portuguese revohitxm; 
Ranoo^ death put Rioja back on 
the wine 1 ^ retsina came back 
when tbe Coloaels went. 

Bu^aria, it is true, has had 
some bad publicitv recent^, 
with demonstrators m Sofia 
manding that elections be 
biDU^tforward by a year or so, 
so that th^ can get rid of an un- 
popular and incompetent gov- 
exm&ent, but we axe still a&ng 
timing and sot figfitiog for 

the r^t to have electi^ at all 

Only Romania has provided 
relief recently for conscien- 
tious abstainers, with OutRage! 
and Amocs^ International call- 
ing on us to switch our brand 
Icyalbr away from Bucharest on 

cen^^ified tavnra^mo- 

The wines of the Common- 
wealth may offend some refioed 
drinkers, but it is hard to see 
how they can be poRd^Oy of- 
fended I 9 , 5 ^, aCanadian Red 
or a New ChardooDiy. 

The last great wine boycott 
was directed against France 
duriogilsnudeartesisinriieh- 
dfic last year. AiEiralia and New 
Zrahtnd led the boycott and the 
impatt on Ranro’s wine exports 
wasrignificanL 
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Whj not place a Valentines message in 
The Independent on 14th Febrnary and 
surprise yonr loved one on this special 
day? 

The Independent will send on your behalf a free 
C.D. (£14,49 rrp) called “Classic Romance” from 
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g‘ France^s far-right rejoices in banal victory 


John UcUield 

Pars 

2® ^^rigto Front Nadonal capnsed its 
w™RwK*towaii^ 

wr the F^eiidi, and not for forekoeis. 

tg Penne Mifer^thevictOTkHis *^^ 

also promised to nm thiM niore (tonly 
axid more effidendy than the Sodalists; and 

to govOT according to local oeettaL not 

nahnimj do gma. 

Odc^,herfiiaactasnia^yriIIbetore- 

tum to her sdauban home outside Paris and 
hMd over the govcmmeni of >to>Des to 
oos ^re, local Naticnalfiontp oiiiv»»atr8aTui 

Mis MSgret, who was nmniqg ra 
behalf of her dwmiajifj^ hushagd , fpaH^ 
it Clear fiom the he gmnmg that ^he want- 
ed to be elected mayor, hot not to he may* 
OT- Bmso M^gret, second in co mmand of 
the party natiOtta^e, has no more inier- 

est his wife in ruonh^ ^^tndIes, a ^ed 

lUpeuiuent in concrete urbanism on the 
qtttdcirts of MarseiUesL It wiD be left to a 

cabal of local FN supporters to govern the 
place: nesomably Kulowins the exanmle 


place: prBftumabfe follownig the example 
set by the three nont mayocs eieeti^ in 
nearby towns In 19^. 

The RnonCs municipaj strate^, accord- 
ing to the rai^s efai^ idedo^ - s<ne 
other than Bnxno M£gret -- is to ‘‘banalise” 
the par^s anti-hnniigrant, anti-establish- 
menx message: in ocherwords to extend the 
FbTs base fay convincing voters that it fe just 




Wfaming wave: Nalkmaf Front candidnte Catharine Megrat after her eleetfon victory at Vltrotlaa at the weakend, wHh her huihand Brm (right) Photograph; AP 


another pa^fCapedde of nnmn^ (otni halls 
more emdenl^.lhan the odier parties. 

So what tt the FfaTs reo^ m hs other 
seals of power - Tbukm, Orange and 
Marignane?lbwii govemmeat has not col- 
lapsed, as perhaps the Front's opponents 
have wished. There has Men no 
wbeteafe peisecutioa of iminigrants. There 


has been no obvious gnin fe municipal 
effkicacy either. 

What there has been is a mRXun: of radst 
pettiness, imlitical y^ndictivencss and cen- 
sorship, mixed with the fcmrf of cronyiun 
whidi is rife throu^roui French local gov- 
ernment* FN opponents - and some non- 
political ioeals - compUin of a rising 


mood, of racial and political intolerance, 
which they Mitree on the example set from 
the town hall. 

In Mari^mane. next d<x>r to V'hroDes. the 
-FN mayor. Daniel Simonpiiiri to 
have ctit taxes and spending. A local ^m>- 
litkal laxpaycn:' group piwts out that tax- 
es mav have faUco bv a feu- centimes but 


qimidinghas, rather rm^ierkuish', risen. One 
<^fhe mayor's lirst acts was in'.’ibolish the 
Baechi, ^rk-frcc M:hiHil lunch menus 
wch had pre^ilMlsh‘ been pnwided im 
Miadfen and Jewish pupils. It is this kind of 
B-yaBr-fBcc racial iascnsito'hy which gives 
the he to the FN's claim that it isnoi a racist 
party. (The ofitcial Fnmi line is that it sup- 


pLuis the righLs of Frendi people of all races 
over hnmigmnts of all rices.) 

In both Marigiuine .'lud Orange. N) milc^ 
to the north in ihc Rhone v.iney. the FN- 
controlled town halls hu\c ordered -in the 
nuiRC of '‘idcolottkiil rehidancinri.” - kxial 
libraries to .stock liir-right DcwNpaperK. per- 
iodicals and books, ami to cancel subscrip- 
tions to aliegcUK' ultra-leftisi newspapcis. 
These indude Uhtrjtirn which is only just 
left of cemre. and a letllst hut respedable 
regional oewspjpcr, Im MarsciUai'ii'. 

In Orunite, three out live Mieial centres 
- those senmg immigrant ureas - have been 
closed, liwen-hiill empUnves have CLim- 
pluincd of an "ulmosphore of humiliaiioa. 
persecution and menace" directed against 
anyone who inertK' resisis the FN line. 

In limlon. the naval port east ol' Mar- 
sefllc!i, and the luigesi cire under FN i\w(tol. 
the p:^ record of day-to-day management 
is pixir. Local tuxes have risen, despite the 
slashing of ailtural and sporting budgets. The 
tciwn'.s traditional Christmas dtsiribution ot 
toys to poor children wus switched last year 
to a new organisation, which case presents 
to 'French children only'*. Tlie niayi«r. 
Jean-Marie le ChevuHier. described as “un- 
fortunate" the invitation of a Jewish wTiter. 
Murek Hiilier, to the It'ulon hook lesliy.ii. 

Owrall, the veiy fact that the FN is run- 
ning (owas nuiy. us Mr Megrct hi*pes, “ai* 
nalisv" (be party. But its record fails utterly 
to support its claim to he a re.speciable. priv 
French but non-ncbit denuxTatic nHwcmenl. 


Eorzhak)v wins EMPlOYERS. IT’S VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU 

seat in Duma 


Anatoly Vierfoin 

Reuters 

Moscow — President Boris 
Yeltsis’s bu^ ex-bo^^guard, 
who has fKos&ed to reveal (he 
secrets of the Kremlin, faroke 
into politics yesterd^ fay win- 
nmg a seat in parliamenL . . 

Alexander Koidiakov, a par- 
mer dose fiiend who is now <»e 
of Mr Yeltsin's fiercest oppo- 
nents, won 26 per cent of 
d^'s w)te in the oetural Rusaan 
^ of Tlila, acoording to jx»- 
liminaiy resolts. 

The foiioer KGB sn^ took 
a leaf out of Mr Yeh^'s book 
for his ag^essive campaign, 
brin^iig Todk stats to the slecOT 
town and overwhelming tM 
media with his adverriang- 

He emerged more than nine 
pi^ts dear of fats nearest rival, 
kxal politiciaa Eduard Fash- 
cbenlto Chess dunqtion Ana- 
toly Karpov was behind in 
thud place and Nikolai 
Nodkov, a buratessman 'who ' 
ran his campai^ from a pcisoa 
cell while awaiting trial for ex- 
tortion. was fooith. 

Some analysis prafict that Mr. 
Koi2fadDov'v^'Qseihe|to3foa& 
of the Dama a n d the inunmu- 
ty firom proseaition enjoyed by 
deputies to step up bis fi^t 
aguost Mr Ydt^ who sacked 
him and other Cremlio bowks 
in June. 

A dose friend of Mr YeltCT 
for 10 years, Mr Koohakov has 
presentedhimself as a victim of 
a Kiemlin plot and jfiedged to 
unvefi "con^jTomismg materi- 
al’* against the establishment. 


“1 think he has enoi^ ma- 
terial to make trouMe for flUA I 
Roasiaa politidaos," said 
Piootkovsl^, of the Moscow 
Centre for Stiategfo Studi^ 
Last hfey Mr Korzhakov sidd 
he wanted the presidential elec- 
tion to bejpostptmed, potting 
him on ooDiti^ course the 

libecd Analtfor Qnibais, foen ef- 
fective head of Mr Yeltsin's 
gawipaign Mr Oinbais, now 

K remlin chief pf staff, fwx b een 

called a regent by Mr Ko- 
rxbakov, who says be has as- 
sumed hugetKjwexs since Mr 
Yfahsin fen iflm Jane. 

hfr Yelism dismissed Mr Ko- 
rzhakov before Jo^s presi- 
dential runoff, widen he won, 
and ordered an inqnny into the 
general’s activities. Mr Ro- 
izbakcw b^ by goh% to 

court and Mr Yeh^ 

of defamation. There has been 
no dedsiaii yet 
lelevisioD rfiaimeb, loyal to 
Me ^tsiot attacked MrJR^. . 
izlnkov Mabadto put the^t- 
eo oS^ but the leddatsof Thla 
showed the nationwide ten- 
dency to favour the candidate 
seen to cany pofitical weight in 
thecaphaL 

Mr KoRfaakov promised to 
use his inside knenried^ of 
the Kiemlin to help Tula, a for- 
mer defence uurostiy centre 
SDSerit^ from the «od of the 
Cold W^Vbteis turned ool for 
his pre-election rallies eager to 
hear aome Kremlin gossip, but 
Mr Koghakov remained t^t- 
Upped. sajnng he would only 
spfll the beans once be was 
elected 
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Separatist violence rends Spain 




With gun and bomb attacks 


Greece and Turkey could 
‘go back to war’ 


Government 
agenda left in 
tatters as 
Basques go on 
offensive, writes 
Elizabeth Nash 


Madlrid — Separatist violence 
ripped through Spain from 
north to south j'estcrday when 
a car bomb killed a man and 
wounded eight in Granada, a 
gunman shot dead a Supreme 
Court judge in the street in 
Madrid, and a leader of the 
Basque nationalist party Linl^ 
to Eta separatists was found 
dead, possibly by his otvn hand, 
□ear the Basque city of Bilbao. 

As the blows fell one upon 
the otheryesterd^ morning, the 
King made a rare statement of 
con^mnaiion of what he called 
“blind and sterile violence'' and 
the Interior Minister. Jaime 
Mayor Oreja. cut short a visit 
to Israel to huny borne. 

The events tore to pieces the 
agenda of the Prime Minister. 
Jose Maria Aznar, and the 
leader of the Basque govern- 
ment. Jose Antonio Ardanza, 
who met in Madrid yesterday to 
talk about Basque tax inran- 
lives. 

A gunman shot the Supreme 
Court magistrate Rafael Mar- 
tinez Eraperador in the head 
outside his home in Madrid's 
smart Salamanca districl at 
lunchdme. The viciim was dead 
on arrival at hospital. 

Hours earlier, a remote-con- 
trolled bomb blew up a cam- 
ouflaged truck carrying militarv' 
and dviliao staff into the Armii- 
la airbase, on the outskirts of the 
southern city of Granada. The 
blast lolled a barber. Domingo 
Puente Marin, and wounded 
eight, two of whom remain se- 
riously nj in hospital. 

In Mallabia, near the Basque 
ciQr of Bilbao, ^lice announced 
the death, whjch they thought 
to be suicide, of a leader of Her- 
r| Batasuna (HB), the party 
linked to the separatist organ- 
isation Eta. 

HB identified him as Euge- 
nio Arauburu. a member of the 
party's executive, who was due 
to appear before the Supreme 
Coun yesterday afternoon. Mr 
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\V;if between Greece and Turkey is .t "seriou-s poSKibtUbr", . 
the firreign Secrei«irv, Maleiilm Rilktnd, hii&wained, 

Mr RilkinJ told UltC Radm -Ts /Vc /wwr last nigM that 
Greece and Turkey could ' end up going Luck to war 
if the Cyprus crisis .ind the dispute over < wnun4tip of • 

in die .Aegean is niM reM'beil quickU. Asked whether then' 
was a prospect ol ismllici between the two eouniries in the- • 
.Aescan, Mr RUkind >:iid there had been "ii re«i! ladt of 
political will on both sides**, .ind ,idded: “[Conilict] has tn be . 
a serious ptHwibiliiy.*' Press AssodaHod 




Whitewater rises 





i < i 



James McOougal. President Bill Ointon's former partner in 
the failed Whiicwuier rejl-eMuie venture, hits changed hk . 
Moiy in a bid to avoid jail .ind h.is told pro»:cuiors dtat Nfr 
Clinton aiiendcd a meeting in which an itlcg.il loan was 
diseiLssed. the AVti- hvitrsiiid vin Sunday. Mr McOougal toki 
the magazine that Mr Clinton was present .it a l*)Jto meclii^ 
in which <in illegal S.'MiO.UOti | fl.SiMIKO Kiiin to Mr 
MeDougui's then wife Susan was diseavsed with David HaW,;- * 
a bu.sine.s.«crruin w-ho .speeialisoii in loans iiivoh'ing the Small 
Busfne.ss rVdminisiraiion. Recitefs - New Vaili' 


Verdict in ‘Crown Heights’ trial 
























Devastation: The aftermath of the attack in Granada, in nvhich a car bomb left one person dead and eight injured 


Photograph; AFP 


A federal coun juiy convicied U’mriek Nelson Jr and a 
second defendant. Charles Price, of violating the cKil rights 
of a Jewish scholar from .Au>tralin who was slain du ring 
19*^1 racial rioting in New York. The verdict dimajsed a 
triul that began four ycaiN and two months after Nelson was 
aequiltcd by a state jury of fatally .stabbing Yonkcl 
Rosenbduni. 29, u H.xsjdie hision' srudent. AP - New 


Britain supports Serb students 


Britain threw iis weight behind 20.0H0 proiesling Belgrude : 
.siudem.s who kept up prcs.sure on Serbia '.s authoritamn 
president. Slobodan Miloscv ie, as parliament prepared to 
reinstate opposttkin election gains. 

In more evidence of Western displeasure with Mr 
Milosevic, the British .Amba&saJor to '^'ugiisl.'ivia. Ivor ' 
Rubens, visited the studenl leadership and honcM than ' \ 
two personal computers. Reuters - Bel^vde 


Croats open fire on Muslims 


Aranburu was among 25 HB 
leaders summonsed by the 
Supreme Court to testift' about 
a videotape issued by the par- 
ty during last year's election 
campaign. 

The authorities confiscated 
tte tape, s^ing that it promoted 
violence. Five HB leaders were 
imprisoned last week for ig- 
noring the Supreme Court sum- 
mons - the party has never 
recognised Spanish courts. 

Mr Aranbuni's death fol- 
lows the mysterious death on 
Friday of an Eta suspect, Jose 
Maria Aranzamendi. who was 


found hanged in his prison cell 
at AJcala-Meco in Madrid. The 


auinonbes let hours elapse 
after Aranzamendi's death De- 
fore revealing that bis hands had 
been tied behind his back. A 


post-mortem examination con- 
cluded that he committed sui- 
cide, and the Interior Mioistrv 
iasisled yesterday that he tied 
his own feet and hands before 
killing himself. His family have 
demanded a second auiop^. 

Aranzamendi was arrested 
nearly two years ago, suspect- 
ed of belonging to an Eta com- 
mando group. His death 
unleashed a wave of violence 
throughout the Basque country 
at the weekend, where protest 
demonstrations in a number of 
towns erupted into riots and 
street clashes with the police, 
causing several injuries. 

His funeral on Sunday at 
Elorrio near Bfibao turned into 
a fierce dcmoastraiion against 
the government's policy of dis- 
persing Eta prisoners in jails 


throughout Spain. One of Eta's 
perennial demands is for all 
their prisoners to be brought 
nearer home > sometlUng the 
government has been imple- 
menting in a halting and piece- 
meal fashion with selected 
prisoners considered to be 
low-risk. 

Yesterday's attacks have 
blowm to pieces any attempt for 
the moment to soK’c the prob- 
lem of the Basque violence 
through dialogue, an objective 
Mr Ardanza, the conservative 
Basque Nationalist Pany gov- 
enunent leader, is always $eck- 


iiu discreetly to broach with 
Madrid. 

Eveo the Basque church su 'd 
at the weekend that it was dis- 
cussing the possibiliiy of calling 
for talks between the govern- 


mcm in Madrid and Eta as a 
way towards whing a conflict 
that has claimed more than 
SfXi lives since 196S. 

But the Justice Minister. 
Margarita .Mariscal de Game, 
ycsierday reiterated the gov- 
emmem's position that Talks 
were out of the question. Eta. 
she said, “wants to kill, not to 
talk*. 

Recent events, which include 
the a.ssassinaiion of a militarv 
officer in Madrid month, ac- 
companied bv HB warnings 
that further violence was im- 
minent. suggest ihat Eta fur the 
moment fax-ours the hard line 
ox'er ihe pursuit of dialogue. 

The conservative govern- 
ment of Mr Aznar seems os un- 
able to deal with the problem 
as its predecessora. 



Coiuts opened fire on Muslims visiting a cemciciy is the 
dixided city- of Mostar, Bosnia-Her/egiA’ina. a United 
Nations official said. OniciaK reported one person dead and 
about 40 hurt. The shooting incident on a Muslim holiday* 
occurred after days of increased leasions. AP - Sarajevo 


Riots hit Chinese town 


Crowd.< of young Mu.slim.s beat people to death and set cars 
alight during pro-independenec riots in far-wcsiem China, a 
policeman said. Reported ca.sualty figures varied from at least 
four people dead u> nearly 300. TTie liins la.st week were the 
worst to hit ^'ining. in the province of Xinjiang, since the 
1 949 Communist lukeiwer. police said. AP » Psldi^ 


Suicide bid backfires 


Aznar Was considering tax 
incenth/es for Basques 


Max Dudashxill was drinking coffee at a cafe in Tel Aviv 
when it wxiuld-be suidde daipped through the roof. 
Dudashvili. 26. ended up in hospilal with a broken hack. 
The 72-year-oId man xvho jumped on him from three 
storeys xvus unscuthed. "1 looked verv carefulh- before I 
leapt 10 make sure I wouldn't fall on'somebo^." he told 
the newspaper. Reut^ >■ Jerusalem 
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Albanian 
rioters 
seize port 
of Vlora 




Andrew Gumbel 

A furious crowd of ami-gov- 
emmest demonstrators 
tivefy seized control of the 
sonthern Albanian j>ort of 
Vlore yesterday, stripping riot 
police of their gnus, fecir riot 
gear and even their clothes as 
they rampaged through the 
streets demanding the rerigna- 
tion of the government and 
the retomofmoney invested in 
failed ‘‘OTramitT schemes. 

After five dagfs of sxaeasBigly 
tense demonstratioas in Vlore, 
the dty descended into anard^ 

as gunshots rang out periodi- 
cally, wrecked cars and oil 
drums were rolled out in the 
street and set on fire and pil^ 
of rubble and police oniforms 
were amassed and turned into 
giant bonfires. 

At least tlsee peo^ were re- 
ported dead and around 100 in- 
jured, almost all hit by stones. 
One of the dead was sto in the 
back and died on (he operating 
taUe at the dty ho^utaL The 
two others were said to have 


<fied of heart attads, but at le^ 
one them was seen admitied 
to hoqnta! with Mood running 
down his face and f<ri- 
lowiz^ a s««re beati^ 

Tbe uniformed pow^ who 
numbered no more jqo, 
wer e no match for the finy of 
^e crowd. Mai^ of them ran 
into side alleys, where the luck- 
ier ones were offered in 
private bouses and the rest bad 
their clothes torn off them 
pi^ by piece. Others took 
refuge on the ci^ roofu^ and 
attended to intimidate t h^ 
CFOwtte 1^ dropping stones into 
thestrecL 

The demoostraiions in Vlore 
weretbedireciresnhoftfaecal- 
lapre of GjalEca, latest of Al- 

bania’s pyrmnid investment 
schemes, which was based lo- 
cally. In most of the test of the 
country, the population has 
been cowed into feaifti] sfleooe 
^ a wave of arrests and beat- 
ings, but in Vlore tbe govem- 
meni now seems to have lost any 
semblance of authodQr. 

The port is a booming Mafia 


Hot worfc A plaindothas and a riot pollcoman posh a damomtrator towards a lira iftirtnc straat 


yattarday to VIoro 


town, the main entn and exit 
point for oontrabsna mduding 
dgacettes, gons, drugs and im- 
migrants en route to Western 
Etm^. so it is used to oonsid- 
eiiog itself above die law. 

Pec^le across the country 
behewe the goya nm enf totdc an 
active part in the pyramid 
sebenaes and was responsible for 


duping people into believing 
that th^ eoiM COD tmue paying 
extravagantly high rates of m- 
lerest to investors. 

As many as a million Aiban- 
Bfi households - eCfectzvely tbe 
endre eoun^ -are believed to 
have committed money to tbe 

tff he T n« 

lYesdeol Sail Berisfaa and his 


government have been entiie- 
9 unsuccessful in deflectii^ 
blame for the crisis, and their 
promises to pay back some of 
the money have done Ihtk to 
quell public dissatisfaction. 

It B not dear whether rea 

of tbe country wQl be inreired 
to follow Vlore's example, or 
whether the real crunched wait 


untfl tire biggest ttfthepyranud 
sdiemes, tifficially still m buri- 
ness, are dedared bankrupt in 
their turn. 

The gove m m ea t has offered 
to open retK with the opposi- 
tkre, but the offer hm been cwcT- 
tiiadawed by a climate of fear 
in tbe capii^ Tirana. 

Dissiarats and t^rpoation 


Japan beckons to an impoverished ‘Queen Mar/ 


Tim Cornw e ll 

Los Angeles 

Deborah Prussd speaks of the i2kc0i 
Mary with a sense of patriotic own- 
eiship in a vessel that was once the 
pride of British shipping. ]t is bad 
enough that the 61^near-old liner is 
now the back drop for dockside 
bungee-juz^nng. “Queen Mary must 
be turning in b«^ grave at that one,” 
she said. But worse, far worse, is the 
notion of floating one-time Sec- 
ond World troopsh^ to Ibl^o 
Bay, 30 years after her final voyage, 
for use as a gambling den. 

Mis lYussel and other readents of 
LongBeacharei^inaaiis.Anaai- 
mraiKWS meeting B proinised tomgbt 


wdien the Long Beach enimefl 
meets to oonsider tbe pixmo^ of a 
local busxnessDian Joseph Prevratil to 
send tbe Quem May to Japan. 

Mr npevraiQ operates thetiiq) as a 
floatii^ hotd nnder lease fiom tire <%, 
and s^ the tnp would raise cash to 
mgmt Impairs. Bat readetrls fear the 
^hteai Mary, gnited of her engines 
when Long Beach boi^fit her as a 
tourist attraction m 1967, axild sii^ 

Even if Mr TYevratil coold pan off 
lus sdieme, tb^ are worried she win 
nevm come back don’t want her 

goiug to Jqren, pure mid stid 

Mis Pnxssel, a board memiwof the 
Long Beach Histoiica] Society. 
”Thece. are serious coocenis abbut ' 
whether die wonld make it” 


Tbe ^ii« 0 i Mary was launched in 
1936 by the Cnnard-White Star line, 
and sooo estaUisfaed the worid record 
to the fastest Atlantic <T « >« af n£ She 
boasted exceDent food celebrity 
passet^era well into tbe Sixties, but 
^ the end of the decade she was los- 
ing xDon^, and before tbe journey to 
Camaniia her fittii^ were aiKtioc^ 
oft Accordizig to Mr Prevratil, her 
electrical, plumbing and air-condi- 
tioning systems are on their last legs. 
She has swallowed iqi SlOfen (£625m) 
in private and pnbbc money. 

hfr ftevraiu, 59, atmoonced his 
ptans at a newscuaference in the tile's 
grand baDroom late last month. Send- 
ing her to Japan to jnsl three to five 
years would raise an urgently need- 


ed S40m, be said. The sh^ was so sea- 
worthy, be insisted, that UpycTs of 
London was ;»epared to insnre iL 
Under Kfr mvratilY stewardship 
the Queen Mary last year turned a 
profit to the fiist time. AD of the tii^^ 
365 rooms are now open, at prices 
ftom£S0 to several hmuhed dollaia, 
wfth two award-winning restauianis. 

But the sh^ has also become part 
of tbe landscape in Long Beach. Ii is 
host to many mncttois. and it is part 
social and offidal life. Shting at the 
mouth of the Los Angeles River, it 
is virttiaify impossiTile for a visitor to 
miss. Ma^ are rductant to see it 
including couneflJor Mike 
Donelon. ”lt wouidleave a black bole 
if it was gone,” he said. 



Tba Qifsen Mmry leaving Southampton for the last time 30 years 
a|^, set for her new role as a Long Beach tourist attraction 


international 


China 

elevates 

HK 

leader 


Stephan Vines 

Hong Kong 

llmg Cheu-hwa, the leader of 
Hong Kong’s firat post-colonial 
mvrnmeni, b said to have 
been gk'un .state leudciNhip sta- 
tus China's ruling Commu- 
nist ftri}'. This places Mr Tuiq; 
in a catei^iy normally reserved 
for those at' or above the posi- 
tion of Pnliiburo members nr 
vice presidents. 

A Tvpon in the Hmfi Kony 
Standanl new^per yesterday 
staled that Mr Tung had been «• 
loctcd to jran this select gnMip by 
the Communist Party in IVIung. 
Mr Tiing's oOkx* refus'd to cimi- 
ment on the refxtrt. 

CircuTiLStaatial evidence. 

' such as the level of the rceep- 
! tion Mr Tung receives when he 
, is in China, and his treatment 
in China's state-cunirolled 
mediiu suggest that the rcpi^n 
Is siMind. 

Il means that Hong Kiing's 
new leader is theoreiii^b* aMc 
10 rub shimlders with China's 
president and Ciunmunist flir- 
ty general secreiary Jiang 
^tiniD, and evvn the paramouni 
leader Deng Xiaiqting since the 
term “state leader” Ls bestowed 
on holders for life. 

The designation of Mr IMg 
as a stale leader also auiflaps 
the svty hig^ level vif imw- 
lance iHu Chinese leadcntn|as 
atladi^ 10 the resumpiiuof 
sovereignty on 1 July. It ttm* 
mean that Hoag Kong's afe 
leader has con^erably oMe 
clout in Peking than tlie aver- 
age provitional leader. 

On the other hand, attacks on 
state leaders arc treated as 
subversion in China. If this is 
applied (o criticism of Mr Tung, 
it vrill repre se nt a cunsideniblc 
diminution of freedom of 
roeech in Hong Kong where 
abuse of leaders is routine, and 
where, at a recent demonstra- 
tion. an effigy of Mr Tbng was 
burned for the first time. 

■ Reuters — Hong Kitog's 
largest foreign community, the 
140.000 niiptnos who 'work 
mainly as maidb;. received as- 
surances yesterday that they 
would not lose out after the 
British colony reverts to China. 
Jose de Vbneciau a Philippine 
congressman, said be cHnained 
the assurances during a meet- 
ing with Tung Chcc-wa. 


Photograph; AP 


politicians have been them- 
atically intimidated and at- 
tacked in the past few weeks, 
and on Sund^ the leader of 
the small Democratic Alliance 
party, Ncritan Ccka, was 
whacked across the face with a 
truncheon in a Tirana cafe and 
seme ofhis friends dragged out- 
side and beaten. 


Memones of 1982 cloud 
Israel’s Lebanon dilemma 


P a trick Cockbom 

Jerusalem 

A measure of Israeli divisions 
over what to do about Lebanon 
is a furious row between right- 
wing leaders over IsraePs dis- 
astrous invasion of it northern 
neighbour in 1982, wfaidi left 
650 Israelis and L3JI00 Leb- 
anese dead. 

General Ariel Sharon, a 
member of the piesem gov- 
ernment who was minister of 
defence 15 years ago. Is suing 
the IsraeU daily Haareti for 
saying that Menaclnm Begin, 
then uie Israeliprime minister, 
hart believed General Sharon 
had lied to him about advanc- 
ing all the way to Beirut 

Giving evidence against Gen- 
eral Sharon is Ze’ev Begin, son 
of the former prime minister, 
who told the court that his fa- 
ther, who died in 1992, had giv- 
en his assent to a more limited 
operation. Mr Begin, .who re- 
signed from Israeli cabinet over 
the Hebron withdrawal last 
month, said his fethef denied 
General Sharon's claim to have 
told him that Beirut was the ini- 
tial objective. He said his father 
“was very angry”, and smd: 
**^ese things are baseless. 



Menachim B^fn: Belayed 
General Sharon lied 

General Sharon has ahv^ 
beenbeldie^onaUe^theBe- 
^ for the invasiott which 

led to breoachim Bain's re^ 
nation. It is also true, however, 
that the prinre minister gave his 
defence minister ftill backing in 
his bombardment of Beirut and 
the culture of the city. The nres- 
sacre of inore than 700 Rdes- 
rinians at Sabra and ChatiUa 

iW iig^.i-aiTipg liy fhrtofam mllU 

tiamen allied to Israel discred- 
ited tbe hw asioo intemationally. 

Israel has never wholly re- 
covered in Lebanon from the 
d^iicle. It failed to adneve ai^ 


of its aims of maigmalisDg the 
Pdestine liberation ^ganisa- 
tion, teduch^ Syiren innuence 
in Ldianon and establiriiiDg a 
Christian Lebanese govern- 
ment alhed to Israel In the fece 
of guerrilla attacks, Israeli 
forces polled back to a nine-aiile. 
wide security zone in sooth 
Lebanon in 1985. 

Last week's oolliskm of two 
hc&cjpceis, in which 73 solclien 
and anmen were kiDed on their 
way to ouqxjsts in Ltoanoo, has 
given inmetua to tbe debate 
about whether Israel should 
withdraw. Yosa Beilm. the ar- 
chitect of the Osk) accord, sug- 
gested that control of the 
securiQf zone be banded over to 
a third par^. The problem witii 
this is that Syria wiU not let Is- 
rael Q& the book in south 
Lebanon without an Israeli 
vrithdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, c^tured in 1967. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
uptime Minister, and Amnon 
L^ldn-Sfaah^ the chief of 
staff oppose a pullout but do not 
have any alternative strategy to 
propose. A senior officer was 
quoted as srang: The public 
debate now bemg carried out 
that coo ceen s an IDF [Israeli 
assy] watfadrawal from Ldnnoc 


natively affects the morale of 
the officers and soidieraseivnig 
in tire south Ldwxm sector.” 

- The prolonged bombard- 
ment of Lebanon ^ Israeli ar- 
tiUeiy and planes in operation 
Gnqres of wtadi last year faOed 
to inflict significant damage on 
HizboDah guerrillas. The 
brokered ceasefire stopped 
Katyushas being fired at nortb- 
eni Israel btit also sumped Is- 
rael freely osin^ its athulage 

lolled on 

eitiier ride for sn months. Ex- 
pansion of the securi^ zone or 
att»rfa on ^nian peritions in 
Lebanon would lead to re- 
newed Katyusha attacks. 

The several hu ndred Hbd>ol- 
lah gnerriOas Israel feces in 
Lebuoa have pro>^ highly ef- 
fective. Even ht a skirmish at the 
we^nnd, in winch a three to five 
man HirixiUah squad was in- 
tercepted by Israeli troops, tbe 
result was seven Israeli wound- 
ed, one seriouriy, and no evi- 
dence of any HizboUah 
casoalties. Tire trickle of Israeli 
casualties, totalling 68 dead in 
tfaela5tthmyeais,makesit(fif- 
ficult for tbe government to per- 
suade the public that h has no 
option but to soldier on. 


i 



T .anHslifte win fijr Sikhs in Punjab 


Jawed Naqvi 

Reuters 

Oiandigarii-ASa*^ 
was poised jesi«rf»yto irie^ 

£a*s Ponjab state for n^ 

fire jeais aftera landslide vto- 

tioDS in nearly 

•Hie Akati Dal led 

mer chief nunisteh 
Singh BadaL and ite ally w 
rfft ^ng Hindo Bharatiya 

oyerwhehningfoar-^srfgf 

U7 seats in the stale I^isbto 

Hindus dondnale ^ 
Thii BJP is their ma|or 

3S^tiyside.l^c^“; 

ttonlsformidabfe 

Nandw an analyst at me 

Sndeties in New Delhi. 


It wss a significant vrin to 
the Sikh par^ wli^ won a 
rfnwnfaMwi- 74 seals after ho^ 
cottfaig tire last Pmqab elecliaas 
inl992.11iestate^snilnvCDii- 
gress party was judoeed to <NBiy 
14seats. 

SoDM 69' per cent Of the 
state’s 15 mflHnn voters had 
tnnied oot to FHday’s poils^ in 
sharp contrast with 1992 wfam 
22 per cent voted hum electioa 

overshadoired by s^a- 
ratistvMaice. . 

A rival pnha^nadst fedfon 
of the AkaU Dal won just one 
seat in yesterday's final telly- Rs 

lea^ tomer poliee offidai 
tamed militai^ Simraidit 
Singh Mann, was defeated. 

Mr Bedel 69, is expected to 
take irffiiB as Pnqj^ib’s ddef 
miiiistcr later this week. 

The rich fenning region bor- 


dering Paldstan has been 
rodtedbyyearsttfgoetifllavi- 
olenee. Aulyste said the Akall 
DaPs poll antfiea with Che 
BJP offered SiUis and ffindas 
a dunce to ovotoflte die dis- 
trust The Akahs new oi- 
comraged mtntaiKy. They ware 
soft on tire militants. The mil- 
itan^ was the hanAwozk of 
groups which were (qiposed to 
the Akalis,” Mr Nan^sald. 

The landslide vkloiy dMald 
rednee pressure on Pihne'Miii- 
ister Irave Gowda’s Dniled 
IVont aiHufe, asatysts said 
yesterday: The oooe-moiiolilhk 
Congress B u ty g ove ras only rix 
oflnA^ 26 states and has been 
reduced to a rdocttiit aip- 
porter o f thecoiintty*s fractions 
ruling ecBCre-ldt ooaUtkNL 

The aitelysts said Co^rcss 
was cqweted to scale dom its 


freqnent threats to topple the 
Un^ Tyont alHanciy which 
bMA power last June, and foree 
mid-term etections at tbe na- 
tional level 

The Congress will simpty 
have to pause,** said SudR 
Grewal a political analyst in 
Pnqfab’s capital Chaodigarfa. 
The lesson in Pmtfab is that 
the Congress is extremety un- 
popular bore. The acene can’t 
be nraefa bri^to for it in oth- 
er ngioDS.'” 

Akali Dal leadm said the 
Pnqjab election also hM a 
lesson for tbe lUP. The BJP 
shoold now realise the benefits 
of having the support of mi- 
norities, ” said Akali Dal 

spokesman Kanwaljit Sngh. T 

do believe the party has to 
sc^ a policy of moderation if 
it truly wants to govern Indte.” 



- Dolce Vita 

<• • • • W • • f • 

\tbre ;Spiritof happiness 

■ ■■ ■■ 3 ^ 1 , V • * 
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her carefree exuberance^ ber sensuous cbeniL 
a finance as irrepres^le and irresdstiMe as she 
Dolce Vka by Chitian Dior, 
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Brian 
Connolly 
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The music business is full of i3ps- 

to-riches stories. It’s also an in- 
credibly difBculi and desmicUv'e 
enviroiuneni to operate in. Bri- 
an Connollv. the blond lead 
singer vvith the Seventies glam- 
rockers Sweet, saw both sides of 
the coin. His band sold over 50 
mUlioti records, but be fell from 
grace and ultimately couldn’t 
fg pitaii*^ OH the recent renewed 
interest in all things ^ner. 

Bom in Hamilton, near Glas- 
gow. in 1949. Connolly was 
probabiv the half-hrotlier of 
the actor Mark Mc.Manus (who 
played the Scottish television 
detective Taggart). The young 
Brian was fostered by the Mc- 
Manus family, having been 
abandoned by his mother as a 
babv: howev’er. when he moved 
to Middlese.'i in his teens, he 
dropped the surname Mc- 
Manus in favour of Connolly. 
( Rumours penisied that his fa- 
ther was “Mark's dad. I think 
Mark was my half-brother.' 
^'hatever the initb behind their 
common Itueage. he and Mark 
McManus both later admitted 
their resemblance to each oth- 
er was uncanny.) Connolly stud- 
ied to become an engineer but 
music was more of an aitracuon 
for a youngster keen to make his 
mark on the world. 

The Home Counties were a 
hotbed of musicaJ laient and 
(Tonnolly soon replaced Ian 
Gillan (later with Deep Purple) 
in a H^ow-based cover band 
called Wtinwright's Gentlemen. 
In 1968. along with the drummer 
Mick Tucker and bass-player 
Steve Priest. Connolly formed 
the p^hedically nam^ Sweet- 
shop. The group shortened its 
name, changed guitarists as of- 
ten as it swapp^ record labels 
( Fontana. Parlophone) and only 
stabilised with the arrival of 
Andy Scott in 1970. 

Signing with RCA the fol- 
lowingyear. the band hooked up 
with the producer Phfl V^inman 


and songwitgfs Nidty Chinn and 
Mike Chapman, wto immedi- 
ately came upwitha pqpf^, !^i- 
wei^t formula not dissnnilar to 
Mungo Jerry and Middle of the 
Road PrecK' soon, ‘• Rinny Fun- 
ny", “Co-Co" and “Poppa Joe" 
were nudging into the British 
chans. So^ with Sweet making 
numerous television appear- 
ances covered hi glitter, m^e- 
up and wQipainL, the rest of 
Europe and the IJnited States 
fell for simplistic ditties like 
“Little MUy” and “Wig Whm 
Bam". But the group already felt 
trapped in a gimmidgr image 
which didn't t^te match their 
musical ambitions. In a bid to 
bridge the ^p between the suc- 
cessful bits and the hard- 
rocking B-sides the band had al- 
ways written. Chinn and Chap- 
man came up with the riotous 
“BlockbusicT^. Based on a wail- 
ing siren and aclassk guitar riff 
(very similar to David Bow/ie's 
"Jean Genie", which also came 
out ou RCA in January 1973), 
the song reached No 1. 

The similarly raucous intros 
to "Hellraiser", “Ballroom 
Blitz" (complete with Brian 
eniquiring "Are yem ready. Steve, 
Mick, Andy?"") and “Teenage 
Rampage" provoked many a 
stampede towards crowded 
dancefloors and Sweet's saucy 
stage antics earned them a bah 
from the Mecca night-club cir- 
cuit. Alter the anthemic “Six 
Teens", the group decided to 
distance themselves from their 
Svengali songwriters, who were 
now' also penning material for 
Suzi Quatro and Smokie. 

The Sweei Fanny .Adams 
( 1974} and Desolalion Boulevard 
{ 1974) albums were full of the 
band's own compositjons (the 
infectious "Fox on the Run" - 
a million-seller in the United 
States- and the catchy “Action" 
later covered 1^ Oef Leppard) 
and heralded a rather success- 
ful change of style. Sweet 



Saucy stage antics: Sweet (frirni left) 'm 1975 - Andy Scott, Brian Connolly; Steve Priest and Midc Ibcker 


missed out on a support slot 
with The Who at Charlton 
Football Ground in the mid- 
Seventies which could have 
confirmed their move towards 
a more credible status. Ameri- 
can success also came at a 
price; Kiss virtually borrowed 
Sweet's sound and look whole- 
sale, adding even more gim- 
micks and eventually ste^g 
the British group's thunder. 

Just as punk was discovering 
its glitter roots (the Damned 
toured with Marc Bolan and T- 
Rex and later recorded “Ball- 
room Blitz"), Sweet were 
playing the tax exiles, taking 
drugs and drinking while 


Penny Wallace 


Penny Wdlace was the formi- 
dable daughter of u fonnidable 
father, the phenomenally pro- 
lific and popular thriller writer 
Edgar Wallace, who in his hey- 
day (the inierAvar yeara) was die 
author of one in eveiy four 
books bought in the United 
Kingdom. When he died, in 
1931 the nation mourned. Much 
of Rsnny Willace's later life was 
dedicated to keeping his name 
uUve in the memories of older 
rcadens. in the Edgar WiUace So- 
viet (launched in 1968), and in- 
troducing new geueratkms to his 
riveting and often lorrentially 
paced thrillers, in this she wais 
remarkably successful. 

Bom in' 1923. she was the 
ontv child of Wallace's late sec- 
ond marriage to his erstwhile 
sccreiuiy. Violet King (known 
to most as “Jim"). Her child- 
hood verged on the idyllic: she 
was pelted by her much older 
.stepsister and stepbrothers and, 
because her father died when 
.she wa.s only eight, never expe- 
rienced Wallace's notoriously 
unbridled exasperation with 
piist'puhertal teenagers. 

Without warning, however, 
ihe idyll was shattered when 
Wallace died suddenly in Hol- 
hvvi.H)d while working on the 
original serccnplav of Kim; 
Kimi;. leaving debts dfj;i40.IX)n. 
Thanks lo si^me fast financial 
i'lHitwork h}' his friend and har- 
risier Sir Pairick Hostings, with- 
in a couple of years Ihe estate 
wa* .Milwnl and paying out 


huge dividends from W^loce's 
book and play n^u'es. This 
saved the family's fortunes and 
enabled Penny to be educated 
(at Roedean) in a manner 
which Wallace (himself self- 
educated and illegitimaic. and 
who invariably replied to fellow 
journalists keen on including 
him in articles on the origins 
of celebrated writers, “Sony, 
cock. I‘m a bastard!") would 
certainly have relished. 

Penny bad the Wallace chin, 
the W^Uace nose and the Wal- 
lace unstoppabOity. This last 
came in enormously useful in 
her career as an organiser few 
could resist for long her geutly 
prodding you towards the 
course she wanted you to Ibllow. 

She was attracted to her fa- 
ther's trade and became a pil- 
lar of the Society of Wbman 
Joumalisis. achieving the (Iliair- 
ship in 1981 ^ this time she 
had already whipped the old 
Press Club (now the London 
Press Oub) into shape, having 
joined as soon as the club al- 
lowed in women members (in 
1972). and swiftly become its So- 
cial Secretary, then Deputy 
Chair, much to the consterna- 
tion ( in some cases outri^t hor- 
ror) of the mure embalmed of 
its members. In 19S0she was vot- 
ed Chair the first woman to be 
so honoured, as well as the first 
“second genemtion" Qiair. since 
her father had attained that po- 
sition (he year Penny was bom. 

She championed Public 


recording in France and Ger- 
many (“Che us a Wink" proved 
the double entendres were 
starting to wear thin). 

In eariy 1978. a switch firom 
RCA to Poiydor saw the band 
back in the chans with the pro- 
gressive “Love is Like Oxy- 
gen". Unfonunutcly. both the 
Le\'el Headed tl978) and Cm 
A bcne ihe Rest (1979) albums 
flopped and the musicians ar- 
gued more than ever. The gui- 
tarist Andy Scott and Connolly 
were at lo^erheads, with the 
singer convinced that the rest of 
the band had recorded backing 
tracks in a key he patently 
couldn't reach. ‘in 1979, Con- 


nolh left to attempt a solo ca- 
reer (his single “Hypnoi^«I" 
didn't set the chans tdighi) and 
the others soldiered on for 
three years without ever re- 
covering their former status. 
the late Eighties. Andv' Scott 
and ConaolK' were both lour- 
ingwiih rival versions of Sweet 
and couldn't bury the hatchet to 
lake advantage of the lucrathre 
reformation offers which came 
to them from Germany and 
Japan. Ha Carrera's verson of 
“Ballroom Kitz" became one of 
the highlights of the soundtrack 
of the 1992 film II£n7zc-':s World. 

Two years ago. Don '/ Leme 
Me This Wa\\ a Channel 4 dne- 


Lending Right, and was a long- 
time member of the Crime 
Writers' Association, success- 
fully organising the first Crime 
Wnteis Intemadonal Congress 
in 1975 (the cemenaiy of her fri- 
Lher's binh). then serving as 
Chair for 1980/81. , . ■ 

Her own writing had verve 
and movement (one of her 
short stories, “TblJ David*', was 
fflmed in Hollywood for the 
Night CaBery television series), 
although her modemisings of 
her father's more popular 
thrillers largely drained the 
originals of their essential char- 
acter. Four of her novels were 
only published in Germany, 
while a fifth, the female-in- 
peril suspenser A Clutch of 
Bastards, came out in the UK 
in 1988. 

Peimy Wkllace was generous 
in her loyalties (esp^rially to 
those who championed her fa- 
ther's writings) and bad a larl^ 
streak (for sp«^ers at confer- 
ences she advocated use. of a 
peashooter on sneezing audi- 
ence members); she also had 
strong opinions. In her late 
hushed, the entrepreneurial 
George Halcrow, she found 
the ideal partner. 

Jack Adrian 

Margaret Penelope June Wal- 
lace. writer bom London 30 May 
1923; married 1955 George 
Halcrow (died 1994; one son. one 
daughter); died Oxford 13 
Janiiarv 1997. 
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Gwen Mullins 
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Chair of the London Press Club: Wallace by Ballon, 1980 


r Phott^aph: m 

umentaiy. hi^ili^ted the plight 
of Brian CbuTOlly, who had 
fered several bc^ attacks in 
1981. Still clinging to his mem- 
orabilia and bis dyed blond 
hair, the vocalist appeared as a 
shadow of his fonner self, shak- 
ing constantly and walking with 
a limp. He only came to life 
when appearing on stage at 
Butlin's to sing “Blockbuster". 

Pierre Perrone 

Brim ConnoUy, singer and song- 
writer bom Hamibon. Lana^- 
diire 5 Oaober 1945; married 
(mo daughters; marriage dis- 
sohvd:orh;sivi hyJean Dibble); 
died Sleui^i 10 February 1997. 


Wally 

Whyton 


I cannot speak for OUie Beak, 
but to suggest that Vt^Ily Why- 
' ton was the creator of t^telc- 
! vision favourite Pussy Cat 
Willum is highfy.mlsleadipg, 
wTites W A. Nkrolas [further 
to ihcctittuaiybyl^ Bjnyorth^ 
24Janua£y]. ... 

This enormously popular 
puppet was devised created, 
cha^erised. manipulated and 
voiced by the late Janet 
Nicholls. llie only thing she did 
not do was construct iL The 
puppet's success, which led 
on to other creations, was 
preponderantly her success. 

1 collaborated with Janet 
NichoUs and created the writ- 
ten spin-ofis The Pussy Cal 
Willum Book, The Pussy Cat 
mUum Diary and a photo- 
montage verse-strip which 
appeared in a long-defunct na- 
tional tabloid. The character- 
name copyright is amibiiied to* 
“Janet Nicholls 1962”. 


Sir James Eriuei; surgeon, died 
8 January, aged 72. The found- 
ing Professor of Surgery at 
Southampton University 1970- 
80; President of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
1982-85. 

The Rev Dom Augustine Moi> 
ris, died 20 Janua^, aged 91. 
Joined the Anglican Bene- 
dictines in 1923 and was Abbot 
of Nashdom, Burnham 1948-74. 


Gwen Mullins was one of the 
loading figures in the modem 
British crafts movement, both 
as a weaver and a patron. 

She grew up in a very differ- 
ent unvironmcni. Her fa^r 
was of Russian-German origin 
and the senior partner in a fam- 
ily merchant bank, Wm Brandt 
and Sons. Her mother was an 
American, from Georgia, wto 
insistod on ignoring the English 
climate by dressing her dau|h- 
Icr - ^them s^le - an in white. 
Thanks to the mud of a Surrey 
earien, the child's clothes would 
be changed three times a day by 
her penional maid. From the 
Lon&m hou.se in Kensington. 
Gwen was driven to school each 
diw in a pony-trap. At weekends 
the first farnily car would stop 
on Putney Hill on the drive 
home from London to Bloich- 
in^ey so that the chauffeur 
could light the headlamps. 

Rom this rich and somewhat 
stiflin g world she escaped to 
Italy after tcaviqg school an ex- 
perience which aroused in her 
a passionate love of art and a 
det^ and lasting re^xmse to the 
romance of ancient places. On 
her return to England she b^m 
to paint and draw, withdraw!^ 
as much as posaMe from the in- 
tensive social life which was a 
feature of the family' home, and 
occatiotudly kccfring her pmenis 
on their tcics by throateniog to 
join tiie Gunily'hank. 

‘Though she continued to 
paint for much of her life, it was 
a course at the London School 
of Weaving which awakened a 
lifelong involvement with the 
cr^sTMeanwhile. at the age of 
21, she had married Claud 
Mdlins, then a barrister, and 
soon CO become an outspoken 
London magistrate and distin- 
guished writer on pri^ rvfrvm. 

^occupation with a hus- 
band and three children 
checked her activities as a 
weaver for a number of years. 
Then, with the onset of the Sec- 
ond Wbrid War. she under- 
took voluntary work in the 
occupational therapy unit of 
Horton Ho^itai, near the Mul- 
lins home in ^>sa^ here she set 
up kxum for tw soldiers and put 
to use some discarded book- 
binding cquipmenL As a result, 
she began to develop a fuitbcr 
crafts skili, aided by a profes- 
sional bookbinder who was 
leadiing at Epsom Sduxil of Ait 

In 1948. after Gaud retired 
firom the bench, Gwen and her 
family moved to the village of 
I Gramiam in West Sussex. 

I where iriie established a book- 
' binding ^t>up for local people. 
Out of this enterprise emerged 
the mote qmbitious projea for 

\nllage cr^ts workshi^. set 
"up in disused farm buildi^ at 
the end of her garden, and of- 
feiii^ opportunities for basket- 
makmg ^ woodwork as well 
as spinning, dyeing and weav- 
ing. li^ther with her younger 
dai^ter Barbara, she also or- 
^msed Saturday morning ses- 
sions for diildren in pottery and 
weaving, the success of which 
ted Barbara to set up week-long 
summer camps. 

Gweu Mullins’s own interests 
became increasingly focused 
on weaving, including ginning 
and feeing, with spe^ em- 
phasis on vegetable dyes made 
from local plants. The imme- 
diate outcome was GraSham 
Wsavms. which devefoped into 
a flourishing cottage indusuy. 
with several local women be- 
coming highly skilled weavers, 
and training opportunities be- 
•ing oCfored to students from art 
colleges in Britain as well as 
from Nbrw^, Sweden and Ger- 
many. The ou^Hit of GraSham 
Weavers burgeoned, with exhi- 
bitions of rugs, blankets and 
clothing held twice yearly (the 
most recent was two months 
ago) and an ever-widenii^ clien- 
tele from both home and 


abroad. Cbmmisrions induded 
vrovvn temgings for the dntr and 
altar of Worcester Gitfaedial, a 
cupcairimiDeforthcthcn^i- 
op of Ripin. and niffi fir student 
nx>ms m Exeter CbUcK 

As a weaver, MuOiiis found 
the greatest pleasure in siakiQg 
knotted pile rugs in richly 
ctdnunrd wools, their deagns' 

fr^ucntly based cm landscape 
and architectural forma vdiich 
she had skcidtedtHi her walks 
and txavcis. These rugs were her 
most personal achievement as 
a cranswoman, and were 
ly exhibited in Ixmdon, Fteis 
and Edinburgh. 

Being privileged herself, 
Mullins was acutely aware that 
most craltspcc^te. particularh 
the young, enjoyed few sum 
advantages. Materials were cs6-. 
pensiw. and could be hz^-to 
ecrnic by. Sie set up Craftsman^ . 
Mark, an otganbarion aimed at 
helping haitd-wcayetswtovrere 
keen lu use natural und^ 
wxxds. Selected ftecces frmn rSf- 
ferent varieties of tiieep would 
be bought direct fiotnw^ stap- 
lers xuid tho) ^aui to herspec- 
ificaUons before being kept in. 
store iiridl weavers wished to puiv 
chase them, often by mail 01 ^. 

She established, too, . the 
Gwen Mullins Iftust, to finance 
training and apprenticeship 
sdiumcs foryoungcraftspeemte. 
and give dim grants to ^ 
equipment to see up ^ir own 
studios and woiksbops; in' the 
eariy 1960s therewasnopu^ 
money avaSable for the crafts. 
Among those who benefited 
wm the nawcelcfasated weaver 
Peter CoHiqgwoocl die potter 
Janice Tefaatenko. the jeweller 
Gillian Rickard and the weaver 



lllfaNIns: cett^^ industry 

Mazy Butner, who .now teach- 
es at the Roj^ Codege of Art. 

It was this selfless display of 
private patronage vriiicfa helped 
stir demand for a government- 
frmded bocly which would do for 
the crafts ui Britain what the 
Arts Council bad long been do- 
ing for the vi^ arts. The Gist 
T^olt was the establishment of 
. aCraftsAdrirocyCbrnmineem 
1971, with wlud] Owen Mullins 
was closely involved Then in 
1977 this developed mto a ftil- 
]yblowa(>aftsCouiicilwithex- 
hilntkm space in central London 
and a card-index and photo li- 
bi^ of living craftsmen's work. 

MuHins ^ this time had re- 
tired from afi public activittes to 
coDoentrate on her own work 
and on Lite running of GrafEham 
Wraveis with her dau^ter Bar- 
bara. But in 1975 her cootri- 
bt^n to the crafts was officiany 
recognised with her appoint- 
ment as OBE - to her i^est 
embairassmenL 

She continued to weave vvell 
into her ei^ties^ until arthritis 
and ftiilmg mresight made this 
impossible. Qi^ her garden re- 
mained accessible to her, and 
she would sit out in it even in 
midwinter, dressed like an 
esIdiiK). 

Jeff Lowe 

Elizabeth Gwendolen &andt, 
weaver bom London 10 April 
1904; OBE 1975: married 1925 
Claud Mullins (died 1968; one 
son, two daubers): died Mid- 
hurst, Sussex XJtmuary 1997. 
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Births, 
Mari-iages 
& Deatfe 


BIRTHS 

STAINTHORPE: Sarah tnuu Cum- 
mins) and .AiKh aru dctiiihltfd ici an- 
ni.iuncc the salt- arrisarof Timoitn' 
James ,ii| .1 Ivhnjiin. a hniihtfr lu'r 
Emil\ ,md Ak-undra. 

.UuMHiDCMncnLs for Gaurttc BIRTHS. 
MVRRLVCES & DEATHS iBInhs. 
VdopiioK^ Marrfai|p>v DeUli!U.Nlciiie. 
rial scniccs WnMIni; sumitmarics. Id 
M cmuriaaii stunild be seal in writing 

lo ibe Uazeitr EdiluRTbe Indcpendnit. 

I Canada Squm. Canury Wharf, Lon- 
don EI4 5I>U Iricphnned to 11171-293 
201 1 nr bud i» 0171-293 2010, and arc 
chars^ ai £6.50 a line iVAT extra I, 
uniER naaelte aBmunicnicms Ido- 
tires, fnnrtiuns. ForlhcaniinB mar. 
rhicn. Marriasesl nasi be sabmined 
in Mrilint> lar fhsedi and are chacf^ed 
at £lDa line. V,\Tedra. Please indode 
a duslime letcpbonc nanber. 


ROYAL ENGAGE.vrE.NTS 

The Oaern h.-lils an invi-siiuin; al BuLkinB- 
I'jin PaLkv. Thr DuIcbT EdtadMrek. Riinin. 
( ’uHkaiJOt'uiiJTnisL illL’iuh.'iciiDiwral ifK 
Hs:m I. aritun HmcL I jimlni SU'i Tbr 

Dahe afViirk \-<siis Mmiiserrat. ihv Lcuwanl 
MjikK The Pnacess RitsL ihtroft. - 
Ihc* UealHind anJ Ruhella Avhici* 

jipin. jia-nils a Vominaer CMimuniAiiui 
(iiuJv IVi-jcci )l W iL st muirt eTCiiy Holl. Lun- 
di.'n -ttt'l; oimI » EVi.'s^lmt. Save the Chil Jicn 
Fund. aiicTuh ibe ImhMi) and Commerck- 
Gmip and prCMnis the Ctirpi'nic 

M.ipbcfs FumiRUMr Ccni&cam at Buck- 
ingham FhLw. 

Ctuinginf; of Uie Gutfd 
The llimH.-hMklCat'aln Mouiucd IV-pmeni 
ntimnty iIk OutenV lafe Otatd ,ii Hone 
Ham. 


Birthd^'s 

Sir John .-XThuthnot. tonner MP. 8S; 
Sir Ronald Aiculus. former dipkMnau 
74: V7ce-Admiral Sir Rrler Bergor, 
former Bui^, Setu^n College. Cam- 
hrid];i:. TZi Professor Marilyn Butler. 
Rector, Exeter College. Oxford, 60: 
Sir Alexander Caimenn^ fonnei 
Master. Si Peter's College. Oxford. 
S6: Mr Bevan Congdon. critter. 59; 
Mr James Couebman MP, 55; Mr 
Christopher Deomley. organist. o7; 
Mr Rttricfc Leigh Fermor, author. 82; 
Sir Archibald Forster, former chair- 
man and chief executive. Esm:* UK. 
69; Sir Vivian Fucib. explorer. Mr 
William Fullerton, ambassador to 
Morocco and Mauretania, 3S; Mr 
Biyan Gould. Vice-Chancellor, Whi- 
kato University. .<8; Miss Anne 
Gregg, broadcaster. 57; Mr Win 
GriffiiKs MP. 54: Mr Michael Jack- 
son, Controller, BBC 1, and BBC Di- 
recior of TelevMon. 39; General Sir 
Jeremy Mtickeodc. Dqxity Supreme 
Allied Commander. Eun:^. Mr 
Leslie Nielsen, actor. 71: Miss Maty 
Quant, fashion designer, 63: Mr 
Burl Reynolds, actor, 61; Baroness 
Sharpies, lormcr director, TV'S, 74; 
Mr Dennis Skumer MP, 65: Miss Kim 
Stanley, actress, 7i Mr E.W Swan- 
ton. spons writer and BBC com- 

fncnlaior.90; MissMiiiylh:gear,an 
historian. 73: Mr Malcolm WioJker. 
chairman and chief escotin'c, Icelund 
Group, 51. 

Anniversaries 

Births! William Heoiy Fox lalboL 
phiiiogiapfaic pioneer, ISOO; Thomas 
Ah-a Edison, inventor. 1847: Jtsepb 
Leo Monldewicz. director, produc- 
er and screenwrilct. 1909. Deaths: 
Joanna (I. Queen of Naples, 1435; 
Jean-Bernard Leon Foucauh, phj^i- 
cL-n. IS6S; John Budion. finit Baron 


Iwcedsmuir. governor-gcnerdl of 
Canada and novelist. 1940; Syhia 
Plaih. poeL 1963. On ihi* da^ the 
Cist wcekl>' weather a-pon was issu^ 
by the Meteorological OCDcc, 187& 
the Laleian lrcat>‘ established an in- 
dependent Vatican Suite in Rome, 
covering lOS acres. 1929: Margaret 
ThatdiCT became the Grst woman 
leader of a Bdiish political party. 
1975: in Sonih Africa. Nelson Man- 
dela was released from prison after 
27 years, 1990; the cftieen agreed to 
pay tax on her private income. 1993. 
Today' is the Feast Day of St Bene- 
dict of Aniane. St Caedmon. St Giu- 
guiy 11, Pope. Si Lazarus of Milan, 
St Lucius of Adrianople, St Pascal L 
Rjpe. Saints Satuminux, Dativus, and 
Others and St Severinus of 
Agaunum. 

Lectures 

National GaDeiT: Stella Gambling. 
“Fond Furewells (ii): CezannCi The 
Grounds of the Chateou Soil*', Ipm. 
Tate GalieiT: Andrew Kennedy. 
"Hirncr and the Representation of 
Englaiid“, Ipm. 

British Mnseniiu Shirley Barlow. 
“Euripides’ Medea: a controversial 
heroine?". l.ISpiiL 
RIBA AKblteclore Centre. London 
Wl: Danny Lane talks about his 
work. 6.30pm. 

Leicester University: l^fessor Iain 
Stewart. “Computable in Principle 
Need Not Mean Computable in 
Practice", 5. LSpm. 

Luncheons 

New^aper Con&rence 
The Qainsllor of the Exdicquec, Mr 
Kenpeih Oaifce QC MP. wax the 
guest of honour and ^leaker at the 
Annual Luncheon o( the Newspaper 


Conference held yesterday at the 
Hilton Hotel London Wl. Mr Bob 
Podmoie, Chairman of the Confer- 
ence. presided. 

Receptions 

Corporation of LoimIod 
The Duke of Gloucester was the 
guest of honour at a Champagne Re- 
ception held yesterday at the Cuild- 
ball. London EC2. on the occasion 
of the Link into Latin America Con- 
fereocu. Sir Alexander Graham. Se- 
nior Alderman, Corporation of 
Loodoo. representing the Lord M^'- 
or of London, was the hosL Sir 
Aleaiander Graham and Mr Alberto 
Kenyo Fajimori, President of Peru, 
were the sfieakers. Mr Ernesto F^rez 
Balladarex. President of Panama, 
also attended. 

Dinners 

Sode^ of Chemical lodnstiy 
Mr KJ. Minton, President the So- 
ciety of Chemical Industry, was the 
host at a dinner held yesterday 
evening at Lawson House. Run- 
corn. Lampill Medals, in recognis- 
tion of outstanding service to SCI in 
furtherance of its 1907 Charier ob- 
jectives, were awarded to Dr D.W. ^ 
Broad and Professor R.J. Hamilton. 

Rofal Over-Seas Leagrue 

Mr MiriiacI O'Coiioor, Aaii^ Chief 
Executive of the Millennium Com- 
nusaion, was the guest speaker at a 
meeting of the Royal Over-S^s 
League's Uscussion Code held yes- 
ten^ evenii^ at Overseas House. 

StJame^ loDdonSWl. Hissut:^ 
was *The MSIedDhim- Objective and 
Plans, and Progress to Date”. Mr 
Leonard Lieko^ presided. 


Decision to stop export of sperm was f laweci 


Regina ▼ Human fertilisation and 
Embryology Aothorfo^ exparte 
Blood; Court of App^ fLoid 
WbolL Master of Rolls, Lord 
Justice VKiite. Lord Justice Henry) 
6 Febniaiy 1997 

Without his written consent. 
Sperm coidd not lawfully be tak- 
en from a comatose man short- 
ly before his death or preserved 
thereafter for the purpose of in- 
seminating the dead man's 
wife, and the Human Fertili- 
sation and Embryology Au- 
thority was right to rrftise to 
allow such a procedure to take 
place in the United Kingdom. 

But in also rcftising to allow 
the wife to export the sperm to 
Bel^iim, the aulhoriiy failed to 
take into accouotiier li^l. un- 
der articles 59 and 60 of the EC 
Ireatjr, to receive medical treai- 
meut in another member state 
unless there were good public 
polity reasons for not allowing 
this to happen. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal Mra Diane 
Blood against the decision of 
Sir Stephen Brown, Presidem 
cf foe I^inily Diviaon (Law Re- 
porL 23 OWober 1996) who 
refused her applicaiion for ju- 
dicial review of a decision by 
the auihori^. 

The applicam and her hus- 
band Siepnen were married in 
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1991 and towards the end of 

1994 began actively trying to 
have a child. But in February 

1995 foe husband contracted 
meningitis, £rom which he died. 
Shortly before his death, two 
samples of sperm were taken 
by elcctro-ejaculation and en- 
trusted to the InfeniUty Re- 
search Trust with a view to 
enabling foe applicant to have 
her husband's chQd. But foe au- 
thority, cicercisiag its regulato- 
ry powers under the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Act 1990, dedined to permit her 
to receive such treatment either 
in this country or in Belgium. 

Lord Lester of Heme HiB QC. Piter 
Duff/ and AGdiael fordhum (Ldgft 
Day Je Col for the applicant; David 
PbmickQC and Dinah Rose (Afor- 
gin Bruce, Cardiff) fordteatuhaity. 

Lord WbolfMRsaid that in the 
absence of the consent re- 
quired by section 12 and Sched- 
ule 3 of the 1990 Acl Mr 
Blood's spenn should not have 
been preserved or stored. 1^- 
nicalfy, therefore, an offence 
had been committed by foe li- 
cence holder under section 
4(i)(b). but there was no ques- 
tion of any prosecution being 


brought in this case, nor could 
any criticism be made of the 
fact that storage had taJren 
place because it bad been done 
bona fide and in consultation 
with the authority in what was 
an unexplored legal situtation. 

For this reason, foe case 

imsed issues as to the lawfulness 
of foe use and eiqxirt of sperm 
which would never arise again. 

Sectioo24(4)ofthe 199UAct 
gave foe authority a discretion 
as to when and subject to what 
conditions to permit any per- 
son to whom a licence applied 
to export sperm in any partic- 
ular case. The author!^ had 
made general directions on 
this subjeCL but that did nor 
prevent it making a specific di- 
rection permitting export in any 
particular case. 

The authority accepted that 
under articles 59 and 60 of the 
EC Ueaiy Mre Blood as a 
member of the Union had a 
rigbL directly enforceable by 
liCT(and therefore part of Eng- 
lish law), to receive medical 
treatment in another member 
state. But it contended that its 
refusal to allow the export of 
o^etes did not amount to in- 
fringement of Mrs Blood's 


right to treatment in Bclgfoffi 
or elsewhere. 

That ai^roach did not make 
sufficient allowance for the re- 
ality of the Nation. The re- 
fusal to permit the eatpoxt of 
gametes prevented Ms Blood 
having the only treatment 
which she wanted. 

In coming to hs decision the 
authority was required to take 
into account that to refuse 
permission to esqxnt would 
impede foe treatment of Mrs 
Blood in Belgium and to ask 
whether in the circumstances 
this was justified. - 

Not having received the ap- 
propriate guidance on the law, 
foe authority failed to take 
into account two important 
considerations. The fint was 
foe effect of artide 59. The sec- 
ond was the fact that there 
should be no further cases- 
where sperm was preserved 
without consent. The fear 
of creating an undesirable 
precedent could not apply here. I 

However, even tak^ into ac- | 
count EC liw, foe authority was 
not bound to decide in Mis 
Blood's favour. But it must di- 
rect itself oorre^ as to the law. 
The onus was on the authority 
fo provide reascnswhidi met the 
standards set 1^ Euiopeut law. 

FRnl Mascadi, Barrister 
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^ * It^ hard, but Labour must target Del boy 



l^dkoff 


^ fesaonal, no matter how different their 
so^badt^smanfau^^ 




. , Jtoddas and Unde Albert con- 

cwd)fystt^fir(»ifteirPe<*hamc^ 


fanned tire bediDckrfihemitfesnffhy 
throi^ioutBir^ lie lU 


of the 


plW.IWborU 


.ncfuse 




grcaitti un. 

to drink, raih^ 

, What they drink. 
ritai^ hard. With ihc^? 

icf^ ftuhs of the Caoe^ 
ie tables and bars, rc£^ 

■**“‘*‘“ one’s nasc uj^ 

_ jotUcarcalmSsTei 

rcpnfincd loihccffeo 
on the palate. 
^.S^ermarket shelves ate 
irtlh ihc produce of 
.j^jAiivnable cnuniriesrf 
i*TOh as Chile, ArgemhB 

and Brazil. Butno^ 
i modi exercised about bn. 
^ts abuses bv the to 
eat in Santiago bc^ 
a Chilean red, unl^ 
___use Knodiet »-ith Piooi 
, Few remember GeattA 

'’.Ttedt^su-henponim 

IW mcorrcci ended vith 
^.f^4FQrtuguc$e revolutioit 
‘idealhputRiqabak(n 
. li^ retsina came 
i^]&e'Gok>nuls weat 
ria. it Is true, has had 
id publiciiy recently, 
diemonAraiors in Sofia cb 
that elections he 
rani bj' a >'carorso, 
they can get rid of an 01 . 

uwompetem got- 
^igbutwe arc siiU lah^ 
fai^ and mx tighiingfcl 
’ I to haw elccihxb aial 
^ Ikomania has presided 
. cecenily for comcicii- 

^i^ineis, Willi Ouilh^ 

L fyftay Imcrnaikmalci. 
us to sulich our brand 
from Buchanstin 
jnpii (hat the cnunin's r> 
HB^ificd Urn'S iin tumv 
gf'are still dLsainuDainT. 
winv!i of the Conunofr 
vtflcndsixncidiKd 
jut it is hardioste 
can be po/mntih'ol- 
1 say. n Ciinudian Rid 
W ^aUind GuudkWn 
la^ great uiitc 
greeted ag;iinsi Frana 
hUClcnriesMnthcI^ 
,var. .^itsiniliaamlNn 
led tl»e hnv^'tt andito 

Irani. 


niiftg anri the tDiy. In Spain they helped keep Kanco 

®powff.UtdebusbcMpec^^^ 
wing(orevenc«ntrist)Mjxun^ 
R^^&ii^sAiJwnght.hisTSMk- notlimiogotDOw^^^^ 

But Ibny Blair cazmotafford to for- 
get t he m. H& needs their votes. Three 
and a half million people are self- 


no L i ei i d to the r©l flag or red xoscl 

AasD^omso^heto^ 

national culture, things do not look 
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Labour daims h wants to do, win not be 
easy. The cultural obfectimis u> Lab^ 

run de^ and certain genuine poKcy efif- 
ferences remain. 

-Neverdieless, the appeal is wordi 
malring. I^or a start, L.aboiir canot^ 
afford to be too out of touch with the 
growing band oClrottera and 'W^eys 
in the world. There are too many votes 

at stake. But evmi if Mr Blair and Bar- 
bara Koche, his small busmess Ifep- 
tenyt, cannot turn many votes^rF»*y™in 
stin inqnDve Aeir ability to govern of 
uswellif&^addressthemselvBsseri- 
oushr to small business concerns. 

J^oal and urban, cneducated and pro- 


woriqilaoes are strikiog out alme, under 
contract to their old conipgny. The old 
labour voters^ sha|^ by common C3^p^ 
nence in the fectones, are disappeaimg. 
If the votes ctf small businessmen and 
women seem impmtant now, thqr will 
matter far more m fiitn'm lahnwrran- 
not afibid to igame the K n gc ri r^ per- 
ception tfam h is envious success, hos- 
tile to aspirations, and tfis^iproving o{ 
an mdepradent conqietitive qurit 
Mcmeover there B zio good reason u4y 
the interests and values frf’harri.w nriring 
smaHlaisiness peofde should be out of 
kj] ter until a left-cf-centre party. Dd fives 
in a cramped council flat IBs son 


Damien will have to face Peckham's 
schools, while Racqud could go out to 
woih and boost tile family income if she 
could afford good child care. 
Expanding die opportunities of the lii- 
tie people, defendiag them against the 
poweifd eooDimife interests (m thqr 
contractor companies (ystubbtm trade 
unkmsX givii^ them and their children 
a fsff diauQce to succeed, should all fit 
neattywithm a oentr&4eft framework. 

But the economic case for wooing 
small businesses is even stronger. Rod- 
nqr and Unde Albert depend on Del for 
thOTfivir^Halfthepriy^ sector w ork- 
ibree now have jobs with companies of 


fewer than 100 employees. The tired 
dkh£ that small and medhim-sized 
enterprises are the enguie oi growth 
lemaiDS true. Squeeze littie entrepre- 
neurs and you squeeze the econony. 
Even if sra^ biishiess leaders on 
disIflaDg Labour values, a Labour gov- 
ernment would have to persist in Im^}- 
ing smaO busmesses flourish. 

For the most part. Labour policies 
should be peifec^ acceptaUe to 
businesses. Pursuing economic stabifity, 
cuttir^ red tape, providing smafi 
sufport all sound comforting enough. 
Ian Lai^ Preskfent of the Board of 
'Bade, has issued similar warm words 


himK^ lf Tn one area Labour actu^ has 
gqjn gthtng postive and dBunctive to 

offer small busmesses above and beyond 

cuntnt guv e i a ne m pedides: a statutory 
T ^r to mtergtf on late payment. Rir the 
tvMifrtWg ihde otffipBDies that suffer, 

scrinp and save, waftnig for ttteir bills to 

be paid by die bulOes odx) are ool- 
iwting interest on the balance, thb 
could "**■*« the difference between 
pr ofi t and under. Peifaaps there is 

atencemLabour'sdaimthatsiin’eys 
show ymall businesses now prefer 
Labour to the Conservatives. 

But the sticking point for malty small 

riiopiMqjers, pub-owners and b^^ 
enb^xeaeuis remains the minunum 
wage. For a small firm with few employ- 
ees, wa v e ring on die edge at dosure, 
p wmiiy leave, statutoiy holiday enti- 
tfemems, and minimum rates of pay aO 
hmAur theiT of sutvxvaL ’Rmy 

Wair wiD Well Tcmember answering 
from gfnaii business owners 
(pOBsSttygenume, possibtyToiy stooges) 
wdko phoned tdewsiem and radio pro- 
fli Mw rwc during die 1992 election to 
most that Labour's proposed minimum 
w^ (then £3.20 an hour) would force 
them 10 Iqr off their st^ Esced with 

aw altnniB teTMh»”'d«» g house owner, 
convinced rite will not be a^ to make 
endsmeetfitishaidtoaiguethatamin- 
imam wage will not cost jobs. The fact 
remains that some small bosinesses that 
survive and compete onty throu^ p^ 
ing staff abysmal rates wfll be squeezed 


out of the economy. Labour should not 
flinch from admitting this. Some small 
businesse.s will not get a great deal fhiRi 
a Labour government, nor should they. 
Sustaining on cnteiprise on the back of 
poverty pay is not acceptable, no mat- 
ter how much the entrepreneur may 
want to keep going. 

Our economy must be iti>le to afford 
to do better. Understanefing the interests 
of small business is the right way to run 
a government: pandering to thmr eveiy 
plea is not. 

Hard woric and 

other options 

fTlalking of successful small busi- 
X nesses ...thebest small businesses 
of all are those that don’t stay small for 
long, and catapult their successful 
entrepreneurial owners into the brim- 
ming ranks of British millionaires. We 
now have 81,000 people w’orth more 
than thousands of thousands of pounds. 
Good luck to them - or, at least, to the 
ones who made it through hard work. 

But consider the new miUionaires who 
made money awarding (hemseN'es shore 
options <m tte back of prii'atisatkxi. And 
^>are a thought for the growing num- 
bers of tlteir empkn’ces who .aren't paid 
a minimum wage. An: we sure we're get- 
ting the balance quite right? 


St 
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Nato marches 
east into a 
great blunder 

Sir: ‘T'fato's planned erpawaftn is 
not inherent thr^tening to 
Russia. Given the ri^t 
circumstaiices, it should go ahead.” 
. So writes Ibny Barber (’Tbrget the 
(l Bear, look to the Baikal, 6 
I^bruary). 

Russia does see Nato 
enlargement as “inbereatiy 
threatenitig** - and a betra^ of 
commitments made by Joto h&jor 
and James Baker at the time of 
German mrificarinn. Oeaity 
''djcnm^aiices”'aren’t rig^ now, 
bot witiicnit a pipper Eniopean 
secimty arotnte rttfn bin place^ttey 
ueverv^be.' 

Gec^e Kieanah smily the latest 
m a low of Britidi and American 
formerambassadoTS to Moscow to 
warn that “eiqpandii^ the North 
Atlantic Treaty Orgaaiirarionwopld 
be the most fateful blander of 
American polky in the entire post- 
Cold era” (Auemotfeno/ 
Herald inbuRe, 6 February, 
rep rin ted from the New T^k 
Tones). 

That President Clinton gave 
pioinises to Polish and 
constituencies in the US dnrii]^ his 
electoral campaiga does oot bmd 
V the rest ofus to commit a great 
folly. 

The antagonism the proposal is 
giving rise to is preventmg most 
of Europe’s real problems being 
addressed. Of wnldi one is, as 
Ibny Barber points ont, the 
fotuie of the Baticans - ou which 
side (rfa new iron curtain would 
they fidl? Above all, “Nato 
enlaigement” is not fitee- 
standiQg: it is messing op most of 
the i^gting and intendefa arms- 
control treaties; it is related to, 
but so far on-coordinated with, 


V European Union mq>ai^oo; it is 
I* likety to be very edqwnrive, bot its 
funding has not been considered; 


jousK-j-wp" 


above all, it belongs within the 
European security framework 
that toe Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
provides. 

Preadent Chirac, returning from 
bis viat to Mr Yblisia, has 
suggested a five-power sninmit 
.ii ja Apnlfor die Icfldcrs of 

, 1 1 1* ‘ ^ ^ the Umted States, Raace, Britain, 

tV rmany and Russia to disoiss 
Europe’s future security qfsteim 
■f Whichsouiids right Our conmioo 
European future cannot properly 
'V beleftinMrOinton’sIiandsalone: 
^ for that he has. and can have, no 

democratic maudate. 

EUZABEIH YOUNG 
"■ London W2 

.4SinPiul\%lIely(‘TtowBlairc8n 

save hiiHmis on defence”, 10 

. Febniaty) may well be right to say 

that substantw savings ill the „ 

defence budget w^ould be possible S 

Britain either feced w) Jo Its 
'* dependence on the traited States 
or joined up to a connnon 
'"I European defence polity. 

However, neither ^qod appears 

leaBstic, certainly in the near- 

xnednimtenn. . . 

. I duagree with Paul ^Wlely^s 

' conduaon that there are "not 

many mwe efficienty savii® lobe 

m a d e** ygnific ant delays and 
"li massive cost overruns in the 

procurement process persi^ ^ 

A „.,MVii..TN.v»*MioAineatstillwast< 




^^^fS^oreftmdainen^ issue 

' Labour’sxcviewwonldneedto 

address is the balance between 

• ^ oommitinents and resources Hour 
armed ibrees are overstretched and 

becomhig * 1 iollow”, ^ we w not 
j going to increase their numbers, 

ihenwenjust reduce their 



commitments. If Britain wants an 
army rather than a gendarmerie it 
must aOowit the opportunity to 
train as such: if it 'wants to sustain 

high morale amongst service 
persormel, itmust hononr 
tnifihnmn itfafiAiT ds frf intervah 

between operan'cmal duties. 

There js a danger tiiat we are 
concentratir^ too heavily on high- 


that e qu i p ment in warfare, 
the pomt (tf snstairiiiig hnndreds of 


to actually use them three- 
qnaiters of th^ do not work, as 
was dismvered before the Gi^ 
Wai7 

DrSTEFHEN PUIUNGER 

Executive IXreaor 

IntOTUttiaudSeeurifylrtformatum 

Serv^ 

London WC2 


Suryival guide 
for aid workers 

Sin Hie recent news that aid 
woiim have been taken hostage 
ty i^ls in l^ikistaD comes on tte 
back of the tra^ news that two aid 
woiteis - oneCambodian, one 
Bzztidi-havebeen IdDed wfaild 
working for the Uni ted Nations in' 
Rwanda. These events once again 
highlight the often dangerous 
position thm aid 'workers find 
therxtielvesin. 

Because ofthis, and other 
feetois vriiidi idate to the welfare 
of ^wofteis, deven UK aid 

oiganisatiODS Imve come u^ther 

fofonn Peirofe m Ai^ ftmd^ by 
the ODA. The groiq} will address 
concerns about the xeenntment, 
vulnefabi^ and levels of 

Stress ofald workers , particulaity in 


disaster and conflict situatimis. 

On 19 Fdmiaty, we will be 
publishing a Code of Best Practice 
vriiidi seeks to set a quality 
standard for the marmgeffieDt and 
s^^ort given to aid workeis in the 

SARA DAVIDSON 
Emdebi Aid 
London SWl 


Commerce moves 
to the Internet 

Sin Your recent articles on the 

Royal Bank of Scotland and 
Nationwide offeziug Internet 
services to their CDStomcis (22 
January and 3 February) highlight 
one of the most dramatic changes 
fairing plaeft in the ftnanrial 
services sector - electimuc 
commerce. 

IBM research to be poblished 
shoitty, shows that 72 per cent of 
msuiance executives iiitecviewed 
believed that electztuic commerce 
will have the most profound impact 
on reshaping the insmtinr^ 
industry. 

Ano&er IBM research project 
cazried out lasty^, a^dn 
hisnraiice executives, highligbted a 
scenario whereby oorsurrwts will 
activety identity, acq^ arid 
manage theh poi^wis of risk and 
capital accumulation needs -a 
simple task in a wodd where a 
growing nnmber of access points 
such as the Internet means 
evei^raoe is “wired*. Increasingty 
sophisticated consnmers wfll send 
out requests for coverage over a 


growing number of access poinis 
such as mteractive TV andthe 
loterneL They will piece together 
the n e c e ssary product or service 
components from global providers. 

Sadly, there are stin matty 
financial service companies who, 
despite having sites, do not 

have the adequate strategy to 
rnaxmiise opportimities >da the 
Internet and time is running out for 
them £asL There are currently 
around 50 million worldwide users 
of the Imemet and it is estimated 
that this win rise to U bnikm by 
2010. 

JOHN MOON 

Distribution Sobttims Manager 
IBM fitswwice Europe 
Rbkam. 

Middlesex 


A formula for 
fair wages 

Sin The political hot potato of 
irmiting bigb-flicrs* smary increases 
and the soon to be resurrected 
debate over guaranteed mmimnin 
salaries could earily be cooled Ity a 
statutory ^uirement that within 
any organi^tion the highest 
remuzieration shoiUd not be higher 
than a prescribed mnlttyle of the 
lowest salary. 

This would gtye to an 

empltyer but would ensure that, 
regardless of the total amount 
aviilable for salaries, the divisiOD 
of that amount would ahvm be 
such as to reffect the oontnbutioDS 
made Ity all employees. This 
princqile could hold good for both 


conunerdal companies and 
goveiiunem departments. 

. The only arguments would then 
be to determine the correa 
multiplier 30, 50?) and for 
middie-eaniiri^ employees to 
jusdty their dmsion of the 
remamder. 

A P DZIMITROWICZ 
Croydon, 

Sunry 


British Empire 
begins at home 

Sin 1 hope the new Empire and 
Commonwealth Museum in BrisuX 
win find room fora more 
tfaov^tful account of the term 
“British Empire*' than is apparent 
from Foiduun’s dcsoiptioo 

(article, 6 Febniaiy). 

Far much of the “500>year 
histoty” to which the museum’s 
curator alludes, ‘*the British 
Empire’* meant not fer-flimg 
dorninionsbut the rule and 
sovereignty first of Eiigland itsel£ 
theuIatCTOf the British Isles in 
their various TOlitical constitutions. 
As the great o M Young observes. 


For Henry VIU in 1533, the 
“realm of E^and” was “an 
empire” because that meant it was 
“flrre from the authority of any 
foreign potentates”. Tfa^y. when 
the constitution of the Umted 
Kingdom is in question, and half 
En^and is ron^ by a perceived 
Euzop^ threat to “Bnti.sh" 
sovereignty, these less glamorous 
domesDc a^>ects of imperial 
history have as great a claim on our 
attention as evocations of the 
comparatively brief period when 
of the world were covered in 


this oldtf sense, nith no particular 
overseas reference, prevailed as 
late as the 1830s. 7/bea 
McCnllocb’s SuatstieolAceoum of 
the British Enyjin pvemore^aoe 
to Oxford than Canada (Vktamm 

).It 

is not until 1857 that we find 
Thomas Hugh^ ^ Brown's 
School^'s, celebtaEing that 
l^pire “on which the sun never 
sets". 
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Neglect of a 
colossal work 

Sin I read with imerest David 
Cbesterman’s letter (5 Februazy) 
on recent performances of 
symphonies in Loudon. 1 (00 am 
struck by the apparent neglect of 
Beethot^'s Second Symphony. 1 
can see no good reason why ths 
fine work should have slip^d into 
relative obscurity. 

Thei4ffgoneme Mu^aUsdte 
Zriiao^ in its review of the 
tympbouy's premiere in April 1803. 
describes it as “a singular, colossal 
work, with a depth, power and 
artistic erudition such as very few 
works command”. 

One could not agree more. The 
tymphouy ^ows the first real 
emergence of the power and 
beauty of Beethoven’s music, which 
was te surface ftilly in his later 
works. Let’s hope 'it does not drift 
further into obscurity. 
DrCEJAGUS 
Mcasley, 

Lanoeshire 


Sperm ruling has 
ancient echoes 

Sin The Court of Appeal’s ruling in 
favour of Mis Blood’s campa^ to 
have a child using her deceased 
husband's sperm ( rcEH>rt , 7 
February) has been hailed as a 
victory for “common sense”. It can 
also be seen as a victory for "famih' 
values”. 

Amongst the ancient Hebrews, 
and in maiiy patriarchal societies 
around the'world. death docs not 
tcnuinaic marriage- A dead man’s 
broiber stands in for him. lakitig bis 
widow as p^er, in order to 
produce children (ideally sons) in 
his name - a practice known as 
“levirale'*, from the Latin fei-fr. 
“broiher^-law". 

The presumption here is that 
men seek to perpetuate themselves 
through their heirs. They are not 
ea^eaed to leave oraL fm less 
written, legal instructions recording 
their consent > as the Human 
I%Tlilisation and Embiyology 
Authority appears to require. From 
this wider cross-cultural 
perfective, the authority's 
intervention here seems a bizarre 
intrusion into what ore strietty 
family issues. 

ZMLEWIS 

EmerUus Professor ofAntluvptA^' 
The London Sdwol of Ectmomia 
and Political Science 
London »1C2 


Help mentally ill 
out of ghetto 

Sin At la^ a tympatheiic and 
imprejudiced aiuh'sis of the crise: of 
mental health prov^ision in this 
country (Icacfing article, 5 R.'bruary). 

1 am a student, and I also happen 
to be mentaliv' ill. I am distressed bv- 
the almost eniireh’ negatiw 
approach of press. Coverage is 

biased towards the infrequent 
violent cases, personal accounts of 
sufferers arc rarely published, .ind 
local new^pets are reluctant to 
pubUdse horrendously long 
waiting-list limes. 

1 have had the “luck” to be able 
to compare the services in three 
countries: Egypt, Germaiwand 
Britain. My experiences and 
research lead me to agree with yviur 
diagnosis. There are cases of 
depre^d children and teenagers 
in our inner dties who, even alter 
they have attempted .suicide, have 
been put on a three-month waiting 
list to see a ptychiatrisL Some do " 
not survive until their first 
appoinunent. 

lam Ihiitg in agreywnrid of fear, 
which is haunted 1 k' unwanted 
speetresand ibou^tii. And 1 am iioi 
alone. Many other people in similar 
and worse poriiions (him me are 
feelitig ghdtoiseJ and stieixiatised 
bysoewty. What we need Lsa fuU, 
frank and umpathetic discussion 
about the chronic underfunding in 
the mental health sector. 

TASHA DIFFEY 
Manchester 


Fresh spin 

Sir The ideal place for wind 
turbines is not in our National 
Parks nor out at sea. nor on 
Lmdon's rooftops (letter, 5 
Hibruary). It is at Sellaficld, 
Tomess and Sizcwell. 

They're aQ in windy places with 
alreatty ugly btiildiq^ luit where 
pco|de want to ^ bathing - and the 
transmission ^es arc alrcadv 
there. Maybe they'll help Nuclear 
Electric make a profit - or is it 
a^inst their principles to use a safe 
source of power? 

AAKRAKIEWKZ 
LamMcy, Notthtyfumitiiire 
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How can 
Britain meet 
the need fco- 
another four 
million homes? 

Build more 
new towns, the 
doyen oif 
planning tells 
Peter 
Popham 


W bat with the 
tree people and 
the tunnel peo- 
ple, Swampy 
and Animd 
and the rest a hasty scanning 
of the new^p^)eTsn]^ give one 

the impression that develop- 
ment is something which in 
this countiy is no longer pos- 
sible; that eveiy new road or 
housing estate, eveiy attempt to 
nudge h^toi^ forward as 
opposed to rolling it back, win 
be met by the thunderous co- 
aliiion of young eco-warriois 
and middle-aged Nimbies. 

So to bear someone speak 
out in favour of fuU-blo^ed 
devdO|Hiieat poUciea, in favour 
of a ^ole panoply of new 
towns and villages, served by 
incredibly fast new rail net- 
works but also, no doubt, 
some new roads, is ra^er 
shocking; like bumping into an 
advocate of caning or whaling 
or paedophilia. 

But «4ien the peisoa 01 ques- 
tion is Professor Peter Hall, 
doyen of British town plan- 
ners, former chief planning 
advi^r to Michael Heseltine at 
the Department of the Exrri- 
ronment and now chairman of 
tfaelbwnandCoun^ Planning 
Association, one sits up and 
takes notice. 

Ibmorrow evening at the 
Royal Instituie of British Archi- 
tecture in London, in a debate 
entitled City, Suburb or Country 
- Who Gto?, Professor Hall 
wll explain why he thinks a 
large number of new commu- 
niues will not merely be desir- 
able in the next 20 years, but 
imperative. In tus view, azeable 
new communities are going to 
come into existence, willy-i^, 
and they wiH come about in a 
far more coherent and har- 
monious manner if th^ are 
planned. And be will e:q>lain 
how the arrival of TG V-speed 



iusl had tfaeia ott <of 
ptofesnr IW piibpdMI ig 
give nsa new 
of Emdandy ftdl 
and twagitt. BecttUe 
DOtoriQiis (stteitt 
and iejBrashngqqaSQi^hb& 
ooipnhces usttitt K 
happem diat 
which foeSed 'm 
movemeiit after ttetieirdiEw' 
tiuAftd on > 

What the towns wl^leak:: 
Kir» is 

book be wrote m 
Xevteon 2D0P^ Sot 
1963, Has envtea^ 
polfe of ‘'heautmil. : 

ways', tan buikifa^ 
aro ond tA the mtea^^^naBr ' 


In the next 20 years, the creation of new communities w9J be an i ii^i e reti ve, says Piufcflor Peter HaO. But there vriD be oppo siti on from e n viro nm entalists - and the Mmby tendency 

Milton Keynes multiplied 


was at least baff ' 

loore dzant 9ect aboq»^'. 
scrilmiggeqBeatyies ^JiiSa . 
for the next ^Qyaro ^ ' 

Whether the nrai imiMiiiri - . 
itKS ftofi s sor Haff dbidillte 
wQl be tridy ■ 

tot^ qucadon - 

idea, whkfa has in^ed^t 
throughout his career, 
meant to besetf-codttteed^jn 
sustainable, bi^ teHdfridtateVl 
all the gaxded ctdte odue^ V 

towns became 

almost as soon as teity Ftep 
built. ‘ ; 

*0116 snstaind)8thr' 


trains in south-east Ei^Iand to 
serve these new coountmities 
will also have a powerful regen- 
erative effea on essting towns 
and cities that now are deep 
into their various limbos and 
twilights. 

The trigger for these bold 
imaginings was the prediction 
last November' by John Gum- 
mer, Seoretaiy of State at the 
Department of the Eaviron- 
ment, that by 2020 Britain will 
be confronted by the need to 
house 4.4 mflb'on new house- 
holds. The buUc. SO per cent, 
the DoE beUeves. wim not be 
young couples but single- 
person households: young 
people of student age, the 
divorced or separated, and 
older people who have outlived 
their spouse or partner. How- 
ever constituted, it is a formid- 
able number of households to 
accommodate. It is an irres- 
istible force. But it is headed 
straight For an immovable 
object, namely the Ntmbyish 
tendency with which Cummer, 
who represents a rural con- 
stituency and in a vicarage 

in Suffolk, is on terms of inti- 
mate familiarity. 

Deeply in thi^ to the absol- 


utist luralism of the Council for 
the Preservation of Rural Eng- 
lao(^ Cummer seeks to deflect 
the irresistible force (u to a new 
(and, praise the mark, fashion- 
able) terrain. Rural England 
shall remain sacrosanct: if 
Cummer gets his w^, 60 per 
cent of th(^ 4A million house- 
holds will be decanted into 
housing in so-called “brown 
ffeld** sites in the cities - areas 
of redundant industrial or 
office buOdingS, co ntamina ted 
and derelict land and so on. 
which can be converted to les- 
idential use. 

By suggesting that this is the 
solution, Gnmmer has gr^tbed 
the coal tails of a and 
important trend, namely the 
renval of the inner dty not onty 
as a place to worit and play but 
as a place to live: aliistoik 
reversal of the drift to suburban 
and countiy living teat has been 
in progress for more than a 
century. Whrebouses and foc- 
tories, outdated office blocks 
and ex-seamen’s hostels have 
been imagmativety adapted to 
residential purposes over tee 
past 10 years, and tee trend 
continues; recently this news- 
paper’s former home north of 
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tee Gty, an unprepossessing 
Hfties office blodc, was con- 
verted into luxury apaAments. 

Peter Hall does not decry 
this tendency; indeed, he seeks 
to encourage it. But he flatly 
denies teat it can provide tee 
answer to the needs of Cum- 
mer’s 4A rnfflinn bOUSefaoklS. 
“In tee South-east, tee projec- 
tions suggest teat more than 
one-third out of the 1.7 mlllioa 
new households should be 
crammed into Lmdon. But the 
sp^ is tenply not there,'' Hall 
insists. He estimates tlmt the 
most promising brown field 
site in the capital. Thames 
Gateway (formerly known as 
tee East Thames Corridor), 
might t^e 30,000 new homes. 

has to wonder where 
exactly tee Temainiag 599,400 


homes are actually going to be 
builL*' he ays. 

As nxrfessor Hall sees it. 
there will be no alternative to 
boildiDg new towns in tee 
countryride. This is the nettle 
that we must graro. And the 
gocxl oea^ in Hall's view, is 
that certain atirely fortuitous 
developments in tee railway 
system will make tee attain- 
ment erf what be calls “the sus- 
tainable sodal dty” fax more 
capable of realisatiou than the 
rest of us in our premilleimial 
gloom are likely to suppose. 

’5vo rim ultaneous but unre- 
lated rufl developments are the 
key. One is tbeC hazmel Tunnel 
Rafl Link (CTEU^) being built 
by London and Continental 
Railways, on wfaicb Hall has 
been a consuliam since leaving 


the DoE in 1994, which, if and 
when suffident investment is 
attracted, win now to 

Rugby and Horthampton as 
weU as connecting tee Kent 
coast with London. 

The other element is called 
T hameslink MOQ. to whfch Rafl- 
ti^ is committed, which will 
connect Canrfnx^ and Steven- 
age to destinaiioDS south of 
London. “It will be a very 
sophisricated sendee," says Hall, 
“^rilh trains wtakh be com- 

ing from as far away as Bedfexd 
and IGngs Lynn feeding into a 
new staiioa at St Panezas and 
feeding out to the soote'caasL- 
It will be a relative^ high ^>eed 
service, wite trains travelling at 
up to UOmpb: What you wOl 
see with these two schemes is 
a high-speed metro service of a 
kind that has han% existed in 
the world up to now.” 

These two new high-^eed 
rail links will provide tee infra- 
structural ^ines for tee new 
communities Hall envisages. 
The model for such a develop- 
ment is even now taking shap e 
along tee route of the CTRL 
between St Phneras and tee 
Kent coast, in tee East Thames 
Corridor. It was Heseltine’s 
(and Hall’s) vision of bow the 
arrival of a hi^-speed rail link 
from the Continent could be 
exploited to revive that huge 
swathe of land, from Loud^'s 
East End to decaying seaside 
resorts such as Margate and 
' Rami^te, that has bera in tee 
doldrums for the p^ 30 or 40 
year^ According to Hall, the 
realisatioa of th& plan shows 
that it is 'a mistake to think 
new town type developments 
are a thing of tee past. 

*Tf youlook at the suff ifaatb 
goingon inTbameride, Kent hs 
realty remarkable. Bote the 


county council and the kxal 
Daitford council are very pro- 
development in that area and 
thqr have revived the develop- 
ment plaiL They’ve even talKn 
substantial land out of the 


eceen belt, the sacred cow of Bi^asi^ 
tee British planning system, maybe^i 
There win be fights even down isfiurfoiy 
there -all tee tree nsqsle and one. ’lfyoadon’tptovideade- 
the tunndpeoide will come out quatety, .tezpa^'a coheeait 
of the trees and into the tun- iegipaalnlah,lteinkthere«te 
nels. But in |;eneial in Thames gpmg to be two consenuenoe^ 
Gate^. vnthin tee corridor, Yon’flgBtatotfrfdevcuminete 
there isn't that opporition.” anyway, but it wfli be for fin 
The idea that urban pJannfog worse than if you’d done it 

is no longer porable mopeity. 'ttnt.'U get 

:inBriiain.teatitisa' SS5S5SS' - fights going otr 

thing of^ tec past, ^ m |,s^ ewciywhere. 
dates from tee mid- ihSII mg releases of land. 

Eighties: tee fact speed rail pr^bty in tee 
teat Mrs Thatcher iSnlr ivSIl pfoce^ wt 

wanted to get rid of IlillC Will wcDrdb^ to trans- 

planning was trans- rcviVR 

lated into the public 
perc^tioQ teat she SWatlieS 
had in foct done so. a# lAnila 
Hiis 'imptession has ® " wOU 7 

been heightened by mSSSS 

tee apparent anar- 
chy of developments sash as the teal vi 
Cuaty Whan in London’s tneomep 
Docklands, whiefa sprang up 00 dratonw 
her wBtdi. the maib 

But. as Hall tells it, to^vete 
Thatcher’s trusty nose for sur- what the 


which acqtnxesa B8^ 
auteoritariuBsm' (Bra 
st^ put! dcm*i dnvel) v&an 
aityooe tries fojput k info tfii^ 
on one pomt, Ifofi is dtne 
herwerar iaapeifect-a plamied 
solution to the -problem of ' 

may be»it be for more sas;|||^. 

isfiictoiy -than an unplaiined 


6 A high 
speed rail 
link wni 
revive 
swathes 
of land 9 


port, and it will be 
for worse ]^ evety>' 


nes erne than if yon bad 

»*•’ 

S5 isthatifyouTelease. 

tee land top slowty, 
the teal victimswill be the lo^ 
income people, vriio axe dqieii- 
deston soc^ houslngrbecmise 
the maitet will ahvmopuite.' 

to^ve tee people mtemtrfMy.jli 

what th^ want The social ] 


vival caused her to backtrack bousing pzovidexs won't be iw 
.from her ambition to abolish to get the land they ne^^ 
planning, when she realised buwl tee social bousinf^H^ 
teat to do so would be elec- will be in the worst pgfi”a 
totally rislty. ‘Althougfa Maggie locations: crammed on meshr 
Thatcher would undoubted iaioiiiatedland,badtyli6ck^ 
halve liked to shut tee fanning next to iKUty railways or xowfi^r 


^etem down, and almost said Utc^anism may be beyond 
so, she never succeeded. Plan- us these days, jad^ as.we.mb' 
nii^, as a negative device. But we can still reeogmie 
white it has abvaw realty been dyRoplas like t^ vteen they 
in maxty areas - defending tee appear on the harimn. 1^.' 
rural acres - was actually quesdon is whether sovexw^- 
aUowed to survive because meat will have the .vis^aqjib> 
trying to dismantle that resolution to take s^is to 
protection would have- them. 



AH at sea with the feel-safe fector 


Y neteer or not 
l/W f^hael Howard 
r r ever gets the power 
to place bugs on unwitting 
people, we now know that 
unauthorised bugging of 
suspidous people ah^dy 
takm place. 

I can actually give you an 
eseample. 

For the past few weeks a 
bugging devioe has been 
placed ejqierimeatally in 
h^hael Howard’s omce at 
tee Horae Office. Nteody 
knew it was there except, of 
course, im mole who put it 
there in the first piace. 

Judge forrauiself wfaetber 
it was a wortewhfle 
eq>eriment from tbese 
extracts from, conveesatioos . 
on tee tape, chosen cazefulty 
at random by me. 

TAPE EXTRACT ONE 
Mole: Ibsting, testing, testing. 
One two three.,.. Prison 
woiicsl Put everyone behind 
baisf Hang tee cost! And 
hang everyone else as well! 
Right, let’s see if teat's 
working .., 

Playhadc Prison wo^! Put 
everyone behind baisl Hang 
tee cost!.... 

Mole: Perfect 
tape EXTRACT TWO 
la Aide: Vlteac’s this meeting 
going to be all about? 
2ndAtde: Search me. He 
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can’t be aimouncing more 
prisons, can he? There’s 
nowhere left fo put them. 
la Aide: Oh, come on - 
Howard can always think of 
somewhere else to put more 
prisoners. On floating bulks, 

m old boUdsty camps 

2nd Aide: Underground at 
Eoad-buikUng protests 
la Aide: What is this mania 
he has to put evecyooe 
behind bars? Hold on - here 
he comes 

Howard: Right, gentlemeo, 
vriteout furteer ado let’s get 
down to busmess. And we 
only have one piece of 
business in front of us. 
Winning tee election] 
la Aide With tee best wiU to 
world, sfr, it is no part of 
a civ2 servant’s brief to help 
win an election. 

Howard; lb win tee election 
we have to make people feel 
they’re safe with ns. I call it 
tee feel-safe factor! And to 
do this we have to put 
various feel-safe factors imo 
operation, such as cracking 
down on iDegal imnugiants 
and keeping Myra Hmdley in 
jaH for ever. 

2nd Aide Isn’t there a 
danger teat this may turn 
people m her fovour, rir? 

Do ’pet^le really think 
if tee is let out now, she fr 
going fo roam the 



Miles 

Kington 

countxyside IdUing people? 1 
mean, not even OJ Simpson 
has reoffended .... 

Howard: Are you Htaagfeeing 
with me ? 

2nd Aide: No. rir. Merely 
pointing out 

Howard: And rhmg, 

Jf we can pin-point a public 
enemy for pe^le to hate, 
that ^ alw bfing peode on 
our ride. I want ran to md ^ 
out wl^ in tee 1^ yeaTrbas. 
committed the most offences' 
in British courts. And name . 
him-publicty. 
la Aide 

Howard: Do it, you 
lecalcitnmt basuirds! 

Sound of slammir^ door. 

1st Aide '\^U. I don't know .. 
about but I teoo^t he > 


was in an unusually good 
mood today. 

TAPE EXTTtACr THREE 
Only the two aides are present 
laj^de: WelL tee Myra 
Hindley announcement 
hasn’t materially altered tee 
opinioD polls. 

2nd Aide John 
la Aide: Yes ? 

2nd Aide Has it ever 
occurred to you teat Myra 
Hindley and Michael 
Howard have the same 
initials? 

la Aide No. But wiry should 
teat 

2nd Aide Well, tee Home 
Secretary seems to have a bit 
of un obsession with her. I 
jist wondered if m some 
strange way he identified 
with her. in a Dr and 
Mr Hyde sort of way. Hie 
dark side of the moon ... tee 
evil ride of his own 
.. In their own ways, Hindley 
and Howard have tried to 
put away as many people as 
■po^le... 

la Aide: Are you gnina’ 
round the bend ? 

2rMAi^ Ma^. Sometimes 
I think IVe been here too 
long .... 

tape extract four 

Howard: Wefl, any progress' 
on tee oaraing of tee worst 
offender of the year ? - 
1st Aide "Yes, sir. We ran a 


search on the namerii^ty - 
most criodsed by the courts .. 
and ... wdl, bad hi^ sir. It’s 
you, sir. 

^otMonir ME? • - . v 
2nd Aide: Yes, sic. ^ 
Apparentty you have been ' . 
more ruled out ^ order and V 
in contempt of the.law than.': 
anyone elre this past year. 
la Aide Shall we pur out a 
pres reltete to tbaz efifeci? 
Howard: No, no Just make ^ 
the atwiftfiw/sMutH t that I am a 
buying lots of floating 
prisoas. 

jfA/4idle.‘ YeSarir. • 
Inddentalty, wity.are we 
doingthis?.. 

HoMunt Because I wans to - ' 
win tec next eiection and I ' 
don’t want posoners voting 
againstns. 

2ndA&k:Buii.ar,.pnsooetS: . 
don’t have tee vote aityway. - 
Tm takiog no 

chances! rmputt^ ^ the. 
likety Labourvotecs in-off- j 
shore prfoons soifou I 

Aeirreadettuif rigM to vole in- 
Britain as wsSTNow, move! - 
Slammbtgafdoon 
laMde'T^Vnitlidoyoa ; 
s^totbat? ■ r- 

RoU'Oo thc ■ . 
election, Isay. 

Mon tt^edn^'soon, . 
ualessanirdnncSondaeeidf-- 
cmn^mtHe. 
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the commentators 


A dangerous 
game to plag/^ with 
Scotland’s fiiture 


s 


t ei^ien DoireU }«stenlay 
threw away the t^ti ririanc’ ’ 
election ruJe-CK)oL By 


even implying that a future Tbiy 
gevenzmeot might repeal leg& 
lation senine up a Scottish 
hament, he has set a dangerous 
precedent for his party. 

Rrst,- he may have given him- 
self a Izfelo^ reputadon for 
Anglo.«entric arrogance by 
threatening to overturn the 
w^es of the Scouisb people as 
expressed hi a hitnre refeim- 
dum. Second, he sacrificed one 
of the main advantages of 
incumbency by being diawn into 
discusrion of how the Tories 
would behave in the suppos^ly 
' nnmendonabJe event of a 
Labour viebny. 

But third, and potentially 
most nerve-racking of all, he 
exposed bis colleagues to an 
aloKiA limidess secies ctf si^ple- 
meniaiy (piesdcms between now 
and poUing'day: v4iat else are 
they planning to un^cb when 
they return after a putative 
Labour term in office? Scrap the 
mhiinniTn wage? Remove the 
European Convention ' of. 

Human Rj^fsimm R ritfcfi lamff 

Hand bach the windfall tax? 

Restore heredhaiy peers to the 
House of Lords? 

Given that Mr DorreH has 
^yed, 1^ way of an interview 
in The Scotsman, into this per- 
ilous lerritoiy, and gtven that 
this ferociously ambitious polit- 
ician & not in fad an idiot, it's 
worth asidog wlqr he did iL & 
suspicious of the term “gaffe'*. 

It is part of the small change of 
parQr politics. But it frequently 
describes something more 
revealing, and certaiSy more, 
interesting, than mere error. 

Gaffes are sometimes more premedhated 
than they look; and even the most seiioiis ones 
nsually happen for a reason. The reason why 
Mr Doirell took the risk he did, however 
unsuccessfully, lies in an ineritable inconas- 
tensy, at the heart of the Government's 
.^qiprpach to the issue of devolution. 

For minist^ have relei^lessty apw- 
afyptic about the ontcome of a Scottish Pariia- 
ment Almost id passing; John Major said at 
bis press conference on 7 January that devo- 
-In lion would hafie “lit a fase^'totan mdepeor 
dent Scotland and adirect copflici; between the 
Edinbuigjh parliament and Wastxmnster. But 
h/ix Dorrell, now appointed Mr Major’s 
witchfinder-generai on the Constitution, has 
•hinted at even darker consequences. 

' In a speech to the Centre for Bolky Stud- 
ies in November, Mr Dorrell preceded a long 
passage, on devohiaoa by ivfisiTmg porten- 
tously to the ‘Sloodstainra pag^ cn histo^ 
and saymg that “the last time the ^tish 
resorted to the use of force to resolve their 
domestic political differences was neaify 250 
years ago ... It is precise^ their record on con- 
tinuous evolutionary change whidi is now 
under direat from Labour’s wide-ranging 
series of half-ba^ ideas for the constitutitm.” 
In his Scotsman inte r view, Mr Doirell’s only 
qualification of rhte was to admit that devolu- 
tion “need” sot lead to civfl nniest. Bat you 
can still script the scaiemongering party polit- 
ical broadcast now. 

Cue Edinboigh, circa 200L Ihe Labour 
Party in Scotland, paying the price for the Blair 
govenunent's de^ impopolarity, has been 
heavily defe-ateri in mid-tezm elections to the 
Scottish pa ri iamentandare^ttbeSNPisnow 

the biggest an^e party. Reinforced by a small 
group of rebel Labour M^ it has secured a 
vote in favour of independence in an Edin- 
burg Parliament which is now m direct coUi- 
tionwiih the Blair government’s iDsistence that 
under the terms of the 1998 Scotland A^' 
Westminster remmits sovereign and Edin- 
burgh has no powers to declare UDL There 
is clever footage of Belffadestyie demon- 
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Itdo^*t 
hdpthe 
Tory case 
to suggest 
what is 
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implausible: 
thata 

future Tory 
govenunent 
would scr^ 
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parliament 


stratfons in the Royal Mile. Wh 
see En|l^ students at Sctniish 
universities hamx^ their rooms 
ransacked by ai^ mobs. There 

have been bimdreds of arrests 
and British troops have b een 
called in to help the police to 
enforce order. Headlines in the 
normally sober Scotsman anrf 
The Herald are predicting dvil 
.war. 

But there is a protdem f «- 

those panning the m^nmare 
scenario, beside the obvious 
poim that Scotland has not 
Ecsoned 10 dril tfisoider during 
18 years of having legislation 
imposed upon it by a govem- 
_ment it never voted for. Which 
is that the Scooish Secreiaiy 
Michael R>r^th last year admit- 
ted, with commendable hon- 
es^, that it was “fanla^ to 
imagine that a future Cororv- 
ative government could turn 
tile “omelette” of a taz-raisu^ 
SetMtish assembly *liack int o 
eggs”, fo other wnds. the Ibtite 
would not dream of repealing a 
Scottish pariiamenL And, of 
course, i^, if any. Scotth^ 
Ibries think otherwise. 

Ian Lang, who is even doser 
than Mr Dorrell to Mr Major, 
took exaetty the same view - in 
private - vmen be was Scottish 
Secnstaiy. And tim was bribre 
Labour committed itself to the 
referendum which now makes 
repeal politically impossible, at 
the very least without another 
refereudtun. And undeistand- 
ably so. One of the reasons 
that, back in the Seventies, Mr 
Forsyth and Mr Lang both' 
stzDoj^ believed m a devolved 
assembly was predsety that it 
could be a vemde for a Tbiy 
reviva] in Scotiand-a country, 
afier ^ in whiefa as recently as the Fifties a 
mqor%ofMI^were CpnserWtive. And ttet, 
as they both know very weD, stiff applies. 

So that was the problem (one that he him- 
self had played his part in creatmg) that Dor- 
rell w^ perhaps subconsdously, nyhig to 
solve: if the Scottish pariiament is so cata- 
strophic, wtiy are the Ibiies plotted to keqi 
it in being? 

AndJi’s^y,insteadofwamingthatdevo- 
hicfon would lead iheviiably to a reduced num- 
ber.crfScoiti^ MPsat-Wesumnster, or reduced 
pCT funding, or whatever, be chose to 
hint at repeaLBut in doing sohe not onl^ held 
out wbai on any senable eaqiectations must be 
ahighly uidikefy prospect, fo pm it polity 
cut (Erectly across the skilful act that Mr 
Foisytii has been nmnihg in Scotland, incon- 
tistency or not: devedution ^ be a disaster 
aiKt wnailk more, you'll be stuej: with iL Indeed 
one danger for thelbries about Mr Dorrell’s 
remaiks to The Sc^sman b that th^ may, if 
anytiiii^ make anti-devolinioiusts feel rafer 
about voting l.abour. After all, if it aU goes 
uTong, that nice Ei^lish Mr Dorrell win come 
badr and so^ ft. 

Labour’s devolution {dans lemain open to 
debate; the West Lothian question - namely, 
vritetiier ft would be justifi^e to ke^ a db- 
proportionately high number of Scottish Mft 
m Wteoninster votmg on Endish-oiily le^ 
lation, when English Mft womd no longer be 
voting on similai Scottish legislation - lum’t 
itself been answered by Tbzy Blair’s senable 
decidon to promise a referendum. There win 
be continuing disagreement over whether the 
Scottish Fariftunent will cement the Union or 
bring md^ndeDce dosd*- as, for their 
different reasons, Alex Salmond, the 
leader, and John Major both dito. But it 
doesn’t help the Tbty case to suggest what is 
patent^ implausible, that a future Ibiy gov- 
ernment would scrap a Scottish parlftmeuL 
The sendble course for Mr Mqor would be to 
stand Mr Dorrell down and lem the Labour 
hashing , at least as far as Home Rule is cod- 
cejneeCto hfichael For^^ 


Polished poetry and 
glittering prizes 


by Ruth Padel 


ICICLES Round a Tree In Dumfriesshire 

We’ie tslInDg difteiunt registers of vulnenbility here. 

These ietdes aren't goa^ to last for ever 
soqieDded in the ultraviolet of a Dumfries suil 

But here they hang, a froaen whizlim of Itettning, 
and tte fsttuits scuipftir 1 think of SiNev^ 
at work m tbe ochre moonsneep of a painted desert. 

who scrambles the world with his tripod for strangeness 
au naturrl, got sunset to fill them. 

Can't be comfartdrie, 

a doidile helix of opalescent fire 
stalactjting round your bark down string 
on Miich a sculptor qrired 

and welded iddes. wortung all day 
for that Mesapoiamian niagfc 
of last light before the dark. 

«wffu<ing 

.a SDSpeiided heller-skeherwith horizontal in's. 
tDruing iito a misi-carousel from the House 'of Diamond, 

a qiiral of Pepsodent, darkeniim to the blue sfaadowfrost 
of cedars at the Great Gale of luev. 

Wlqr it makes me Ibmfc of opening the door to you 

1 can't imapiie. 

No one could be less of an idcle. 

But there it is - havix^ put me down in feh-tip 

in the isystieal ippointmeni book, 


I tilted, when I open up^ 

like coming in's another country, 
a country you want but hm to ^t used to, 
hot from your !»/ mosqud 

makmgsure 

that mat you found before's stiD here: 
a spiral oftoudi Mwd go, Kgiuiitng 

lielmg a tree, casting itself as Aretha Franklin 

arnghig “You make me feel 

Hke a natnral woman* in basso profondo 

and firing the bark with its otbeiworld ice 
the wiw you fire, liftmg me off iiQF own floor. 
q)ticBd rotmd your trunk as that tree gyres 

up at .an angle inside the ligbtwmfc 
ro()ts m dm onu^ arid tilveT of Dumfries. 

Now Fm the li ghtning now you, you are, 

when you pour yourself round me 
entir^. No iriio’s dedogwbat and to who, 

Jusia taogleof qriral and tree. 

You mi^twooder 

about sooljmjrs who coine all this way 
for a dung that w«mT last 

You know how It is: you fever a day, a whole life. 

Then the light’s you walk away 
. M foe Callow^ Paradi^ Hotel 

Pine 4 o^ cutlery, duuopagoe - OK, 
but foe important foumwas makpm iL 
Hows, and yon (km*! how ftlj be. 

liben something Ifte arrives last moment. 

at ^peed redomed only by horizons: 

completing, snipriangmtb its three hundred thousand 

latometies per second. 

Still, even l^tning has its momenis of panic. 

You don't get iciedes catdiing the midwmter sun 

in a perfect dmible helix in Dumfriesshire every day. 

And can they be good 

for each other, li^tning and tree? 

It’d make anyone, wouldn't it, afraid? 

That Towan’d like to sle^ and wake up in your anus 
but^ scared of getting burnt. 

And the lightning miAt ask, touching wood, 

'"Whatdoyouwainwine - 

now we're in the same atomic chiun?” 

What can the tree say? “Berne the centre of ail 
that you are toyouxs^ thafa be OK 



Phoiogn^: trom Wood' by Andy Golds wtritiy iVAino. MO) 


Being 07 own bo^s fine 

but it needs yours to stay that way." 

No (me ccMild live for ever in a suqiended 
gleam-on-the-edge, as if sl^ might tear ai^ minute. 

Or not for ever for long. Those idcles 

won't be s urpri se asN more. The string blew away. 

Glamour left that hul in Dumfries. 

Tim scu^OT went off with his blade equipmeiiL 
•Adzes, t^e, leather gloves. What’s left u a photo 
of a complete^ solitary sight 

in a book aiiyoDe can opeiL And whether your 
touch at the door gets forgoaen 
or turned into other light, form, 

I hope youH be truthfbl to me. 

At least as tnuhfo] 

as Ughtnmg^ Ainning g tree. 


P oets are nunor carni- 
vores. preyiag nn 
their own (and exeiy- 
bo^ else's) \iilncr^ 
biliiy. 'VUZncrabtb'i^- is 
poetry's stock-in-trade. Now a 
poem about it bas won me first 
in the National Poetry 
Competition: an unvulnerable- 
k)(ddng£4,00Q, ImJf of it tax-free. 
(Only halt because I entered 
myself. If my publisher had 
done it it would be all tax-free). 

^ircL ItV not what poems 
usually do. You work away 
obsessn’cly several d^'s then 
tinker over weeks, alternately 
thinkiim “Tliis is great” 
a mess*^ Then suddenly it does- 
n’t want you any morel When a 
poem wins something you look 
at its words (I now kn^) with 
a new 1 ^. They' take up the 
same space on a microchip, but 
how much is each worth? I 
tried to work ft out but got di:^'. 
If 1 had cut a word, would the 
ones left be worth more? 

Poems don't get that sort of 
money. They gel a hit, never 
commensurate with work done 
on ihem: £25 plus a pneiiy 
magazine: £UWirom a nuiiona) 
newspaper. Four thousand 
pounds IS incommensurate the 
other way. 

I nearly didn't send this 
poem in. It took a month after 
seeing Andy Goldsworthy's 
sculpture in The Indepcndcnum 
StwatK to beat iuio any shape. 


That happened the K'fore 
the deadline. Then it appalled 
me. nblkin^ Tws'! Wnaiever 
next? This is Tolkein going on 
Thiheme.) **^bu are a mess.” I 
told it. “You need six months' 
intensiw care.” 1 put it in n 
dnmvr. Iwo minutes later 1 
fished it out and sent it olY with 
the enirv fee, regretting £5 and 
u firM-cia&s stamp. 

The pricc-gKing at the Rviiy 
Society in Covem Garden last 
neck was a blur: uine flowing 
an hour ufrer things w<-*rc sujv 
posed to stop, a fairy-tale 
cheque in my jcaiLs, plus three 
black boxes roniaining a Mont 
Blanc pen and its entourage of 
inku-ell. etc. 1 shyly told Andrea 
fn'im Menu Blaiic that I asualiy 
write with a biro. (I didn't 
breathe computers'.! Oh. s'lie 
said with the charm of a duchess 


putting someone ut case with 
Bidlinger tw- calling for sloui. 
■‘We'll exchange it for a bito." 
But rii slick with tiic pen. 

*;-\M))d bearing ikiwn liard 
when writing.” saw its iastruc- 
tfoiis. 1 ciiul^'l p.irt with a pL*n 
that leUs me that. It hiLs i\ “spe- 
cial highly expresMw nib” and 
dcM-TilvK what you\v alw.iys 
w;micd to know, ‘‘ihe kleaJ wti'i- 
ing position”. The imsiical lin- 
ing iiiMrueiions include a drjv\- 
ingofan aemplanc. 'VMwavN fill 
vi'HU'pcn completely before tnn - 
elling by air.” Mi>nt Blanc, ,uni 
sec, kniiws ptx'ts write flighl- 
piK'ms under the influenee ol 
tree spirits, 

My |tcn luisu while nuungolJ 
jt Ilk* lipk is “dc.sgneJ ii > lit ti >nv 
lortably in the ItanJ” i.\iidre.i 
wusafntid ft might Ik* Uni big lor 
mine ) .ind “prinkle a lil'etimc 1 *1 
writing pleasure”. To men. 
appstrcnih' - the illustnitions 
have a man writing 10 hLs mate. 
Bob. abitul Strenuous chess 
prohlcnts. *1110 nib. “:ulomeil 
with intricate platinum inliiv”. 
has u “hundmt^* lip of iridium 
alkiy, rarer than gold and sig- 
niiicantly harder than ^fteel”. 

Wonderful. UlmJtTfuL But 
I'm worried 1 might start writ- 
ing like a man. “The poet 
Joachim RingeJnalz gaw this 
pen his ultimate trihuie". This 
phrase (echoes of Fanny Hill) 
means a four-line addna» to his 
awc-iaspiring tvKtl. 

My pen wunls to be polished 
with *a jeweller's cloth, an atten- 
tion you ctHild give word-s 
instead. 1 ahve^-s got C frv hand- 
writing and have never had a 
mature relationship with iuiv 
ink-filled object. Fm not their 
type, 1 suppose Fll leum. IVe 
had it five days now hut hud t(K> 
much work (on a hiptop) to 
begin with proper awv. One 
day. ni fill ft 

A reol pen. first prize out of 
7,000 anonymous poems, 
money to fill your overdraft -> 
this is what people dream of 
when they try an Aix’Dii ptwiiy 
course or a worKshop listed in 
the pages of Poetry Limdtm 
Newsletter. (Catch the launch- 
raiding fur the next issue, on 27 
February, in London's most 
spixtkity'glamorous venue, the 
Old bperuting Theatre.) 
“You’ll have to write diffcrenlK 
now.” sixys CYitls Meade, help- 
ing me liH)k at my pen. 

Oiiis runs the’ roeiry Soci- 
ety, ils crimson basement, the 
B.K*tiy Map «.)n the Internet, the 
award-winning PiK'try Cafe. 
Well Chris, titanks fo’r tivo* 
thing. WTien 1 write now 1 
promise Fll try out recom- 
mended positions, and rmt bear 
down ttxi hard. 


F!ai=a'pr to finci servants than entrepreneurs 

The first of a new series (Jispdling the economic nostrums on offer from the political parties 



I t is the Government’s fewu rite 

mantra, one of the most irritating 
and empty pbra^ ever coined by 
a speech writer. “Britain is tbe ^ter- 
prise Centre for Europe." Not only does 
It sound like an over-literal, tzansl^^ 

from a foreign language, a phrase from 

one of those glossy promqtiop^ 
brochures that overseas tounsi boards 
to hand out It is also untrue, 
this condurion docs perhaps 
involve loading the phrasc in qu^tion 
with more measiog tban it can bear. 
Does ft. mean that Britain has more 
entrepreneurs than anywhere else- in 
Europe? Or that entrepreneurs mm 
around Europe like to take their holi- 


alkftni*' 


, b tonr 

i '. ;■ . M tb'' ^ 




te 



days here? 

ThismJg.^ - 
repetition of the 


jealfbut ministers’ 
repeuuon 01 uic »»irase sug^ that 
tiiey want it to sisiify ^ 
rmportant. It indreates a belief that ^ 
British economy i® more successful 
than most becnuy of its entrepreneur 
Unfortunately 

evidence that this is so. „ . . 

The rate at whidi smafl btam«se 
start up looks inmressive, but their faij- 
UTB rates atawsi as high.^t 

companies grow up mto ^ones. Jam 

,«ri£Aam’ehcaJ[zicwa and most 


01 some Ol tsmam 5 -“-r **' 7 ' 

^ successful entrepreneurs. Anita 
« Roddick’s Body Shop ts one of them. 

■ More than 20 wars old now, its only ite 

302nd big^ company listed on the 


jimisoD iims Virgin, 
the biggest private companies m the 


UK, and one of the best-known inte- 
nationally. There is no doubt that it is 
one of Britain’s biggest entrepreneur- 
ial successes- But the airline >firgio 
Afiantfe nfokes np most of the buririess 
and acooimts for most of the profit. Hie 
more exdting and innovative 
. burinesses are tn^. 

Tlie recent hu^ imeniational suc- 
cesses mig^t not be Cootihental, but 
ib^ are not Bri^ dther. The g^ts 
of enterprise, such as' America’s 
Miciosoft and Netscape, or Gei^tech 
and Amgen, completely outdiine. the 
small Britirii tnlmolosy.finns. 

• Research by Warwick Univez^s 
Centre for Small and Medium Snira 
Enterprises shows that in a sfe-year 
period the number of new businesses 
that survived amounted to only 1 per 
cent of the total number of all comjra- 
nies. This puts Britain behind Austria, 
Rfti mm, Gennany, Ireland, the 
Netherlands and Switzerland as an 
enterprise cenize. 

That leaveg, gg foe most solid footing 
for the Gciveniment^ claim, the notion 
that ovezs^ investors like to build their 
factories tn thtc country rather than on 

the Contment. friward investment in the 
tTK h* s b eff p r unning at record 

levels. One ca^ however we have to 
^oss over the feet that ouward ievestp 
wi CTt by Bwriah companfes has also' 
readied a record levS, with the UK 
znvKtii^ twice, as much abroad as 
abroad K investing here. 

.'Hie UE's-suocess in attracting ftir- 



by Diane Coyle 



investors also relies on the lure of 
labour that is cheap for its level of pro- 
ductivity and ridlL Others can play the 
same game, with Ireland and Spam 
inside the EU and the Czech Republic 
and ^land on Germany’s eastern bor- 
der offering stiff competition on tbe 
same territory. 

fieades, to focus on tbe activities of 
foreign mamidfecturers ^ves an entirely 
mideariing impressioo of the force 
drhdng the Bri^ economy. Britain is 
Europe’s domestic service capitaL 

Yes, servants. When it comes to 
domestfe staf^ the UK has bera creat- 
ing jobs film nobody’s business. Fallen 
Qty star Nicola Horlkk is not alone in 
employing nannies and cleaneis. 
According to offidal statistics, domes- 
tic service bas been the festest-growing 
sector of the economy since tbe trough 
of the recession five'yeais ago, by 
more than a third m terns of activi^. 
This puts it ahead of various other 
rapidly crowding and possibly entre- 
preneurial indusu^ su^ as air uans- 
port, compute sendees and tele- 
communications 

What's more, experts predict it will 
continue to be the fosiest-growing area 
of emplo^enL Warwick Univeiaty’s 
Institute for Empic^ent Research 
predicted recently that the main areas 
of enmloyment growth between now 
and 2001 will be profesrional occupa- 
tions and administratioh 00 the one 
hand, and ‘’personal and protective ser- 
vices” on the other. 


This latter categoiy is a mixed bag of 
jobs vriiich inclu^ domestic scrx'icc. 
but also carets, private security guards 
and people serving fast food. It is the 
MeJobs bit of the economy, with much 
0 & the wcHit part-time or temponuy. and 
almost ail of it low-paid. 

There are alreacb' more cmplcnires in 
this categoiy, at 175 million out ol a 
workforce of nearly 26 million, than in 
the professions, wdrl^g in factories or 
worl^ as mletspcople. The report 
predicts ll»t empio\7nent in personal 
services gnm' 1^ more than 4 per 
cent a year compared with dvdinuig 
emplqymeai in a majurity of the other 
occupational categories.* 

A^rdmg to Rob Wilson, editor of 
tbe W^'ick UnK’crsitv studv’, one 
explanation for the tremf is the ^rtk- 
mg importance of manufricturing, w hk'b 
now nukes up less than a quarter of the 
economy in this country. That means 
that whate\'er new j<^ there arc he 

in the service industries. Bui uithin ser- 
vices, he says, “the work is oigan- 
ised bat! t^ed to poJazise beiwvcn 
occupations requiring hitter qualifica- 
tions and uuskflled jobs” 

Britain’s increaringb* Upstairs, Dtmv- 
stairs economy could pose real social 
problems. As Dr WIson points out, an 
increaring number of households arc 
exiting on ve^ low pay. The UK hu.s 
already seen since 19W the bi^csi rise 
in earnings inequali^ in the mdusiri- 
alised world, nuUdng it tiu: undiluted 
inequality centre for Europe. 
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National Express is preferred bidder for ScotRail &anchii| 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent • 

Nauoaaf E.'cprcss, the coach 
and rail group, was announced 
\-cslerday as the preferred bid- 
der for ScotRaiL, which runs 
trains north of the border. 

The decision marks the end 
of (he franchising process after 
a ^3urt of acUvit}' m January saw 
four franchises sold off in one 
day. Civil servants admit that 
the impending election has 


forced the pace of the sell-o£ 

The only remaining fran- 
chise in public hands is Re- 
^onal Railways Central, which 
luns services to East 

Anglia. Managers from First 
Bus and National E:qjress were 
meeting last ni^t to present 
their final bids. A decision is 
imminenL 

ScotraiTs service will be heav- 
ily regulated by the Stiathcljrde 
f*assenger Transit Autboriiy, 
which is expect^ to rubber- 


stamp the decision a week on 
Friday. 

National Express beat off 
rivals Stagecoach, the bus and 
rail group, JVian, the quoted 
train company, a managonent 
buy-ODt bid arid a consortiom in- 
cluding Go Ahead bus grotq>. 

Scotrail presented civil ser- 
vants with, 'many problems. 
Stagecoach was thou^t to 
stand little diancB after ofBdals 
announced it would be referred 
to the Monopolies and M^- 


eis Commisskm if it won. Al- 
thongh the bus company bas a 
20 per cent share of the Scot- 
lisb bus market, Brian Souter, 
the company’s executive chair- 
man, said his company would 
not have bid if there had been 
insurmotmtable problems. 

The Scottish rail service gen- 
erates more than £l 10m in tick- 
et sales, but also requites a 
substandal siftsidy of more than 
£240m ~ mo^ to keep its ‘‘so- 
cially necessary*' routes gomg. 


ScotRaO conld have proved 
politically difficult to sell as 
councillocs were inidaDy op- 
posed to the sale. However, 
Patrick Hetberington, the 
Opraf nfiWal h andling the sale, 
u> talk TOund most of 
the sme's opponents. 

Labour-controlled Strath- 
clyde PIA was also inscrnctcd 
by {nrty ofSdals not to d^’ the 
letting of the franchise. The 
par^ leadership was ooncemed 
that having a smgle train oper- 


ating coomany in the ^blic 
sector could becoine a poihkal 
embarrassment after a Labour 
victory. 

National Equess has already 


to its Midland Mainline ser- 
vices canying passengers firom 

London to l^eds with innova- 
tive new fates and is now one 
of the largfsst groups controUing 
Britahi*s railways. 

tocRait, which is the 
oompasys finath franchise, the 


company's rail team wfii have 

semorinaiHS^ 

senger revenue stream of £3(Xkn. 

The group has ambitious 
plans for Sdoim , ibdudmg new 
rolling stock and a reftirblsb- 
ment programme. Thcomnpa- 
1^ is also coosideihig bundiiig 
a new station at South Dalget^. 
in Fife and iookmg at plans for 
an airport link Gla^ow 
aiipoiT ib the centre. 

^tRail will |vove a difEcult 
railway to run. Almost half its 


revenue co mg ftom the ifeitS' 
dyde area, where tfckdprictt 
are bise^odnoroOed byte 
senger txaaspQrt^Butbortty. V 
However, a hi^ freq^KSfy 
sennoebetwwm y y mhiu i ^aiB ' 
Glasgow-oouklatiQraci^^ ; 
gets%txn the c e ntges M aw;. 
toiway that hids tin two diii^ 
. The leisure market, aodytt 
predict, wilt be another 
centre. SccuRdl nuis the 
William steeper service- 
mai^ of the mghbmd KNiteu!. 


Bank increases pressure 
on Clarke with renewed 
demand to raise rate 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The Bank of England is poised 
to raise the stal^ in its clash 
with Kenneth Clarke with a 
renewed demand, in hs Inflation 
Report tomorrow, for interest 
rates to rise. But the Chancellor 
is now widely e.xpected to put 
politics first and a\'oid increas- 
ing borrowing and mortgage 
costs before the election. 

Treasury officials admit pri- 
vately that the Chancellor bas 
not paid any attention to their 
internal advice for some weeks. 
“We don't know ourselves vriiat 
he's going to say when he goes 
into the'momhly meetings." 
said one. 

Some Treasury officials, like 
the Bank of England, believe 
that toe strengto ^ the econo^ 
means base rates ought to rise 
to keep inflation on course for 
its target in the longer term. 

One Treasury adv^r, "wise 
person’* Tim Congdon of Lom- 
bard Street Research, went 
further yesterday. In a report to 
clients be wrote: "British mon- 
etary policy is deviant and 
irte^ntiblc. just as it bas been 


Core producer output prices 
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on so many occasions in the 
past It wflJ lead over the medi- 
um term to hi^er inflation." 

However, recent weakness 
in some of the monthly eco- 
nomic statistics has gjvea Mr 
Clarke plen^ of ammunitioii. 
The Chancellor could not con- 
ceal his delight at figures 
yesterday shenring that inflation 
at the factory gate bad fallen to 
its lowest for a generation. 

"As 1 was driv^ to work this 
morning toe producer price 
data were released, which were 
staggeringly low," the Chancel- 
lor said. In a speech yesterday 


he said economic prospects 
were the best in IMng memory. 

Mr Clarke said the recovery 
had reached all r^ems, vtoich 
meant it could be sustained for 
longer. “It means the economy 
can sostain hi^er levels of 
activ!^ without nmning into 
inflationary buffers,’' he said. 

There was additional stq^Knt 
yesterday for Us dedrion not to 
increase interest rates after last 
week's moneiaiy meeting from 
a smvey of hi^ street retafleis. 
This showed that retafl sales 
growth picked up last month 
after a weak December but 


G7 view of exchange 
rates boosts dollar 


The dollar gain ed ground after 
an early dip yesterday as 
finandal markets absorb^ the 
raeaniog of the weekend's 
communique on exdiai^ rates 
from the Group of Seven (G7) 
indostrial countries, HTz/es 
Diane Cinie. 

An upbeat annual report ou 
tbe economy from the White 
House’s Connell of Economic 
Advisers confirmed the marir>» 
sentiment that tiie underiying 
state of the IIS economy war- 
rants a strong dollar. 

The G7 statement said ‘‘ma- 
jor misalignments" in ex- 
change rates the ministers bad 
decided to tackle in i^ril 1995 
had been corrected. This was 
seen as a s^nal that they would 
be unhappy if the dollar 
strengthened very much further 


against tbe yen and mark, bat 
equally were not about to In- 
tervene in tbe Sorugn 
markets. 

The view toot tbe doDsris re- 
cent appreciation reflects eco- 
nomic fundamentals was 
boosted by yesterday’s Eco- 
DO^ Report of the Ift^Ment, 
whkii saw no sign of recession 
on the horizon. “Tlieiw is no 
foreseeable reason why this 
es|>ansion can not continue,*' it 
said. 

The tone of the report, issued 
each Febnuiy^ was extremely 
optimistic ability of tbe 
economy to sustain low unem- 
ployment and low inflation is 
the best h has been in years," 
it said, glaiming (hat rate 
of ouempluyment below tAkfa 
wa^ and prices would start to 


pick up had follcn and ooold 
decline fnitbec 

US unempkiymcnt has been 
bdow 6 per cent, the rate which 
economists used to think 
marked the start tbe in- 
flationary darker zone, for 
mote than two years. Tbe Coun- 
cil of Eoonoauc Advisers is in 
good company h> its view that 
the socalled *naturar or“noD- 
accelcrating inflation" rate of 
unemployment has Eallwr. 

The Conndl coodnded that 
the economy's potential growth 
rate is higher than tbe JL3 per 
cent avmage predicted for the 
next five years. ‘'The adminis- 
tration d^ not think that 2 J 
per cent real growth in the long 
term is the bmt tbe US can do. 
Ihe ootcome could be even 
better." 


remained below last summer's 
raj^paee. 

Tbe British Retail Consor- 
tium said the stroog pound 
meant tourists visitmg London 
were doing les flopping. Food 
and drink sales were weak but 
the sales peifbnnance in ocher 
areas was good. Andrew fEg- 
gmson, chainnan of the fil^s 
economic affairs committee, 
said: "The latest &ures point 
toahealth^pcmrefetheeam- 
omy as a v^e. The value of re- 
tail sales has now stabilised." 

Separately, offidai figures 
yesterday showed that the in- 
crease in "core" imees charged 

manufacturers was 0.6 per 
cent in the year to January, the 
lowest rate of inflation at tlu 
factory gate since 1967. Output 
prices rose 0 J per cent durtag 
the month before adjustmg for 
normal seasonal variations - a 
veiy subdued increase at the 
time of year when manu- 
factoreis usually throug^i 
increases in their list prices. 

A decline of 0.6 per cent in 
the prioc of raw mmm^ in Jan- 
uary, in large part due to the 
stimi^ of the pound, belied 
explainjbe extrmne^ good oot- 
pm priceinflatioo figores. Tha 
tookibem to alevel 62 percent 
lower than a year eadier. 

Analysts in tbe OQr said toe 
latest economic news bad vin- 
dicated Mr Garke in toe eyes 
of the financial markets. 

‘These figures were truly ex- 
cellent from toe QianceDor’s 
perspective, said David Omn, 
an economist at Kleinwort 
Benson. "The exchange rate is 
de^y having a beating on the 
economy." i 

Michael Dicks. UK eco- | 
nomist at investment bank 
Lehman Brothers, said: The 
Bank of England will have to 
make out toe case for luring 
toe rise in stezliog since its last 
Inflation Report It will not be 
as persuasive this tizne around." 

Altoough some City experts 
agree with toe Bank - and 
Treasuxy > view that base rates 
should go up now for tbe sake 
of toe longer-term inilation tar- 
get, most expect to see very 
favourable inSalion figures for 
toe next few months. “Short- 
term there is no reason to worp' 
about inflation," said Kevm 
OailingtoD at Hoare Goveu. 
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Andrew R^iu Thought to be keen to buy some of the Co-Op’s non-food interest s 

Lanica suspended amid 
muddle over Co-Op deal 


raises 
card war 
stakes 


I Potav RuclBecs 

I Finan^ &Btar : • ^ . 

Supermarket computitna- n. - ■ 

[ finandal servkafiS wassttf^ 
up yesterday ^en Sare^ 

■ laurwtoed a new interest-pmih^ 
pla^ -card. abbeuBt m ' 
miship with Abb^ Natitmalj 
The announcement azne-a^'^* 
SaintixBy'sixxifiimedtosAkhBd • 
received authoiimticm from toe -■ 
Bank of Ellwand to opetiue its / 
ptomikljomtvteitun^^ V 
of Sctmztd. Salisbury's Ba^ 
wS^ ^ be teimdied befom . 
toe ^ c^Mu^ will be 5S per 
cem cmrnedl^ the siqiermam 
group. 

&fewigr has stuck doser to 
the OMicept utod by lb$d3 wito . - 
its C3id> card, by putting ks . 
brand name on a c^ertt- . 

ed by an existing bank, rati^ 
than setting up its own bank, . 

Safeway said it hoped ii| '4. 
ABC bwius Bccnnit card Jr 

atoact new customer as weSte . 
buy toe loyally of atisting ones. 

Ian Mmnby, directorof bos- . 
in ess develcq>ment at Britain's 
third largest supermarket 




(hjiGiKknurh 


Wlgel Cope- : 

Tbe strange tale of LanicaThst, 
tbe dry investinent vebide. took 
a fresh twist yesterday when 
dealings m the coEopai]y's shares 
were suspended ahf^d of a 
planned ^^noaefa to iheCoOp- 
eiative movement about birring 
some of its ntm-ibod qMOtioos. 

The suspension followed 
volatile early trading in Lanica 
shares which saw the stock soar 
a fortoer3l3p before cteai^is 
were baited at l,95Dp. The 
surge was toe latest in a series 
of movements in toe shares 
which were tradingat just lli^ 
last September when 31-year- 
old entrepreDear Andrew Re- 
^ bou^ t a conlrofling stake. 

The Stock Exchange said it 
will be seeking further discus- 
rions with but bad not 

launched a full scale inquiiy. 

In a bizarre seqneoce of 
events tbe shares were sus- 
pended before Lanka bad held 
a single conversation with tbe 
Co-Op about a possibte£500m 
deal and befirre tbe Co-Op was 
even aware of the interest 


But after news of Lanica's in- 
teutions leaked over the week- 
end, the Cuerns^-re^teied 
group was forced into hsuing a 




. . . Ste On'Nnr.Dn-'Jte Fte 

statement to tbe Stock Ex- 
change yesterday. It said it had 
sent letters to toe chief execu- 
tives of both toe Co-Operative 
Retail Society and its larger 
sister, the Co-Operative Whoie- 
saJe Sode^ saymg it wished ‘to 
disaias tbe possible purchase of 
the certain DOD-food busmes of 
the sodeties". 

Lanica’s advisers said its ap- 


proach had received a “very 
courteous response". 

This view was at variance 
wkh a tersetyworded statemcaot 
from toe Q>Op which rejected 
Lanica's overtures outr^L It 
said: "The CWS has today writ- 
ten to its members giving them 
an assurance that toe CWS has 
not been in discussion with Mr 
Regan, does not have the details 
of ^at his aspirations are and 
bas no plans to di^^ of CWS 
businesses or assets to him or his 
investment company." 

The Co-Op said it bad re- 
ceived no contact from Mr Re- 


not even a telrobone call The 
first it [the CWS] ieamt of his im- 
pending appioadi was via a 
leaktoanew^peT,"iisadd. 

Mr Regan, tbe son of Spring 
RamefairfameutiveRogerRe- 
was prepaiiagibr a Dob'day 
in Itobados yesterday and was 
unavailable for comment How- 
ever, it is thougbt that be is keen 
to prepare a £500m deal that 
could see Lanica buy some of 
tbe Co-Op's non-food interests. 

ComineDt, page 21 


' foUow^atreiKltoracwe i^ 
financisi services- 
^ .T Qtink^we*re doing sonr- 
thing quite diffeieni fr^ Wfaat 
our competitors are doing. So 
I wouM say we'iwoot foUowh^ 
we're leacfing," be said. . ■ ■ 'ii 

Tbe Safeway account offers 
5 per cent pre-tax intecest pn 
balances of up to £600, Ois- 
tomeis will be able to use the 
-card at Safeway and airt of 
7DJ)00atOTesthat acc^t Visa's ' 
Etectron on-line debit card. 

Caxdbokleis will also colled 
points when shopping at Safe- 
way, with extra points niring toe 
first 12 weeks tbe account is 
open. 

The cards can be used leu 
withdraw cash from AMxw^'^ 
NationiA’s maefames aid 20,000 
others, and customers wiD have - 
access to.a 24-hour telephone 
bankiitg Kiyice. 

-Safew^ ssud a ran^ of oto- 
er fimmcial services would 
follow, utoidi could inclu^ a 
current sdcount with an over- 
draft and a credit ca^ 

Safeway is -working with 
Abb^ towards proyidng bankr 
ing within its stores, and other 
■financial services such as 
personal loans and housebdd ' 
msurance. ' ' . . jj 
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American and BA plan co-operation strategies 


Michael Harrison 

British Airways Ls examining 
nms 10 begin cxH>perating early 
wiih .American .Airlines even 
diough regulaioiy hurdles 'in the 
US and Europe are likely to 
hold up the formal launch of 
their iraasuUaniie alliance until 
late this >var. 

The came os BA cele- 
brated a decade in toe private 
secUYTwith record ihiiti-quaiter 
PFqGk and a special offer of 200 
return tickets on Concorde for 
just CIO. 

Among the options being 
considered h}' BA and Amen- 


can are to begin sharing fiaefli- 
ties at Heathrow and Ameri- 
can's US hubs and joint 
marketing initiatives. BA exec- 
utives said there were a num- 
ber of areas in which thqr could 
collaborate in advance of the al- 
liance being given anti-trust 
immuni^ the US authorities. 

They aim c y n as c d confi- 
dence that any link-up between 
American and toe Spanish flag- 
COT'er Iberia would not jeopar- 
dise the alliance. “Iberia would 
be a pretty odd bedfellw for us 
and doesn’t have tbe right hnage 
but we do not think Amertcaa 
would do anything that would 


create difficulties ftir our al- 
liance," one BA executive said. 

BA's code-riiare agreement 
with USAir expires at the end 
of March but BA and American 
are luflikely to ^t toe go-ahead 
to merge theur transatlantic 
services unto the autumn. The 
lizik-im is being examined by 
boto trc Eurcfiean CommisrioQ 
and the US Justice Dwart- 
ment and Department oflrans- 
portatioo. The European 
Competition Commissioner, 
Karel van Miert, has warned he 
may take Britain to the Euro- 
pean Court unless tou^ier con- 
dition are imposed on tbe deal 


Mr Miert is also con- 
testingB/briihttosdioffrun- 
slots as the price for getting 
regulatory approval, as this 
would amount to a backdoor 
lonn of state aid for airlines. 

The loss of the USAir link- 
up win deprive BA of an esti- 
mated $l(Xhn in extra profits. 

But as from ttus week BA is 
free to sen its 24.6 per cent ttold- 
ing in toe carrier to other in- 
vestors In a move which should 
allow it to at least recoup its 
original £2S0m investmenLBA 
wrote down the value of the 
shui^ldingto £l2Sm in 199S. 

USAir has latS the end of this 


week to repurchase toe stake it- 
seU Assummg that it decides not 
BA will begin negotiations 
whh hs adviseis to dispoee of tbe 
sbareboidin& probal^ through 
a placing in New York. The sale 
may not be completed in tbe 
current finanrial year. 

MeanwhOe, tbe ^chauman 
Sir Colin Marshall said be 
expected tbe economic growth 
that bad fuelled record airline 
profits in 1996 to continue this 
year. BA, he added, remained 
on track to achieve £lbn of cost 
savings by toe end of the decade 
through Us business efficiency 
programme. 


He was speaking as BA re- 
ported a 9 ^ cent advance in 
pre-tax profiis to £1 13m for the 
three months to tbe end ofDe^ 
ember. The improvement came 
de^nte a 34percent rise in ftiel 
costs which uiczeased BA’s fuel 
.bin ^ £56m and reduced op- 
erating profits to £131m. 

The Concorde offer will cost 
BA£lin in lost ticket revenue. 
Tbe £10 return represents a 
saving of £5,400 on toe current 
round fere. Tbe ticketa go on 
sale from 10pm tooi^t to toe 
first cafleis to ring a qiecial 
number 034S 222111. 
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pilots’ walk-out 



I V. T t u 



T ir w.T.TlF. 



UK rneiliuni giit' IjJS fong bond 






FJSE.im 

FTSE250 

FLSE350 

PT^ Sm^Cao 

AK- aefe 



Idao 

Hmgjtong 

Frankiurl 


_.430r.70 41.1 D 

459670 4.afll 

212M0 ^.0.10 

2326.31 -i.4g3 

2100.56 liflM 

6652.34 .346 

1B1B1.17 -t.314.ia 

1360154 -16.96 

3184.36 +46.35 


OTWHIktaUb -UhUlMAa tiMiKWI 

lOMsrHnfcrt Sties BoadYUb* 

a9WTB» ttteffnai iwpq hte mrt llhr |MifaiBi!tiW laly lulBti 

__4307.80_ 363230 350 UK 6 .12 __B.66 _ ZJfi 7. 63 7.24 7.78 

_ 4B16.P0 4015.30 339 US S.34 5.7S 6.40 5.63 _ 6.70 ai3 

2128.10 1B165Q 355 Ja » QJO Q A1 - 1.8S 

_ 232631 1954.06 252 Semanv izB 3.26 S.B1 6.M a03 

2100.56 1791.95 3.SP Ifirteiithirii- 

6883.90 5032.94 1.9S 

_22688.80 17303.66 050t ^ 

13868 M tiwnoar a not Wawanpw ftrois ftlh usiw 

3184.36 2253.36 150t ScotiawWon 5065 30 55 BnhsBns 44S 30 85 


4307.80 363g an a m UK 

4B16.M 4015.30 339 US 

2128.10 161650 355 Jap| 

232651 1954 06 2.92 SHm 

2100.56 1791.95 3.SP neW 

6 883.90 5032.94 1.9S 

22868.80 17303.66 050t _ 

1386854 10204 87 3.09t S 

3184.36 2253.36 150t Smt 

Souroe; FT InformaSon 


ja » 050 Q A1 

gHTTHy aa 3-2i_ 


W3 - 


■jE^ :;-AW-j . .V 


jfljnJm) 1,6334 +Q.89C 1,832fl_ fftondort 0.6122 -fl.ns 0.65 27 

SlNMWfl* 1,B14fl -t.79c 1,5305_ £ttiY brm 0.6196 +63c 0^84 , 

PW mm Z.'m^SSsLJUiSS^ gjM mnton.8585 -1.S7BI 1.477A ' 
VfLondonl 200.631 -Yl.74 163.86S YflandMl. 122.8 3 0 .Y1.flgS 106.065 


David Usbome 

NewYbrk 

Last-ditch talks began yes- 
terday to by to avert a poten- 
tially crippling pilots’ strike at 
American Amines. A walk- 
out would ground American, 
. toe largest dom^tic carrier in 
I the US. and bring misery to 
bayelleis. 

. American, which is 
regulatory approval of its pre^ 
pc^ jjaitoership across the 
Atlantic with British Airways, 
bas warned that a walk-out 
would cost it in toe region of 
$lbn (£610ml a nsonth, which 
would wipe put recent profits. 

Unless a settlement is 
achieved at so-called “super- 
mediation" talks in ^hington 


both the Caribb^ and Lafra 
America, two .regions where. 
American is the- pre-eminent 
US carrier. . '=■ 

In preparation for toe wo^ 
Amerkan ha&aheaicfy.pi^nrt^ 
redundaocyhotices for W,000 
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OR ' emerg^^ 'unpaid leaire. { 
AIro grotm^ would be Amer- 
ican EaglCj ihe cacrieis con> 
muter subndaiy; . .V ' 

Tbe Co mp aq , which . fr 
headed the irascible ifobert 
Crandall, ti^^-drawn Slim; 
from an exisiXDgcredit line and - 
borroii^ a&c^ji^ Slbn - 
whh its entire fieetas ooDateral 
~ to proyi<^ it ^th a caito 
cushiotLteJQde through as^^ 

At issiie bthcpflbts' demand 
foran U-Spweetoj^riseov^ 
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Ameri^ which replied 
Association, has record proSm 1996, is offer- 
iMSifereent..rV«5aicefeced 
n^tort ftday. u^offidaJs wSi two disastrous- alierna- 
tare put toe likelihood of a lives - oiuia^ptably hi^ costs 
A j Qrcessatiro6ifi^iOTtioris,";Mr 

acrina ^ CraodaK wiote in a memo to ' 

nppte effort througtout enmlqyeek' 

R)r travdleiis,’tt is a n4^- 
nme****^*^^^***^*^^***** mare' sceoarib, Friday also 

marlstfie^ofapub&hol-iji 
iday, the-“Prea*drtifs Pay*^- 
OTncerned are weekend, and the start of'h^- 
tem for many fidteols.A'stirike 
^ could lesw^ousax^ of tia\> 

Jf ellerseithcrunabletotiteelor 

it would also cast a chfll over stranded awayifipm honfe. : . 
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‘Paradoxicai as it 
seems, giving the 
Bank ite independence 

. is the best way to 
make monetaiy policy 
less arbitrary, its 
independence will be 
required eventually in 
any ca^ if Britain 
decides to join the 
sirigle currency - 


Labour shows the way forward for the Bank 


A re interest nues safe in hs hantfe? 

Claifae th^ are. He can 
pOmt to tbe mix of low inflaHnn anrf steadv' 

rather than rapidgrowth revealed by recent 
monthly econo^ statistics. Perhaps he will 

tnni ont to be z^iL But the point is that the 

of monetajy poli^ shoold not rest in 
pis bands alone. The arrangemeius roshed 
“ j™" die failure of Britain s 
m 1992were supposed to create an 
P<ylgainftVvuth that would restore the rr^- 
of policy and make the jiK^en^ 
mtottraiy. ITi^ have failed tti both counts. 

The arbitrariness is di^layed Mr 
Clarke s cheerful dismissal of advice from 
both the Bank of En gland and his own o ffi- 
cals. In fact, be has di sa gr ee d with the u«nir 
fOT moa of the past two years. For pan of 
1995 and again smce last May. the Ranir has 
been much more hawidsh - and whh reason 
if you remember that inflation has only been 
bel w its 2.5 pCT cent target for two *nf>nThc 
during that entire period. Now many Trea- 
sury economists Iwe come to share the 
Ba^s diagnoas, and Mr CSatke turns out 
to be unormg them too. 

As tor credibili^, its absence is clear in 
the verdict of the finainrial iwarlr^lg TTie 
British Government has to pay a lot more 
to borrow money than any other European 
government apart from that of Greece. 
Nor have inflationary expectations in ^tain 
c h a n ged very much. There is a sim ple way 
of measuring this by comparing the yield 
on index-linked and conventional gilts — awH 


it has fallen only slightly, with UK inflation 
expected to be ab^'c 4 per cent on a 5-10 
year horizon. 

A new Labour government would set the 
Bank of England on the road to indepra- 
dence by introducing a Monetaiy PoIiQr 
Cooiminee consisiing of the Governor. 
Dqiuw Governor and six directors report- 
ing to a more bioa^based Court of the 

Banicnf Fnwigtid If 

would earn hs independence. 

Ruadoidca] as it seems, giving the 
hs independence is the best w^ to make 
xnoneta^ poIie>’ less aibitraiy. Its indepen- 
^nce wul be required evenmally in any case 
if Britain decides to join the angle current?. 
But whether this happens or not. Labour’s 
proposals would, shorn of their vagueness, 
be a hi^ improvemeai over tbe present 
aTTangements. These have turned out not to 
check at all tbe untrammelled Hg ^d ang of 
a Chancellor bowing to p»^ti !knl pressures. 

A broader - but sensible - range of 
aj^inunenls to the Bank’s Court; a policy 
committee which could' deliberate and 
report in secreL and therefore with honesty, 
but hs minutes publishcdwhh a del^ and 
ultimately an independent ' Ranit - it is hard 
to see the flaw in what labour is proposing. 

If there is one, it would sorely lie in the 
Chancellor’s ability to fuck and mix the 
advice of the monetary cuonnittuc. If the 
committee were divid^ for instance, be 
could diDse tbe option t^i most suhed him 
politically. The of the present system 


is that ihe Gov’ernor's advice is unambigu- 
ous. That said, however, these r^onns 
would be a dear advance. 

G7 cannot hold 
back the tide 

T here was something Canuie-like about 
Ac cheery statements kom tbe fiaaiice 
ministeis who emerged from the G7 meet- 
ing this weekend. That’s great, i^' cried to 
the foTcigD cxdiange mar£^ bin dm*! moi'e 
any further. Like the Danirii kin g thanking 
the sea for w^bing his toes, but warnii^ it 
Dot to tickle his aiildes, they (fidn't sou^ par- 
Ucularly convinemg. 

The G7 finance minisieiswere right back 
in April 1995, when UKycoDectiuely decided 
to take the steam out o( the yen and the 
mark. The slow steady rise of the ddlar since 
then in aiqr case reflects the healthier US 
econouQT compared to its European and 
Japanese oouniefpan& But the idtt thm the 
trend will sum here amply isn’t plausible. 

When credible authorities announce that 
the economic fundamentals demand a par- 
ticular (if broadly defined) correction in 
exchange rates, and convincing con\-ey 
their determination to get it hv intervening 
in the markets, then traders i^e note. Wb)' 
waste your time betting on a rising dollar tf 
you know the Federal Reserve and the Bank 
of Japan have the power and the coafidence 
to pi^'ent it happening? 


But that is not what is going on here. ^ 
a start, the G7 ministers made po mentxu 
of co-ordinaicd intervention this weekeM. 

More hnpofiant, even if the finaiw mm- 
istexs and central bankers had disoissed 

building a sea wall, the chances BR the 

kets wouldn't have taken them seriously for 

Icmg, The US cooiionw is growing well, and 

its fis^ position is strong. Aooss the 
Pacific on the other hand, the Japanese are 
glnaji; ^nd painftilly ai^nrting thfig CCWIlMiy 
to cope with the competixive pressuTK of tte 

next century. While they are SDUgghxig, the 
yen will reiiiain fragUe. 

This may be the time for the G7 to start 
ihmirin g seriously about **target trading 

zoDCS" w their cunenaes. SouiMS a bit like 

a global verskm of the fll fated EiM. 
doesn't it? Etoi actually that is tiK implKa- 

tion of w^hat finance ministeis said this week- 
end. They warn . exdiarige rues broadly 
where they are for the time bein^ But are 
they prepaid to do what the markets 
require in terms of interventkm and policy 
{ to keep ibem there? 

I This man is not the 
next Lord Hanson 

I n this a rump, or what? It is hard to sm 
how the goanfahin g rise over the last six 
months in the Lanica share price can be jus- 
tified, other than on a wing and a prayer. 
Even if Andrew Regan does turn out to be 


I the high achieviiig entrepreneur mic he- 
j lievers think he is, even if he does manage 
to pull off a deal with the Co-op and follow 
it in swift order with others, and even if he 
don transform thosc hu.sinesses into some- 
thing they are not at the moment, can he re- 
ally expect to vindicate tbe £97m of hope 
iwcsently invested in the company's stock 
market value. 

If you lake the view that Mr Regan Ls the 
next Lord Hanson, then possibly. But a<nu- 

ally, there’s not much reason, so 'far, lo think 

hc’is. Fora start, he's on^ 31 years old, and 
as befits someone of that age. his record of 
I deal making is unspectacular. Right now' 
' there’slotsofnoiseandspcculaiiunbutnot 
much action. 

First there was the bid that never was for 
the mail order firm Freemans. Now this Co- 
I op buidness. Billed as the deal of the month 
i in a leading Sunday newspaper, the whoL* 
I thing tunied rapid? lo farce yesterday. As 
it happened the Co-op hadn't even been 
I appioadied Letters were rapidly drafted and 
i dispatched, hut then . . . well acnrally we don't 
want to sell anyway, .so get losL 
. Mr Regan’s su porters say he’s a serious 
i guy, he’s got some gixxd ideus and hackers, 
i andoned^sonnhe'llpullofrsumelhinghig. 

■ So far, there’s scant evidence of it, bowwer. 
j This is one of those eases of the stixrk mur* 
i ket’spropensi? to buck the man, rather than 
I tlK‘Compai?’andiLshu.smesK.SicerwvUcIear, 

; for unless you know exactly whul >xni are 
i doing, youll get your fingers hadlv' liumt. 
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Electricity firms 
‘m^ have to delay 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

'Rie electi1cz?iDdustiy r^ikuor 
mt? have to exmsider delayiDg the 
laimdx of dcanesticconqxetition, 
planned to start in Apm 19^ 
rather than developiDg special 
titontiogency plans, according to 
Ta leveed report coiixmisskmed t? 
his dqpartment. Offer. 

The doenment, submined last 
iitontii by£A Consulting Group, 
OfieifsprpgrarniDe mariner 
cornpetition, also warns that the 

two preferred cratingraty 

arrangements may be so time- 
consuming and ocanpGcated that 
th^ may fell tor worir CHI time., 

- The latest disdosure ^xAit 
domestic competitioa follows 
•comrnentslastweekbyFrofos- 
sorStB[dtenliltlech3d,titojeg- 
ulatoi; arguing that the oomidex 
process of trunsferrnig cus- 
tomers to alternative suppliers 
m^T have to be dooe mauu^ 
fytfuewfy de^loped compnt- 

erpnsgrajns break (tovi^Oflcr’s 

plan envisages a roning 
.gramme extending conq>etition 
■to 20 ™lltnn homes Mtween 
Ap^ and September next year. 

EA. Consiudng was aslcM by 

nd into the H Offer to come up with contin- 
. arriH'l'. plans ^er growing 

T.'* ■ ^ doubts about whether the m- 

- - dustiy- would meet this 


timetable. Its £ 5 P!Oit, udriich has 
heeaseenbyThebidepa^em, 
wants ’’DeU^ing the laundi 
the cooipetitzve electridty sup- 
ply maricet is a possible option 
for all scenarios. Before eon- 
tmgmidesare invoked, the rel- 
.a£i^ benefits of conting^ru? 
veisus delaying the lauiocn 






could be considered.’' It goes on 
to outfine various poKiUe COQ- 
tingeiu? arrangenimils which 
woud give, costomeis the abil- 
ity to move supplier ^en 
though the systems to manage 
tbe process had not been fi^ 
developed. 

The repon says Offer will 
have to decade which -pfen to 
adopt by with a £ma] de- 
cisicHi on whetiier to hxqdemerit 
the temporary -aiiartgeinents 
dne in September. 

The first (^on involves new 
st^liers signing temporary 
trihteial agteeznems with the le- 
gicmal electrid? companies, a 


s o fati op a pp ar ently favoured by 
‘ Professor Little^d Exiting 
bflls would be sent out by the 
RECs in the usual way, except 
that they would go to the new 
supply emnpanies rather than 
dirM to households. However 
the PA Fqxort say& these new 
contracts would have to be 
kept simple and condtides; 
*^e major cooceni is that re- 
sohing [this] will take loo long 
and the solution wiD become 
over complcjL" 

The anernative contmgen<? 
plan envsages developing tem- 
porary trading aira^ements 
between suppliers and Ac Elec- 
tiidiy-J!ooI, the bo<fy whidi 
manages tiie wholesale power 
maikeL The BfV document also 
dbublswfaecber this would work. 
“This ' option ms? require 
dimiges to the PxA (xurmerdal 
anai^ments, inchiding the 
Operational Friunewoik. Ob- 
taining Pool members’ agree- 
ment to such changes may pove 
extrenr^ thitooonsuiinxig, ifiiot 
tmposi^rle, to achieve.” 
Professor Littiechild insisted 
last week that omqxetitioa could 
be made to work on time with- 
out the need for such fallback 
anangements. However man- 
• ^ment consultants advisiug 
the RECs have suggested that 
at least a third of the 14 com- 



Power plans: Professor Stephen LitUediOd sr?s competition 
be nrade to work viAfiout contingem? sdiemes 


paoies involved -* 12 in Eo^and 
and ^es plus two in Scotland 
- are nnlfaely to have their 
cennputer ^Aeins les^ in tinie. 
Tbe fear inade the industry is 
that the conting^t? plans may 
be just as diffinitt to sort ouL 
The warnings of PA Consult- 
ing. have been echoed by An- 
diw Qaxton, dxiof executive of 
the Fool, which is spending 
£S()m prepaiii^ for oonqxetition. 
He told a recent indus^ con- 
ference that the oontingent? 
plans could be so unattractive 


tbattheywould]»toffnewsiq>- 
plieis fixmi entering tbe xnaiket 
Outlining the severe shortage of 
timned consultants to manage 
the computer problems, he smd 
developing temporaiy faUba^ 
plans *Tm^es a diveisioD of re- 
sources that can further com- 
pound the initial scard?.” 

A ^keswomanfo: Offer de- 
tuned to comment on the report 
yesterday. She said PA was Ifl^ 
ly to pcodtioe a final veisioo of the 
document in tbe next fewweels. 
Hus might be made ptiblia 


How Dow Jones plummeted in January 


More osed to being a pDXveyor 
of tbe news rather than a 
snbject of it, ^e. Dow Jones 
numpftny j publisher of the WxU 
/onmnA is attracting 

> . i<i •> • ,, headlines about its flaggjh^ 

i \ K . Ststodcpriceanduiirea 

-■'■■V; .. ni I "*•'!' rshareholders. 


itiw 


The US financial information group is facing a revolt over 
spending on its Telerate, writes David Usbome in New York 


iii> 


l:!' , j 



Uncertain? about the fiitiire 
of the company, whidi. also 
owns the lelerate g]o^ fin- 
ancial infor mation sexvice;‘bas 
even led to media reports that 
it coold be about to rail prey to 
one of its bluest iivals» Reuters 
offlieUK. 

The woes at Dow Jones 
centre on its share price which 
• to ng been snics at around 

•. <. the $39 (£24m) m^k, weU 
below its peak achieved 10 
years ago. 

The disgp pointmg share per- 
formance 'has led to widely 


;!<• 


publicised sniping from -two 
riiembers of the Bsmeroft feixuly 
that foonded and stfll controls 
the compai?, ‘^filliam Cox m 
and his coufflo, Bisabeth Gotbr 

Last week saw the -sudden 
resignation from tbe compai?. 
pt?roU of Mr Cox, who bad 
been in charge of Ifow Jones’ 
global stock mdioes. While Mr 
Cox gave no official reason for 
his decaaon, he indicated that 
it wouM libaate him to fight for 
a ebange of direction in 
management 

Mc^ urgently at issue is the 
. &teofThlCTate,v4udi has been 
falling behind the rival gltfoal 

services df Reuters and Bloom- 


berg. Stock of Dow Jones took 
a beating in late January after 
the c om p an y announced that it 
would ^)end $650m trying to 
revive the sagging service. 
Mai? investorsled been hop- 
ing mstead for a decision lo 
dump Telerate. 

Fortune magazine, mean- 
vdiile, recently revealed thatthe 
prominent New York mon^ 
manager Michael Price has 
amas^ Sj 4 per cent of Dow 
Jones stodc. The ma^zme last 
week tried to capitause on its 
scoop I? placing an advertise- 
'meat in tbe Street Journal. 

Dow Jones refused to print it, 
however. • 


Mr Price has tince spdeen out 
about his disappointmem with 
the decision to spend more 
money on Tblerate and is 
e:q>ected to push for new addi- 
tions to tbe Dow Jones board 
at its annual shareholders meet- 
iira in April. ’’Hopefully, there 
wul be some smart people in 
there,” he said. 

There has been no con- 
firmation, however, of Reuters 
or ai? other competitor ex- 
ploring a hostile buyout Mem- 
bers of the Bancroft famfly, Mr 
Cox indudeiL have (glared 
themselves imiBed in wishing to 
keep the compai? indepen- 
deot. “I would 1^ to see Dow 


Jones independent, but the best 
way to do that is to good 
corporate gewemance,*' Mr Cox 
remarked. 

Of his own decision to quit his 
post, Mr Cox commented: “I 
think that it’s the right route. 
It’s difficult to work at the 
company and try to Kt better 
shareholder value.” He added: 
“Obviously Michael Price is 
there and others are there be- 
cause it’s an underpriced stock." 

lakixig the heat in the dispute 
is the current chairman of Dow 
Jones, Peter Kann. A fonner 
Pulitzer Prize redpienl and 
famed Vietnam war reporter. 
Mr Kann may be under pressure 
in j^ril to ^in offlclerace and 
cot ^ company’s lora» in it. 
There is no exqsectation, 
however, that his own position 
is at risk. 


VDC shares slunq) 
on profits warning 


Migniis CMmoad 


Shares in VDC, floated on the 
Alternative Investment Market 
at 400p in ^ptember 19K, 
crashed IlOp to 165pyesierd^ 
after the medica] products (&• 
tributor warned that results 
would be “significantly below 
current eapectations". The 
group, fonner? known as the 
Veterinary Drag Company, 
blained the ixoble^ at Procare 
Health, a dental supplies dxs- 
tributiOQ business, a^tdred for 
£6.1m last Aprfl from Envi- 
romed, tito inraedinolpgy group 
liven 1^? by boardnxMn strife. 

Robert Rabone, VDC’s 
finan ce director, said they bad 
uncovered several defidendes 
io tiie pricing ^ems for the 
27,000 stock lines carried by 
Procare. He described it as “a 
systems-based problem rather 
than a fraud or ai?Uung like 
tbaT. The fauby ^steins had re- 
sulted in mmgiiis being over- 
stated, reducing profits by some 


£240.000 compared with what 
they had previous? thought. 

Mr Rabtme said Procaro had 
al js< t betm nmnixigwitb v’olumes 
“at least 20 per cent” below the 
budgeted level in a competitive 
market. Since acquisition, it 
had been rtcov’cring from the 
si gpifigant faD>off in tummvT it 
suffered at the hands of Envi- 
romed. From the nadir readied 
in September 1995, tbe business 
had recovered to levels io De- 
cember and January to above 
those of the con^xarablc periods. 

“But under the ownership of 
Eixviromed, the management 
had put suiA strictures on the 
business that it had suffered 
badly, hence we bought it at a 
good price. Unfortunate?, we 
are not now goin^ to meet the 
market's expectations of growth 
in that business now." 

Market forecasts for group 
IHofits in the onrenl year to May 
were cut by £Ixn to around 
£1.7m yesterday, on? slight? 
ahead of the previous y^s 


figure of £lA5in. Mr Robnne 
^d Procare bad made (Hofus of 
£35,000 in the first half and had 
been expected lo make “sever- 
al hundred thousand” more in 
(he second, ^ey were now ex- 
pecting it to tuni in a small loss. 

Proeuv’s market share of the 
denial supplies market, put a( 
around ID per ueni when it was 
acquired, was now somewhere 
between b and 8 per cent, Mr 
Rabone said. As wdl sb some loss 
of share to the operation's two 
or three bigger rh^ he said the 
acctiraqr of market infoimotion 
bad b«m improved. 

He said they would not be 
taking any legal or other action 
against the vendors of Prncare, 
however Ernst & Young, the 
group’s auditors, have been 
asked to extend their review of 
tbe iuterim financial statements. 
Man^pment reporting systems 
have also been tii^tcned up. 
VDC’s interim results are 
expected to be released on 21 
Februaiy. 


High price 
hint for 
Centrica 


British Gas brushed off recent 
pessimism about its share price 
performance yesterday when 
shares in its soon-to-be- 
demeiged supply division, Cen- 
trica, began trading near the 
end of ana])^’ exqxectations on 
the onofficial “grey market", 
writes Chris Godsnark. 

Centrica shares ended at 
7D3p,vahinigtbeoompai?azal- 
inost£3Jbn. Official tradnigbe- 
gins next Monday, with the split 
from Biftisb Gas to be put to a 
shareholders’ vote at an EGM 
tomorrow. 

Yesterday’s indieative price 
suggests the misery for 1.8 mil- 
lion small investors could be 
overdone. I^evious estimates of 
Centrica’s value had varied wQd- 
?, with some analysts puttit^ the 
share price as low as 2Sp and 
others h(^er tlun 90p, 

Simon Flowers, he^ of util- 
ities at NatVibst Seemities, said; 
“The stock market has come to 
the conclusion that the assets 
are ^uite desirable and tbe lia- 
biliti^ are not as high as was 
previous? thot^t." 

Shares in BG, the pipeline 
bo^era, dtsed on tne grey 
market at 172.5p. British Gas 
shares were unchanged at 
243.5p. 


In Brief 


• A joint venture between Ihxmac and Amec has wxm a £100m 
contract to build a second runway at Manchester Airport. The 
civil engineers said the runway, which will be almost two miles 
long, should be operational frem spring 2000 and ei^c? around 
500 workers during its construction. Manchester Airport, which 
is fadt^ some vocal public opposition to the plan, forecasts that 
itsoqransion will generate around 50,000 jobs for the region over 
the next 10 years, including 15,000 at the airport. 

• lonica, the company maikieting a tel^bone service to homes 
based on wireless technology, is plaimiiig to extend its network 
to 3.5 milli on homes in the Midlands. 'The compaiw, which is 
pan? owned by Yorkshire Electrici? and Northern Electric, 
laun^d its service in East Anglia last year. It claims it can un- 
dercut BTs domestic charges ^ around 15 per cent The first 
^age of the oqtansion will be in Nottingham, lonica ha.s a na- 
tional licence and plans to cover three quarters of England and 
Wdesby200a 

• Canal Phis, the nench pay-TV groap, said it mw eventually 
be imeiesied in listing its Rins Sainl-Gcnnain soccer'team on the 
London siod: exchange but that h had no plans to do so in 1997. 

• British Telecommunications is confidenl that “no signifiuuni 
competition problems will emerge" and that its proposed 
mer^r with MCI Communicaiions Corp “will he cleared in the 
next few monibs**. BT directors told an all-party Trade and In- 
dustry select committee of MPs that the merger of the two com- 
panies will permit their complimenlaiy skills lo he deployed ti> 
the benefit of customers in tbe UK, the US and olher murkcls. 

• Lloyd’s oTLondon will be callii^ for a ftu1ber£25.6m from 
as many as 8,675 of the 34,000 names who accepted its Recon- 
struction and Renewal offer last summer. This will be payable 
in addition to the sums indicated in the settlement.^ which the 
names agreed to. Some £2m relates to adverse exchange rate 
nxA’emcots since R&R was accepted, which wQl affect some 6,000 
names. Retention of dollar su^Iuses worth £ 18.6m in respect 
of the 1994 and 1995 underwritiv losses will affect 2d'M names. 
The remaining £Sm called upon wul be paid t? around 175 names, 
and relates to tbe imdcr-realisation of astiuts pledged as funds 
atLk?d’s. 




Are you sitting comfortabiy? 

(You must be in Emirates’ new Business Ciass.) 


MW 




■ Comfortable? There's now up to 52" seat pitch on our Airbus aircraft, and our Boeing 777s boast one of the most advanced seats in the sky. 

Pampered? There’s a personal video, phone, fax and the finest champagne and cuisine. Impressed? We hope so, 

A ■ 

Emirates 
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Resignation wipes 
one-third off Toad 
market value 


S.-S 


Magnus Grimond 

Toad, ihtf loss-making car 
security croup hacked by Chris 
Evans, ihc biotech entre- 
preneur. sav\ ncarh- iDnc-ihird of 
its stock market value u-iped out 
vcsierday foilouing the sur- 
prise resignation of the chief 
executive. Charles Parker, after 
just os er a month in the job. 

The company blanaed 
■■irreconcilable differences’" 
between Mr Parker, who joined 
from the Charier industrial 
giant at the beginning of Janu- 
an-, and the rest of the board. 
But the group alsii warned that 
sales in December and January 
had been -sub-sianually below 
budget"" due to disappointing 
trading thoiugh deaJers and its 
own network of installers. 

Mr Parker, who is on a 
£I70.iHX>conlrJctai 12 months 
notice, is to be replaced as chief 
executive by Kc\in Gray, who 
became a non-e.vecutive direc- 
tor following the takeover of his 
Sccut-Fk company last April. 

The shares, which recently 
miwed fnim the .\ltemative 
Investment Market to a hill list- 


ing. crashed 19Jp io4UpyeS- 
terday, wiping u.3m off (be 
^oupS former market capiml- 
isation of £10Jm. "The group has 
raised £10.6m in two placings at 
9f*p and SOp a ^are over the 
pak 14 months, the latest in Jan- 
uary. but the shares have been 
sliding steadily since the start of 
the year, when they were trad- 
ing at around 85p. 

Mr Evans, who chairs the 
group and owns around 20 per 
cent of the shares, said there was 
"nothing substantive" to ac- 
count for the departure of Mr 
Parker. There was "nothing 
massive. No major falling out. 
No bombshelL" he said He also 
dismissed any suggestion of Mr 
Parker uncovering a “black 
bole’" at the group. “If there was. 
we would have been obliged to 
reveal iL It was just a whole 
number of little things'. Mr 
Evans said. 

"The second-half loss for the 
group would be lower than for 
the comparable period of the 
previous year, but sales in Jan- 
uary and February bad been dis- 
appointing, he said. They were 
still on course for around £5m 


sates for the year and a loss in 
the region of j£3.5m. roughly in 
line with previous market 
foreca.sts. 

He suggested compensation 
for loss of office would not be 
large. Mr Parker had resigned 
and was therefore legally enti- 
tled to nothing. “There may be 
some land of payment, but it will 
not be substanti'dl." 

Mr Parker had spent several 
months last ^ar doing what Mr 
Evans described as “due dili- 
gence" before throwing in his lot 
with Toad. He had beeo cred- 
ited with pushing through Char- 
ter's highly successful £44Sm 
takeover of the Swedish weld- 
ing rods group Esab in 1994. 
it had been clear almost from 
when he took the reins in Jan- 
uary that he was not comfort- 
able in the job, Mr Evans said. 
“The leap from u big company 
to a small one, that's a hell of 
a leap. Time and time again, 
people fail in making that leap." 

Thece were said to have btKU 
‘’fundamental disagreements" 
between Mr Parker and the 
non-executive directors over 
the way the group should be 



Toad in a hole: Chris Erans (above) said there was ‘no bombshell* 
behind Charles Farter's departure after only a morrth In charge 


taken forward. Mr Evans, 
whose fortune based on twtech 
groups such as Qiitosdeiioe was 
put at £60m last ynr, is one of 
three non-executives on the 


comj^sy’s board, alon^ with 
John Morris, a fellow biotech 
investor, and Derek Whittaker, 
a fonner chief execudve of the 
old Bridsb Leyland car group. 


NFC boosted by prospect of Lynx sale 


Patrick Tooher 


Shares in NFC rose sharply 
v-ejiterday after the transpon 
and logistics group announced 
it was in talks to sell L>tl\. its ex- 
press parcels operation, to a 
management buyout team 
hacked by venture npiiuJisis at 
NatWesi. 

NFC's shares ad\-anced 7.5p 
10 164p on the news, but remain 
adrift of the 2iXip reached in 
recent months. 

In a siaicmeni NFC said it 
would be several weeks before 
a contract was signed because 
NaiWesi was currenilv under- 


taking due diligence. A further 
announcement would be made 
when the current negotiations 
were concluded. NFC contin- 
ued. The deal is expected to net 
NFC between £30m-£35ra. 

Lynx, which can deliver 
parcels overnight in Britain and 
continental Europe, had a net 
asset value of around £25m 
and turnos'er of £^m in the 
year to September, when it re- 
turned to profitability. It has had 
a chequered past with losses 
peaking at over £12m in 1993. 

Analysts welcomed the news 
of the planned disposal. “L^ 
is in a fierce and competitive 


business and is barely making 
money but h is on the mend and 
should dear its net asset price." 
said Andrew Darke, transport 
analyst at brokers ^liam de 
Broe. “Two years ago NFC 
could not h away." 

NFC, whose activities in- 
clude E.xel Logistics and Pick- 
ford transport group, has 
indicated for some time (bat 
Lynx was a non-core buaoess, 
but management led by Geny 
Murphy, who became chief ex- 
ecuuve in 1995, insisted it was 
la no msh to sell. 

Link competes against the 
likes of UPS, Federal Express 


and Nightfrejght in a highly 
fragmented UK market where 
margins are notoriously wafer- 
thin. 

The decision to sell Lynx 
ends months of speculation 
about its future wiimn NFC It 
is also part of Mr Murphy's 
strategy to concentrate Us UK 
logistics operations on laiger 
and fewer contracts. Mr Mur- 
phy also plans to btdld re\«Dues 
in North America and reor- 
ganise a series of national 
networks in Europe. 

Mr Murphy and Sir Christo- 
pher Blan^ the chairman, who 
also joined NFC two years 


ago. have presided over a 
wholesale dearout of direaois 
as of a £S0m restructuring 

programme. 

After slumpmg to a £39m 
profit in 1995, NFC recovered to 
make £lQ5moD sales of J&4^n 
in the year to Sntember. 

NFC is sdU left with a dutch 
of heavily loss-maldag busi- 
nesses on the Continent after its 
ill-fored attempt to build a pan- 
European discribiidan ^em in 
the Uie-Eighties. 

Sir Christopher recently 
ruled out selling the European 
businesses, saymg divestment 
was not an option. 


In Brief 


• Peptide Tbenipeutics' shares soared by 41p to 370p on news 
of u link with SmiihKJine Beecham. The pharmaceuticals giant 
is paving £bm for a 1$ per cent stake in Peptide and the ri^i to 
develop and market ollergv' dru^ based on f^piide’s technolo- 
gies. The deal follows last mootn s acquisition of a £3m stake in 
K'ptide In- Medeva in an agreement covering the joint development 
of vaccines. 

• Huntington International, the pharmaceuticals company, 
reported a return to profit in 1996, making £9.35m before tax 
ciimpared with a £29m loss ia the previous 15 months. There is 
still no dividend, with the directors stating that "cash resources 
should he reinve>led" to sustain growth. In the US. growth in or- 
ders from the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry is 
"parlicuiarK- pleasing". 

• Pillar Properly has pre-sold almost one-third of its Brotiunielaw 
development in Glasgow to British Teiccoia Contracts have been 
exchanged lor the development of a 180.1X10 square foot oCGce 
building. Pillar's shares rose 1 1.5p to 221 jp. 

• A concert party, including Strand Nominees and Capital 
Partners, sold its entire 50.75 per cent shareholding in Quiligoiti 
at 20.5p j share. The .shares in the building materials group were 
bv*ught K sevend insutuiicns and management at Quiligotii. David 
Scon, iho company's chief executive, bought 1.5 milljoa shares. 
Caking hLs holding to 4. IS per cent. The shares rose 6.5p to 2l2ip. 

• Unidare. the engineering company, is paying £1.9m for Eland 
ElccirieaL the wdding ueecssRiries whcdesalcr. In 1995, Sand made 
openiiing ptxifiLs of t237.U0u on sales of £4.9m. 

• Core Group, the pharmaceutical company, plans to obtain a 
fulj.-iiH.-k market listing through a placing that will raise between 
£15ni and t’2Mm. TTie placing wll value Core at between £50m 
and £SUm. The ei>mpany said the fund raising will enable it to 
exiL'iid dcvcltipnieni programmes and bring its first product to 
market. Core develops pharmaceutical products for controlled 
release of dmg substances in the bodv. Its portfolio is focused 
«m pain management and female healiheare. 

• Hudleigh's finance director. Stephen Yapp, is leaving to take 
ihe sime pivi at SGB Group, usubsidiaiy of John Mowlein. which 
IS being ennsidercd lor partial flotation. Mr ^'app will leave at 
the end i«l next month, but will remain available to Hadlcigh on 
pre-agreed dales until the end of July’ to as.sist with the comple- 
lu'n of the yc;ir-A;nd report and accounts. 
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Queensborough selects 
(Whrie to build chain 


Magnus Grivnond 


Michael Guthrie, who last Oa- 
ober sold his Brigbtreasons 
restaurants group to Whiftmead 
for £46m. has bMO appointed 
to the board of Queensborough 
Holdings with a brief to move 
the leisure group into "casual 
dtnii^". Mr Guthrie, who made 
his first fortune floating the the 
Mecca bingo to holiday group, 
is said to be ready to mount a bid 
to buy back Br^tneasons' Pizza 
Piazza chain from Whitbread 
Mr Guthrie yesterday re- 
fused to comment on specula- 
tion about this or that ne was 
behind one of the bids for 
Granada's Welcome Break 
chain of motorway service sta- 
tions, which the television to 
hotels group is being forced to 
sell following last year’s £3.9bn 
takeover of Forte. He said he 
could only conGnn that be 


intended to help Queeosbor- 
o^gh in building up a restaurant 
business. However, he empha- 
sised: "One thing's for certain: 
I am not going into ooe-offr, I 
am going to build up a chain." 

The stock market reacted 
well to the appointment, mark- 
ing Queen^xmugh's shares up 
5p to 36p. Up to now the group, 
which is one of the stock mar- 
ket vehicles of biotech emre- 
preoeur Kevin Leech, has bem 
concentrating on building a 
caravan site theme park em- 
pire. including Cheddar Gorge. 
But Stuart Sim, Queensbor- 
migfa’s deputy diainnan, said 
yestei^y they were not ruling 
out an approach Co Whitbread. 

"The plan is the creation of 
new dMsion within Queens- 
borou^ alongside its exisemg 
businesses, in that excitiag area 
of leisure dining services, as U 
is called." They had "several op- 


tioiv and we are considering 
these very carefully at this 
tiine". both ^xjuisitions and 
green field sites, be said. 

Queensborough wants Mr 
Guthrie to spea^ead plans to 
make it a force in high street, 
rather tiian ciQ^ centre, dining. 
That did not necessarily as- 
sume building an enormous 
chain. Mr Sim suggested. you 

look at people like Burger King, 
a very (kvminani pl^er, ibey 
hove 500 restaurants. Everybody 
assumes they have thousands of 
restaurants. If you come to the 
prider end of the market. Pizza 
Express has a relatively small 
number of restaurants." 

Mr Guthrie does not appear 
to be debarred from other busi- 
ne» emerprires by yesterday's 
appointmenu Howex’er, Mr Sim 
sa^: "He will not be doing any- 
thing in that sector which is com- 
petitive with Queensborough." 


Queens Moat sells 25 hotels 


The struggling Queens Moat 
Houses company yesterday sold 
25 hotels for£9i jm to a group 
of managers backed by Haiobro 
European Ventures, com- 
pany has now sold all but 51 of 
us UK hotel portfolio in an at- 
tempt to cut debts. 

Wiyne Sanderson, an analyst 
at Merrill Lynch, said the price 
achieved for the 19 three-star 
County and six four-star Moat 
House brand hotels "soundLs 
reasonable". However, he 
added that QMH still had a long 
way to go, with around £247ra 
of senior debt to repay by the 
end of the year 2000. 

The 25 hotels sold yesterday 


have a total of 1.S6S rooms, and 
made operating proEis of £1 1 -2m 
from £42.5x0 of sales in the fi- 
oancial year to 19 December. 

QMH will use £65 Jm of the 
sale proceeds to repay senior 
debt due this and next year, -an- 
other £6m will be used to repay 
junior debt some £172iii] will be 
set aside for capital iraprove- 
menls, and the remaining £25m 
wiU repay creditors. 

Andrew Coppel, chief exec- 
utive, said the s^Ue represented 
an important step in the group's 
recovciy. “It adu'eves almost &e 
whole of the group's UK dis- 
posal programme in a single 
step and a significant reduction 


in the pvMip’s debt repayment 
burden." 

La« September. QMH re- 
ported that it lost £3.1m in the 
sor months to June, compared 
with a £70ft00() profit ayetu-pre- 
vknisfy. However, it sam it bad 
made suirfaaoty progress m 
the second half. bel{^ by lower 
interest rat^ Occupancy in UK 
manned hotels rose to 70 per 
cent 67.8 per cent. 

Occupancy levels and room 
rates in the Netherlands also 
increased, while performance in 
GermaiQi fell. 

Mr said prospects 

for further profits growth re- 
mained sound. 


Dalgety dogged by 
Pedigree problems 
and BSE crisis 


It is two vears since Dalgety 
launched a £18bm rights issue 
to pay for the ncar-£500m 
deal to buy Quakers' Euro- 
pean pet food operations. The 
cash call was priced at 335p. 

Yesterday the shares were 
barely ab^ that IcveL dosing 
up I.5p at 341p. It has clearly 
been a rough two years for 
chief executh-e Richard Cloth- 
ier and the jury is still out on 
whether the business is turn- 
ing the comer. 

At the time of the Quaker 
deal, the strategy to sell con- 
sumer foods divisions such as 
Golden Wsndcr and Home- 
pride to concentrate on pet 
food looked plausible. But a lot 
has gone wrong since then. 

The BSE crisis has hit the 
group's animal feesuds divi- 
sion. the rival Mars-owned 
Pedigree Petfoods has been ag- 
gressive on pricing and the 
strength of sterling has af- USAlF llltS 
fccted overseas earnings. In- 
tegrating the Quaker pet foods BA prOfltS 
business cost far more than ^ 
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With the dividend barely 
covxTcd by eaming-s. the City 
will start to become restless b 
there is not a Dalgety revNal 
in the second half and man- 
a^ment could find iL« position 
under scrutiny. 

The animal feeds business 
should begin to stabilise p>osl 
while the food ingredi- 
ents division ut solid enough. 

With analysts forecasting 
full-year profits of £104m 
faJli^ to £116m. the shares 
trade on a forward rating of 15 
Calling to 13. The real aitrae- 
lion Ls the 8 per cent yield, 
which should cover the down- 
side risk and makes the shores 
worth holding. 




originally anticipated. 

*^e wounds were apparent 
in yesterday's half-year figures 
with pre-exceptional profits 
in the six months to 31 Dec- 
ember down £4ra to £43m. It 
was the agribusiness division 
which suffered most, with the 
BSE-inspired export bun 
causing excess capari^ and 
increased costs, which were 
compounded the strength 
of sterling 

Though pet food profits 
held up. the dog food business 
has been dented by I^igree's 
marketing muscle. Oalgety’s 
Felix brand has held off a 
marketing challenge I^;di- 
gree's wfuskas brand. In dog 
food it will be hoping that its 
l^nalot re-launch with the 
slogan “Live a lou wag a lot, 
WInaJoL" raises sales as well 
as smiles. 

With Dalgety s shares a long 
way south of their mid-I99S 
hx^ of 4S()p, Uxc group foces 
serious questions. The first is 
whether it can build its pet 
food business to do battle 
against Pedigree. Margins 
used to be measured in double 
digits in this business but are 
a long way short of that now. 

Another question mark 
bangs over whether the group 
really needs four dhisioos. 
The US distribution business, 
which is dedicated to Mc- 
Donald’s, seems non-core 
though Dalgety is unhkeiy to 
raise more than book value for 
iL This business has not been 
helped by the slowdown in 
Hke-for-like sales at Mc- 
Donald’s outlets. 


Where will BritL«h .Airways be 
in another 10 years' time'.* 
Will it still be an airline in the 
accepted sense of the word or 
will the craze for .shedding siofT. 
cutting costs and outsourcing 
every conceivable function 
have turned it into the world’s 
first truly virtual airline'.’ Will 
iL for that matter, still be 
called British Airways or will 
a series of tivcga mergers have 
iransformcd it into a behemoth 
of the sides, as American or 
Oriental as it is British? 

Those .searching for duc.s in 
the airline's third-quarter 
results may he a little disap- 
pointed. Despite BA's givil of 
shaving £lbn from its cost 
base through the much- 
vauiucd Business Efficiency 
Programme, employee cost’s 
are up by ID percent this year. 
Meanwhile, progress towards 
gaining regulatory approval 
(or the American Airlines al- 
liance is proving pamftiUy slow. 

Had it not been for£ilm in 
dividend arrears from US.Air. 
its erstwhUe trantsatlantic 
partner. BA would have been 
celebrating a decade of private 
cavnership not with another set 
of record figures but with a 
small decline in third-quarter 
profits. 

True, many of the effi- 
ciencies push'cd through by 
BA's chief executive Bob 
Ayling, such as pacloDg the ac- 
counts department off to Bom- 
bay. are yet to show through. 
Nor can any amount of in- 
sp'ired leadership stop aviation 
fuel prices rising by a third - 
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the drag factor that is do'mg 
most to hold BA hack. 

Voialik: oil prices, ua\ how- 
ever, a fact i>f life for airlinex. 

In the short run. BA will be ^ 
judged on how well it has 
hedged its oil exposure and 
how quickly it can plug the gap 
in revenues that will be left 
when the USAir c4.Hlc-sharc 
agrcemcac ctqjircs in .April. 

In the longer term, the cbal- 
iengc is to m^e the American 
alliance work in an era of 
open .skies and increased com- 
petition while preventing the 
B.A brand name from being 
devalued N ti.ro enlhusbslican 
approach to cast cutting. 

.Assuming ftiU-.veur profits of 
£t>40m this .vetir iutd £710m in 
1998 ihc share.s. up lip at 
597.5p. stand on a forward 
multtplc v«f 12. falling to li. 
They should .still have some 
way' to go. but gK-cn the un- 
curuiiniius B.A faces, a repeat 
of the 500 per cent return 
shareholders have enjt^'ud in 
the first decade of private 
invnership IiKiks implaasiblc. ^ 

Still questions 
over Admiral 


Sir Lawric Barratu the chtur- 
m.m of Britain's second- 
biggest housebuilder, was 
quiek to crilic'Lsc rival Bryant 
for Lwerpaving last year when 
it bought Admiral Homes for 
£62m. The deal gave Biy :idi a 
reu«j\‘-made land hank i'n the 
South-east of England. Vk’here 
the recovery in ihe housing 
market has t^n stroiq^si and £ ): 
development land ^ in .shortest 
supply due to dcby -5 in plan- 
ning permission. 

But analysts remain per- 
plexcd as to why Bryant paid 
£6m more than .Admiral’s net 
asset value (0 buy, in effect, a 
Job )ol ol plots. Normally pur- 
chasers would expect it di.s- 
counu especially os Admiral 
was in the red at the lime. 

The result is th.il at 25 per 
cent Bryant's plot cost to sell- 
ing price ratio contii)uu.s to be 
a burden. House price infiation 
was only modest in the six 
months to November and the 
group's average selling price, 
including Admiral, fell by 
£3J)Cin to £U3,0(M. hit by a 
change in mix a.s more ihrec- 
bed and fewer four-bed prop- 
erties were sold. 

Bui a rise in operating 
maigins to 8.6 per cem from 
6 per cent helped push pre-ta.x 
profits 52 per cent higher to ^ 
£15.5m on sales of £257m 
(£232m). The maiutained 
dividend of L45p was covered 
by earnings of 3.7p (2.4p). 

Bryant sees a progres.>«ive 
improvement in confidence 
among home buyers rippling 
out from the South-east It cites 
as evidence a 30 per cent rise 
in net reservations continuing 
into the second half - even if 
the corresponding year's fig- 
ures were lousy - and it look 
on course to hit its target of 
buflding4.UQU homes thLsyeori 

Better still, there are no 
.signs yet that the prospect of 
a general election May and 
the poitsibility of a rise in 
interest rates is affecting pur- 
chasers' confidence. With a fair 
wind and a post-election 
"honeymoon", double-digit 
margins are a distinct posa- 
bility next year as Bryant 
recovers from a low base. 

Bui concerns atom the Ad- 
miral deal and the continued 
presence of the small con- 
siruciion division will surely 
limit iLs recovery potential. 

UBS has raised its pre-tax 
prnfiLs forecast for the year to 
May bj' £2m to £37m. That 
puls the shares, up 0.5p to 
150p. on a chunkv forward 
multiple of 17. yielding 4.2 per 
cent. High enough. ( 
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TUESDAY 11 FEBRUARY U>U7 * THE iXDEPENBEaiY 


This could be a once-in-a-lifetime 

turning point for the dollar & ;„s,kess 


Rain 


I t is vcr>' difiicult to catch a 
cyxrlical turning point untQ 
after the event. Thus you hav'e 
to wail at least a yev to be 
clear that. fOr sample, a 
recession is over, a currency' 
has reversed ils path, or that 
the next movement in interest 
rales will be up laiher than 
down. 

But if it is hard enou^ to 
catch a cyclical tun^ potnL 
how much harder it is to catch 
a long-term, secular one. Here 
you are not dealing w*iLh a 
change that will lake place eveiy 
three to se\’en t’ears. but rather 
one that takes place every 50 or 
HX) vears. Anyone who claims 
to have identified such a turn- 
ing point needs to hang the large 
public health warning: “Tim 
idea may be very' wTong." 

Apply this to the notion that 
it is not just a cyclical change in 
the v^ue of the dollar which has 
taken place in the last two years 
but a secular change. 

Since the middle 1950s the 
dollar has been a weak curren- 
cy. The weakness was not fully 
reveded until the Bretton 
Wo^ system of fixed ewbange 
. rates be^ to collapse at the end 
' of the 1960s (the tiiiggerwas the 
' devaluation of the other re- 
I serve currency, sterling, in 1967). 
But once pok-war Europe 
gan to recover and the dollar 
shortage of the 1940s w'as re- 
placed with a dollar surfelL it 
gradually became clear that 
sooner or later the dollar would 
start a long decline. The princi- 
pal benefioaries were of course 
the mark and the yen. 

Now both the mark and die 
ven are w’cak for ndicaj reasem 
but if the Icq^tenn tread of the 
dollar is intact then in another 
five or so years the dollar win be 
down in the dumps and at the 
boQom of that cycle it will be 
lower than it was two years 

IC on the other hand, the 
downward trend has reversed, 
those levels of two years ago will 
never be reached again. Tte dol- 
lar will never - or at least not in 
our lifetime - be back at Y80. 
Could this be right? Here arc 
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five reasons why it mighL and 
one why it migh't ool 

Fust, we are moving imo a 
world of zero inflation, or a<; near 
zero as makes no difference. In 
the past one of the main reasons 
for currency adjustments has 
been differential inflation, lo a 
world of hi^ iiiflation some 
countries will inflate at say. 10 
per cent and others at S per amt 
» that there will need to be ad- 
justments every couple of years 
to keep them in line. But in a 
world of near-zero inflaciQa you 
might have one country inflat- 
ing at 1 per cent and another at 
2 per cent Maybe, once every 
15-20 years you might need to 
have a diange in paritv, but it 
would not to be vciy often, 
and it might well be that during 
this period the underlying per- 
formance of the higher-irtOa^n 
country would impan/c enough 
not to need a currency adjust- 
ment at all 

Result: even if the US does 
have slightly faster inflation 
than Germany and Japan {an it 
docs at the moment) the dollar 
may still be able to rise. It is not 
far from its average position in 
recent years (see ^pfas) so even 
after this recent rise there is still 
some leeway for it to move 
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If the 

downward trend 
has been 
reversed, those 
levels of 
two years ago 
will never be 
reached again. 
Could this be 
right? 


Real exchange rates (19S5 = 100 ) 


ftirther. In fact it is pmbat^ stiD 
a bit undervalued. 

Iwx), the fiscal posilion of the 
US. much critiased through 
the 1980s for the exccsswe 
deficit, is now un^r better con- 
trol than the deficits of eithtf 
Japm or Getnsnqr. Ihie, the US 
retains the problem of low sav- 
ings. Imt if you allowfbr the sub- 
stantia] private sector pensons 
of the US and the lack of these 
inGeiniaz^aDd J^ian.thepo- 
shion is much more haianofld- 
Loeddag ahead, is five years’ 
time the US fiscal position 
appeu wry Cavom^jle cc»n- 
pared with that of aInMwf all 
other developed countries. 

Three, while the US popula- 
tion is ageing it is doing so at a 
slower rate than any of the 
&oup of Seven industrial coun- 
tries. Meanwdiile Japan and 
Germany are ^eing 
The demogr^rnc pattern of a 
country has a profound impact 
on its economic vibrancy, quite 
apart from its effect on savings 
and isvestment. 

Four, there are sig ns rhaf 
the endemic cmeot account sur- 
plus of Japan and the endemic 
deficit of the US rosy be about 
to reverse themselWs. (The 
long-term surplus of Germaiy 
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has disappeared thanks to the 
costs of unificatioo. and the 
countiy may well stay in deficit 
for another generation until 
the reconstruction of the ftxmer 
East Geimanv- is complete.) 
Evidence for a move tw the US 
back into surplus is. admiued- 
fv', piei^ thin at the mcMaent, but 
there are some si^ that Japan 
be moving back towards 
deficit. BZW examined the im- 
pact of a disappearance of the 
Japanese current account sur- 
plus in its latest monthly eco-i 
nomic digest ootii^ that the 
peak in & su^us as a per- 
centage of GDP ttus reached as 
far as 1986. 

Rve, the relative decline in 
the importance oi the Japanese 
economy and the possible dis- 
appearance of the mark as a air- 
renQ' if European monetaiy 
union goes ahe^ leave the dol- 
lar (dear as the ooty r^aUe ^ob- 
al currency. The euro might 
eventually b^me a reliable 
cunency.'but it b unlikely to be 
trusted global sanrers until is 

establishes a track reoard. ^re 
EMU to go ahead rm a wide 
basis, then most investors would 
expea ft to be weak. 

There is one powerful 
oouater-azgumeai. Itisthe cul- 
tural one: that the low-savings 
culture is so embedded in the 
US, and the hi^-savings culture 
ultimatel}' so secure in both 
Japan and Germany, that the 
value of the ^n and the mark 
win remain solid. Rovided the 
mark stfll exists, there cer- 
tainly be people who will want 
to bold it, and J^ian’s enoanous 
net asset poation wQl underpin 
the value of the yen. The US set 
deficit portion. meanwhDe, win 
continue to undermine the dol- 
lar. The US remains the wxnld^ 
laigest debtor, and until there is 
some imScation of a tuntii^ 
point in the net asset position it 
is a bh early to be confident of 
aluising point in the currency. 

And vriiere, mi^t you ast 
does the other dm^'c^ weak 
canenw, the pound, fit mto all 
of tins? Oh, it becomes a stio^ 
cinreacy loo - but I am afr^ 
that sto^ needs another article. 
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Ken Clarke is known to like 
the odd pint and Castdla, and 
now he has taken to incoipo- 
radng these themes in hit 
speeches. Yhsteiday he told 
Che annual lunch of the News- 
paper Conference: '‘This is a 
Heineken recoveiy that is 
reachiag the parts other re- 
coveries could not reach." 

Our Ken points out that the 
current camomic rebound U 
reaching beyond the M25 lu 
the rest of tix couniiy. 

*This recovery has been 
more broadly based across the 
regions of the Uiutcd lung- 
dam tiuui previous recoveries. 
Of course regional (differences 
remain, whether because of 
history, geography or industri- 
al structure. But eadi and 
every region of the United 
Kingdom is benefiting" 
reminds me of Mr 
Clara's recent Mansion 
House speech when he de- 
clared that “the economy is 
not a Pol Noodle - just add 
hot water and stir”. 

FbUowii^ the speech die 
Ireasuiy was deluged with Rot 
Noodle from welPwi^ers. 

No doid)t Ken is looking for- 
ward to sarecal lorries ^ of 
lager rolling though the Trea- 
sury gates. 

The bankruptcy brigade at ac- 
countants Mce Vlhterhouse 
are preening themselves (his 
year after their trainee re- 
ceivers did well in the latest 
joint insolvency examinatioa: 
"AH nine of the firm's first- 
time candidates passed - con- 
trasting starkly with the 
national average pass rate of 
31 per cenL" 

The corpora gravediggers 
are also proud lo announce 
that in the last three years PW 
canefidates have won five of 
the rune availuble prizes. 

What they neglea to add is 
that two of have been 

nice Witeriiousc prizes. 
Question: Is this a conflia of 
interest? Discuss. 

Investment circulars from 
Panmure Gordon's enginecr- 
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Kenneth Oarfte: The drink- 
ing man^ Chancellor 

ing team don't jiBt limit them- 
selves to "Buy no and sell 
GKN." Hany Phillips* latest 
effort also ctwers some “great 
racing at Ncwbuiy". 

The circular dated la.'il Fri- 
day adds: “We take ChetyU 
Laid to win llw Tote Gold Tro- 
phy whilst in the Grand Na- 
tional Trial at Uttoxeter. 
VNfttrrcn Marsion ha.s the np- 
ponunitii’ u.i get hack on the 
winrung trail riiJing Muduhim 
for his boss Jenny Pitman." 

In the c\mu Mr Phillips 
tells me, “Cheryls Lad didn't 
run. sii no one lo» any mon- 
cy, while Mudahim eamc sec- 
ond al six to one." 

This «cms pretty pour in- 
vestment ad\Tce, cspeeiully 
considering our own corre- 
spondent at Uttoxeter says 
that Mudahim was “ciLsily 
beaten hy Lord Oyllene, ’ 
which trolled up." 

Coincidentally. Mike Kerr- 
Dmcm. chief cxccuiK'c of 
Credit Lyonnais Liiing Securi- 
ties, bad his own tioi^ Poly- 
damas running in the 
Newbuiy Tote ^vld Trophy. 

“It came third at c^i to one. 
which veiy gtiod evMtetiderii^ 

aever b^n over hurdles 
before" savK Mr Kerr-Oinecn, 

He and fitf Laing Jk Cruick- 
shank colleague the Earl of 


De l.a Wan own anoihcr 

hiirsc I^een, li^kh they 
ho(ie will dow-cU in iho'ZOpO 
Ouinciis liter {his year. 

On a more pro^ic note, . 
Mr KeiT«Diuei!D. has just 
pixiehed iuiotber pthutu 
client imestment nanaget 
from Ouiller Guodbcai, . 
David Malpas. 

pKinths 4tgo Laing ik CYuick- 

ihank liwcsuncni Manage- 
ment nicked Ouiitcrs' star . . 
team of private invest- 

ment managers. NigelUo^ti, 
Richard Leggood Jdia .. 
Nicholas. 

h Ir Kcrr-Dinccn nav^ thc' 
hicM signing k e^pecudlv Dn- 
pressKv us Nfr Mupaii. ^ 
has been with Ountcis ftv 12 
years, and hvs father IVtur 
"Mulpas was also an old . 
Ouilters hand. 

1ii the Brewviy, Chswcll 
Succt. London, to a lun^ 
eclcbrating “Thc 130th i^- '- • 
nK'crsary CTutUcngc; NEC 
Harlequins vs Auckland 
Blues." This was one of tfao^ ' 
ex'cnts where n\tu take pa^ 
ular cure that om don't spiU- 
your wine on ^tTitc. sihee 
ibe>' could be Jtison Lconanl 
thc gargantuan captain of the 
Quins rughi' team, or Sean 


FiUjXiiriek. the even lar^- 
captain of Auckland and the 
All Blacks. 

ThnnkftilK- the lunch went 
off without incident. There 
w/is some amusement after, 
the k^'al toast lo the Oucen 
when some of the diners 
urged Will Curling to get up 
and s.'iy something - 1 can’t 
think wh)'. 

The i(^ms will play uadi . 
other at the Stoop Memorial 
ground. Twtekenham. riext 
'rucsda\'. The match is being 
spiiasoivd by Reuten, who 1 
hetur were co)»derir^ spon- 
soring he rugby world cup in - 
South .Afrieu two years 
Hay were defeated by (Ik; 
asking price > a cool £()5tn. A 
Ouiits match iiiolm a lot mdie 
afiordabhi. 

John WHIcock 
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Rain dampens trainers’ anger 
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Racing 

^GWOOD ' 

In a nom^ year, it would need 

w be a fairly thin news day be- 
fore “rain in Ffebmary*’ be- 
Me a worthwhile item, but 

1997 B amrthing but nonnaL and 

reports that Cheltenham race- 
COi^ recMved a thorough 
SM]^ on Sond^ night swept 
™ oefore them on racmg’s 
bush teiegrwh yesterday, 

jost four weeks to go to the Na- 
tional Hum Festival, Phiim 
Arkwright, the «lerk of the 
course, brie^ postponed plans 
to water the ^ck aitificiaOy, 
and several tr^neis u4io have 

grumbling about the pre- 
vaOing fast ground suddenly 
fell silent ^ 

Al least they did for the mo- 
ment Thepost of derk of the 
course at Chelte nham is one of 

die most desirable the sport can 

offer, but from the start of 
February onwards, Arkw right 


Bootanaktus-W-posifebare' 

racinc's futures nimkrt. Read- « bold - m this sphtn. with 77a 

era cm catch up wth the latest /lafr/iendfm s Tuesday 


can 1 » fairly sure that each 
morning’s browse through the 
papers win see another 
ye^ grenade or wo headina 
in his direction. ^ 

5®?^ Nicholson and Jim 
Old, both of whom would Kke 
an surface for their re- 
^cctive Champkm Hurdle can- 
odates, Rellssei and Collier 
Bay, wm now be a little happi. 
w. Others, though ■“ Jessica 
Haniiigtoo, who prepares the 
fast-mund speti^ik Space 
pu^r, springs to mind - may 
feel that their own chances 
have suffered as a resulL For 
punters, too, Iong*cherishcd 
ante-post ma^ swklen^* ap- 

pear rather less valuable: 
Some would argue that Ark- 
wrigiit should simply let nature 
talm its course, but the possi- 
of 'Bnn gnond for the Fes- 
tival is not one he is prepared 
to errtertain. ** We*ve had about 
7imii of rain, just over a quar- 
ter of an be said yester- 
d^, “but h'snot as much aswv 


need and although there are 
fronis comity in, mv local fore- 
caster does not liimk it win 
amount to an that much.” 

The "loral forecaster”, by 
the w^, is not an ageing shep- 
herd with a fait of seaweed 
hangingfitBn his portfa, but, less 

romantical^, a contact at the 
&istol weaifaer centre. 

RKMARD EDMONDSON 

NW; Nnugity fiiture 

NBiMrKititwit 

(Avr3L4Q) 

' “You’re never going to satis- 
fy everybody,” Arkwi^u said, 
“bu we have a perfe<^ dear 
pdUqr and we win not dzveit 
TOm it. which is that we should 
pro duc e good ground for ibe 
festival meeting. 

“This is an exceptional year 
aod it is jprobabfy^ing to t^e 
exceptional steps to do that, but 
we think it is in the best inter- 


ests of the majority, and most 
importanify of the safert* of the 
hmses, that it should be no 
faster, 1 consider that win re- 
quire two hKhes of tain betw^ 
now and then, and if not rain, 
aitifidal water.” 

Tlte oncenk of cniise^ 
white inodeni watei^ ^ems 
are adminbfy effi^nt ai cos- 
the ground, no one has yet 
dcrised a ^em to remove ex- 
cess moisiare if the weather 
proves unexpectedly baish. 

“It is a danger." Arkwright 
admits, “but much more so if 
you are watering front Novem- 
ber to January mid ndng on it 
when it's wet. We have two 
courses whidi have not bera 
raced on and as a resuh they will 
take a lot more water." 

The appearance of a tropical 
sionn over the brow of Qeeve 
Hill 24 hours before race-day 
would be excellent news Cot 
'W hUy Sturt, the owner of Col- 
lier Bay, who yesterday con- 
finned that, as expected, 


champion hurdler will defend 
his title on 11 Maidi without the 
hencGt of anotter prep race. 
Ame-posi punters, ihou^, 
seem to feel that Arkwright's 
prayers will be answered, and 
stepped in yesterday to bad: 
M^e A Stood, the loie Gold 
Trophy winner, down to 8-1 
(frran'l2-l ) with William Hill to 
win the chamjdcmship in bis 
novice season. 

Another novice who may up- 
stage lus seniora at the 
is Dorans Aide, second-favour- 
ite for the Gold Cup. Michael 
Hourigan, his trainer, said yes- 
terday that the 1995 Stayers' 
Huidte wtaiOTwiD probab^' run 
in the Kinlocb Brae Chase at 
Thurles on Ihursday, rather 
than the Red Mills Chase at 
GiMTan Park two day's later. 
The biter race may n^ offer 
Imperial Call, who won the 
Gold Cup 11 months ago. a 
straightforward chance to 
record his first victory of the 
season. 
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Cheltenham Gold Cim ntiw^ 


Williamson taken to 50 by Rule 


OBaMmi 

MkliuBa 


e*a (tes 1. a 3 (craWnAm. PusUk 13 KMV *-«Wiann 


Norman ^^liamson's season, 
which began with a break up 
with the Km BaOey staMe but 
wfaidi has produced a sadcfii] of 
big-race successes, reached an- 
oter high poim when the Irish- 
man recorded his SOih winner 
of the term at Hereford yes- 
terday on Cardinal Rule. 

“Anhe beghming of the sea- 
son, SO winners was nqr taiget," 


Wniiamson now a freelance, 
said. “Everything’s going su- 
perbfy well at the moment and 
all those mOes I docked up on 
the mototw^ at the start of the 
season have paid off and I'm 
very pleased. 

“Vt^th Cheltenham and Ain- 
tree and all the big races stiU to 
come hopefully the winnets 
have not slopped flowing ycL" 


>Wliamson*s winners this 
season have induded Jodami in 
the Peter .Marah Handicap 
Chase at Haydock and Master 
'Inhc m Thu Lodbeoke at Lec^ 
ordslown. 

Alex Harvey. 26. a.ssislant to 
OUver Sherwood for five years, 
sent out his first winner us a 
tramOT when High Learie made 
an at PlumptoD. 
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RESULTS 


HEREFORD 

ZOO; 1. RMGBi SUWNE (R fWm) 
2S-1: Z OpHVtta 8-1; Z ^tvestv 40-1; 
4. 0 Mjr law 8-1. 16 m. 5-1 Jl-fM Lady 
MaBiun(piiiBdi<4, Stoiml^tpuaedio}. 
5, Z (G Heno, HednesiBid). Tdlw £38.60; 
£&30, £3.90, £830. £Z10. OR SlO&aa 
CSF: asoS.'Mcaat: £722631. Tfkr Not 
won;£S6a4. 

Z30; Z CMDMU. RUE (N VIMonraort 
4-lWv:ZB00BNM IS-ZZCtaMOan 
14-Z 4. 06nr Dodatt 11-2. lSna.4, 
dsUMfes V wsBama, HembnD.'Mae £330; 
£2.10, £2.70, £230, £2.7a OR £4530. 
CSR £6337. IWHC £79737. 10B flSOea 
ZOO: Z HAUMM (G BBdw) U.-10 ftv; 
Z MooalBllM- 10-Z Z KbiIwWi 6>Z 33 
OIL 2. 17. (C Breaks, Lambounl TbSk 
£ 3.10; £Z6q EZlfL £330. DR £63aCSR 
£1330. Ido: £29.10. 

330; Z mas 1HE UFE OLMnen) 14-Z' 
Z or Itadat 6-Z z BNaar HDrtniBM 16-Z 

14 ran. 5-3 fev Nonheo) angarfiidlBcfui)). 
3-A, 4. (T Georm. Stmud). ToCk £1730; 
£3.60. £130. £330. OR £6230. CSR 
£98j 05. Tncsc £1.79030. Tw; £84730. 
Nfi: Onin Shot Monday CkdiL 

430B Z CMtACOL a DMCombd 6-1; Z 
AiftMo 14-Z Z Welv VVUV 30-Z 18 nw. 
114b*r»cbn0(5lhllVSuZUNailte,NBiii' 
pDn>.1MBc £9LlO;i23Q, £ASa £43a OR 
£57.7a CSR £8934. THk C12&50. 

430c Z MISS MtlBROOK fdrEWWmd 
zi; z CB|wCattB0i 12-Z Z My Mtie 
20-Z IS im. 9^ fW CBUc Mxey (pdad i4«. 
2Z 2Z (D Gottaoity. BitMl- M k £730; 
cun, £630. rzoa dr Ewara csr 

£S537.Hio:£1733a 

530; Z SDDa> DMBOaoN K Mquu» 
92;ZDeia*MtoMar7-l’ZFaM- 
M rw. 8 IML 4, Z (P WHeionti, 
PinMd). IMa: £730; £Z4a £Z40, £130. 
PR £333a CSR £34.4a Traat: £763Z 
JaddflfcNetwn: £223Z77caiiied1enMnl 

15 Lecesurudw. 

Plieipd; fi^pan: fS^SZOS canted. 
ttwdtoteiee a Mf>odw .Q iM4 ^f302 3a 
Pteca ft £159839. Plae* 6 £27535. 

PUJMPTON 

130c z KEKmvMis my (M Badctad 
14-l;ZSunMrVMBMjtWf;ZDa(te- 
IIV »-Z 15 na 9C Jt4W Mhaerls Mattern. 
13, 4. (6 L Moos, Bt0HOiU. WK £3630; 
£530. £130. XZga DR £3630. CSR 
£7435. TiM: £Z4729Z Tn £3930. 

Z20E Z SUPRBNE UUSMM (V SnadO 
50-ZZ HModk 4-Z- Z Moa OM SO-Z 
9 ran. 158 far Nodeaae ON0e {pUted in). 
3W. Z (John Baoy, MawmafUra) TtaCae 
£10530; £83a £133, £S.7a OR £3133a 
CSR £2183Z ntee MR ran. Mk Code (ted. 
liHdEltenaMen. 

Z50sZC00aSB«HB»tWMEFtemS 
13-ZZPnb0efcOn«lar7i2jMtecZBBCk- 
Idd lad 4-Z 9 raw 7-2 Jt-^ Show Ftetn 
(Sim. Z 7. (RAMr. Btendtad Forum).Tata: 
£930; o wn £LS0, £130. DR £10.10. 
CSR £2638. Tilo: £153a 

Z30:ZMMlENaEUAMaCad«l 14-Z 
Z Mr ■Ma«l8-ZZ ApateM fted 10-Z 
9nra 5-4favMdn4i(pultedup). Za (A 
Hanay, BdMpa StonfiiriQ. TOIa: £2730; * 
£330. £2.00 £Z7a DR £9430 CSR 
£183.56. TilK £133.40, 

Z60C ZBUAWMUedlOWMO 10-11 
tee Z Mayin Ma^ 14-Z z KMMy 14-Z 
.11 ran. & 4, (R Itoae, Stoirinnan). Tote: 
£Z00: £Z60, £2.60, £33a DR £53a CSR 
£1533. Trio: £8230. 

43fk L LOMU. NOTE (MrSteKfewd 7-Z 
Z THteat Lad 7-2; Z Saaoy Moant 313 teK 
BaR.tf/hy..tStedn«.im«.Tda:£aaO; 
£160. £zaa DR £7.7a CSR £383Z 

43te Z MKVB4aMB (T J Modte 5Z Z 

Idtehal 30-Z Z mmaal 4:-Z 8 ran. 5<Z . 
tel YMow DMV a 4. U Nedta. NaramO. 
Tote: £430; £Z1Z £230. £330. Of: 
sraaa CSR £90ioz iHeait £4843z Titee 
mona Mfc Ban endn^ Fw (teas. Mtedor. 
(■tecappfc £1367.60. Qaadpe te £5730. 
Pteea 6C £3527.6Z Pteaa 5; £36635. 

SOUTHWBJ. 

- ZlflsZKUiUKntPIDteiZZ'ZDMe-. 

tegOtep* 33-Z Z MaChasavBW^ 8in 
' a a U Gkmi). Totee £3 l 90; £Ze0, £Z0a 
DR £7^. CSR £6634. 

Z40cZSEADEvazOtemoef46-zz ' 
Itediu Wnllii i r 7-4 taw; Z Dab^dt 18-Z 
13 «. 1V4. 1-A <M CamaeM). imk 
£130. £Z60. OR £830. 
CSR £2233. IHo; £1230. NR: B0<4 Jeter. 

' ZlOsZSV^HI^t^ 
m> «* r OteWt 4.p tew; Z PaiullM fteiraBir 
5Z a Dta. Sm-hd. 17. (P HorOiW- 
nuivi- iZ40. DR £630. ,CSR 

- 3^X,-IHRS41(CHBnDeEI&iBan 

kteKeoMO il-4 taw; Z DiMumten^ Pi«a . 

: 4-Z Z B^atlte frZ 8 raw m a (W^ 
savaidM £3.7ft £Z70. £120. OR 

£S3a CSR £1Z79. Trtcasc £7^ 

* WikraHMid4-***°^**-I DBBnM eK- . 

eoam ZZ doad-bate Z R081 ■SBOte a 

Chamod^ 13^ Z iMwa 10-llW 4 raw 
' OeedhaoL 2 !ta IC1hon«on,T08niemT^ 
Head at £230. (tele ftnon £4^ Of! 

£1130. CSR Head GIri. Iteae BwTPh £aiZ 

(tese Button. Hood GM £11 43 . 

43(L Z V I P CHARUE tSSnM 7-4 

far; Z Pat 3-Z Z wtadM ^ 

7 (an. u, Vk. 0 JeniM. iMai S-OCt £160, 

£130. Oft £63a CSR £537. 
wmawM*- Ouiftenr £1430. 

Pteca a £904a place K £ia9& 


2jOO Maegeorga 6ib) 
2.30 WMteWfiow 
300 Dambus 


HYPERION 

3.30 SHOflNG LIGHT (nap) 
4 j 00 Ptomme Stcr o t 
430 BeacMMd Flyer 


6 MN6:Hradka- Good to Soft (Good taplKte):CtaBra- GmdtoFbnniaodtaptaeM). 

■ Bl^tetand. undaldlBS coorae. tearin SSOydt. 

■ Gouiar k ten SB cd cite off 4Z I^iteMer oration (Uradn. a PteKiaa - 9udBeM Uw) 
ten. AmilSSU>N:S9 (OAPslSJ. Fite Mcank. G88 PAIEK Rm. 


■ LBADING TKAINBIS WITB XDMNBISi M Ptee— 1 9 wtenera tem J4 rnnnes gnea 
asiieaMaraUo<f88.7teaiidaloratoatl lc«darakPof£a037;DWIdwlaBu — 14 win- 
nete48mniieak293te, 4£]46.7%lfaaJBbnm^7«iaKn,fl2naBKB, 1054-81987: 
IBw a IJdgW — 4 wteaen, 17 rarniea; 23-54 *81100. 

■ UsmNG JOCIBXB; A HaMe 12 witMn. 06 ridra. 183%, .427. IZ I Din- 
WM4y» 10 WMiMiK, 60 vies, SOii, -12338; M A FItegMaM — B wtencra, 51 ridra, 
173M. -A1332: Wlfanna — 9 vtoaeu. 44 nka. 14.1%. +£431. 
BTJWnt BKDgBST TnffH i tiariw P a r l r .a»Iter.Atelaygoate(a30);CWta8Pa». 
aer 140(0. 

WINNBK IN IBB IA8T S8VBN DATK Ndte 

lONG-IHSUliKX IBNMBIS: Than Cir Oar Bate (4J») tea been sen 305 nda W P 
Bcnm tram HarDTonkM. DylM. 

j^fO^WREN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 added 
2m 4f UlfydS Ptemdty VMw £3479 

ll msi-Z eV«0UE|58(ll|(IR{U8CJBteS)MsCadi9120 Mteteo 

: 2 isusn *raNr*+ 

I 3 04(W SNUMJW(lte(l)}lim(RAHftelMPDMMU114 NWHnam 

.4. wniirai «^>IMnrAU«nmh.lnfM»nTthrnr11in7 -_ ■ 

5 €H»3e IJ K9 5BA t»anWMHa|PVteBigl010S,.; , . ,.u- . ,, lfl d wn i 

6 M1J38 WHWIua{l9m(ktaiatean40llei:>na3lOO~ D5M* 

j 7 SFffiDF «WWCWJM(SiqQmJteamidK»ld9Hte8100 BPnte 

8 DMGQw rin»(r B nniinin(i(ntii)fTTmnriii(te((iia niuiiminn i ro kia 

—8dM4ted— 

>9 i i ^imtet 6 eI fl tt liwaa|8eeBld(Ma;M*«d4pfaWllZM6iraitaifcaa7Z 
Tirmra- t i mrwiiua. iimw n-ra hm. 7 t 'Mw wi; n t rtnpraiiriait. tr f itintB. n i 
Wlklte dan2ftA<MBM ak,TIMtMaMt no*i ' 

WSOsncoReteOoteBimfQt ' 

FORMCOIDE 

MM968IMGE Had Mcraad Ite wedd mde ihe aada as a Chaser and he tot A iWtt at ten 
fowib MRmpc Wan fitei^ an ftoni (tendeni ItaneR n a noMcar handw OMT Ms trip 
a( WMharey. He has the sDopa to fblDw up and has da aanaa for the stttar cduraa. ewM 
Btee won tm of ha tlaea Mwis tear fencas (ate aeann, otanf a notable acstp each tune 
In (Waoni Boy and lad ^fteBO. Ha test lun thte rearon waa a lairaw ddaat by the laa- 
iU (tear Mandate ai Banmr and dan ran a batter race 81 da mud than tai teal poesno 
auMwra aatand WWa H8 and Rhor Mandate aptn at tbiMcasief. He 8 a ioii8> coimwB- 
lorm a chanBB of aabie aaaa ha (eat ran ahouM not atop hini lunwif hkiaual mnura 
now Salor Jtei ws defied ha osual tax-aauwif nto at Unoatar test tune and ha ran 
below ha last re feuth. That doea net bain w cimpate mth ha aaeond to UHd (hflana 
dare bdtn <9ffSatrras or las praiitaia ore wfan pvingwaigK at Htedoeic He a capMite of 
going Neee « (Ik beBL Crepr^ lad toofad carran to be at kate (eaced wtan he Boned 
tar hena to da kad owr dm eoDtea aid dbtanee ka ana only to drep out tanaly and 
taatoniynw.ftneafHnaiwasHewgBLHanadtnBedftadarandtrn^spaBdiln^for 
SaMorJifndhagBteudtettonL SatecMoa; U40GEDRGE 

Fa-oaI VICARAGE CLAMNG HURDLE (OLAK F) £3^ added ^ 
penalty \Miie £2,595 

I 3224-10 aiwrwwifwrpniinifnifTiiitenTtvaini ii iriterariiiDv 

:2 yyia. imBT^ffii|iu^HM«BMfliiaia— m>Bvi-a woMAy 

I 3 0 »«|+^ncn.*«y iSMB—nifft 

4 5UIM9 ■— nraM|nemB)mM»«i«*-*Marairanim ru^-n 

5 •OP3CHg-gaEaOfptetCD)(MB4ng ckO te il BMaahcn6118 L3lt)mlR 

6 0P5B06 ■■■■ufngwar^iimkimhmii^liao^^iis i»-— r“ 

7 ■ 

8 CPOfltP agESTMMOIMirePLrainadMSSlaiqinBgllS RftemdV 

9 SURPP (MMMtllWtetMOKDiPBnteaatROBtMUoSU'S LHnwy . 

10 IUIMBIUip(5(M(MRD(gHa51l5 VMi 

II 00 MaiPrg71(MPNBBg>lSteteteSll& ^VSkaky 

12 m? A8»ErH0W£CU)(BPHmnen4aftlilaBn3112 OSWterQB 

13 0 BACMUNDei(llS)aMWMeaaRPN^5112 llteaen 

14 0460 MM066(19P9Han8PlteieilOJOU MfNaaMB 

15 05 Nunaran 


VMi 

-VSkaky 

Mter^B 


16 0 wiDMieaMpwiteiuPHaisios sum 

17 06P 4PM»IWM(DM(n(UGHyrieaU9itepad<105.*- DQMwB 

18 UKhU)LMtKHBUI«BSnai4103 " — " i 

IS 00 msiuiMtaavTMaioo tw-. 

-ifdaetead- 

SSriMte 2A1Wu,U3«Mtoiaib%lMIR8ila%7-lSteaeky.lMEtela.344.£pactelML 
U-lHBairaclm3(mdchOtart,lOMA35Aitea9aiiBra^Aabteitkii845raWakf,>te>- 
ater, Mi Bteoar. Maw; 381 alkn 

RMBIGUDE 

niUi wnM low breeeed dra on her juKfUe tam and fii9 wna out laa seraon She woud 
hawe been second u Nam in a hsnacap here tf aa had not Wten at da hul (ben. T«e 
wbseqiiaiii outn^ pndueed nothing bntsna wm on to ran on da Flat at Brewtey re June 
and e not beni Mked no senous a quesBon on her mum to hiaian^ alwtes anunwig 
an ewa-montn ateance has not meant trouble. Mate tmaw was net tnuUed to win a 
c tem of tor May Revels at Newcastle hi OecanDer, dnuffi subsaquent eflbna on the Rn 
were not ao ancoura|te<e aul he wee non detafbtft re B hmteap hudte a Chppetow test 
tune, aben hi stranger company: A wachhig bnef B da adwee. Slaadcy has run ha best 
races oner the couna and tea tna out efiaeed home BeecMald Fimr hare. With so many 
yet to preduGC worthwMe Ibmi ho must be daieatKwts at da frnh. Higi l«r has net had 
a let of raereg lAdy. He also seems on da dacine but <M lead a be field of piatere umi 
the second lea at Kunon 8 ian on Thuisday. Ora capabte of onprewnent a Ecpia. He had 
willing focffi up to cnen toitoitgi on da Rat in 1954 ate was nnvig tar die tett une 
nsadaniidantewdiingmnaiHAiraeAmasennghurdteawindBoriecerRiy.stabieniaie' 

Hawanatewnaariy succeeded re the after a MreiptonyMeRlte- ditecitteiBTUUJ 

|9 AnI nfURNBnr maiden chase (class F) £3,S00 added 
2ia tf Penalty ^takie £2,827 

1 ORXW MretePWMiBinrwcrmifftinyftCiwytT-tiR AUdteB 

2 34-2353 MIUBCHWiafftmffiteAfcteCItearCliPW? Jrateft— 

$ (K» OMMCSBmil(»ln(MttncNNBratBpeil5..H-->.~-. ^VSktety 

4 8 W 0 - IWUlKinfOaBgDSjttteCMIWciiitaTGMff rrtS.~, RJWkwM 

5 2S&FP0 (tUStaUMgSMateiGCRmOtMaamSUS.......^ Bteterikma 

6 230435 ■ItraMCgHMaUhMiMra.FIlpahltMB — jc^ 

7 eoOQiFO- PtEHSUnEORlHEGlOlUKSCnwiellJOBMdiruS-. 

B SOQ5 iiCSBCHErflREr(ld)(ChyanBi 0 eyftnnenlralJd)DM£indllS._- 8 WM 

9 QflHi W«HZlK{FNa«(lteETare0»CdxumJ9<Mh-0Gtn^ 60|*k 

10 0 wreonHDliGWffB80rtajaiknStetadPaianMpfiU5...-JlrOM6Ksn 

J1 3-2036P B2DU«R)(7St)|Nn)8MFW5]01O CteMdt 

-UdMtend- 

aomte 811 Bndki84 Okie Panel, 81 Jrat gran, 10ft DraMow, IZl Vbteon 13-1 IM 
SMInB;2S4ettaa 

FORM GUIDE 

Or Royal md Eudipe hawe shown die straiigth Of dm young chaaeia Mann npe <Bs imported 
fiwn Fiance thk nanre and gUOBA does not seem hi^ trad ter he test nre m mis coun- 
vy- Thetw-jeenoid did not hara as good term in France as those tm, but has been placed 
on several OGcewont. The lebk liso has a gwd lbs resene re Clraifte Praret, a ter maid- 
en ludkr wgh dm shape to jump Wmes. DMmkwa chomeO seme pnntee when soyng 
on re dihd behind Tompeioo at Chapatow Cm) on hb second outing ower huidtes and then 
toired three mies toe ter te Deneesur, He finds hhnseir over fences Mter only three outinp 
and • not a napping iiena. Vhbasar a a hffity raced 18yeor^ wan Mile miaage on 
riTYr'- Hr ftil f IT ' mmr rmimT] hffnmhUnirntrnlirnmr nnha nntj niin in ins 
son and he weaaspnn^rethoinarttet When reappeanng there test momn. in such aweaA- 
hr center ..41 race oedns he cored Rmnneptece. SatoctfoB: EIZOSA 

TRIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £7flOO added 3m 
|AoV| Penalty £5AS1 

1 083111 ACrflFP M UM U rUNWUFaowmaawgUD MrRtSMiy(7)B 

2 233P28 MWOMBEMH(miJtaiBK)Mlteel2U12 MtegreM 

3 38MSI INIUIf7CliB((13)nWJTInngeai)JlteB»Sllll NR^maV 

4 SMUG DOMTieillSWFEtlNmiEIttilKligChMC^anUUll MBtey{7) 

5 3U5-121 swawuGHriuiniiteDieitePaniaddaoiiMaresug lumbo 

6 ' «3FR4 1»OOW{mUsTBiam}lilsJRsi0l91ia RItemtB 

7 WBlBBBB(2B|mnWJbiw}R8udterl0115 BlkwM 

8 22-2221 «lMS0flEUI(U7MD)(HrSUMO9Rraind8113 (Ortomi 

9 011806 H«aSHE600arCU)(Mtantae(lSMBlMMe9105 LHmraB 

BETIMfe 82 Shkteg UM Aft Haittk Dnooi, 83 M or PteBraiMl; 182 Ibe «le% 81 MteBOl 
Beack. Itereny Cneh, IM. MB BdMte, 181 Deot TbB Ibi tIMh, 14*1 MMm Ha esoate 
POlWGUIDe 

Act or Paiianiaat has net toohed bate knea Ms test nre of the aeason end tas wen at 
tebidaar. Ludow and Wki ca iion. Rupert WaMey has won on hm suite and Ns ckhn « re- 
wkaMa. YM at much as Act Of Mtement has oonw on. the teet remaiiis tii« SHUliNG 
U 6 HT beat hhn by more than IS len g t hs nno dibd at Htauinmen m November. Shreng 
Uffit haa not stood sM smee then and came bocK alter a narinw detera by Fid Of Lite at 
Erafir to beat (tea Tb The lieaeue going arvey mer two and a hall mnea here, n was net the 
longer np pret beat Mm at Dater i2m IlOyd), rather dial ran had made the pound Mst- 
irp. Shining mean Act 0( Pyrtament on die sama erms sa at V tan e n gaen. Magonl 
Beach waa mahing nrs'iBappaarenee m Staiimg upA race hoe ana toat nuoi aeme w^ 
out to dad n tosiol smre. n wQ not be eate te Mosoni Beate to taid mpranmwa at tns 


agetredMarBaaOraarahasncrrscoDe T*r«vff'-:-«ma'-oidendedairjstra;reRnreorki'' 
onos when he Deal Noraaoy Craah impretanah' re Hunmpton re Oi^ober. He nas noinjn 
smee bre dc cunnec-up <& only tab Bede oh tar 18 wraths That wk Ronunv Ciae»‘& W 
nre of the se aso n and he nas srwe wen ttuenoa 0 " by Dont Tad The WUb at Faterihiim. 
WNIe thaw s Itthreg Detwaan tnen at the weiffits. Dont IrC The Wde cannot be rehed cm 
to jump as wel as he Old then. « nr over hurdinmev nave helped swem The Mow He 
had the form to oe« these re rus best. tMaB BrieUri wtewes eekw *vs best ana any uu - 
pnse mipit come Bom the Towc«ser teec.ar.st Mahae Me Qaoeay. He ran birdev at Lmf;- 
freM last lime and die mora rare the Bede' tor nun. Belarlleii; SHININB UGHl 

Id nni SOMERBY HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 4VD 2m 
Li:!^ PenNtyV^diia £2,721 

1 13 MttK0P0WFRDei|UBteUi>><DliTWVton:»3Mn]lf-. BJokM 

2 1 P0BMCSBGC7gmiS'3»%cr2Ckjr:VPeKll5 JOteanre 

3 3 MBMBnmoHWCSQ'Jga- OgyeoflaiCl?. .....JAMctertv 

4 42P ciKUB$im(iMHF)'T«tai(rBsm Dv-mseiau ...AMagren 

5 P Caiaim6tlNIBBI|t3)'MsE4CM»'DGMA1912 DMinB 

6 6 OOTgM Bl ga/^qgjj WW'RaucWflD!: BPsaal 

7 BMlWniaWesiLiavpsRnieSisllteBhluipslOl?. , 

8 5 (BCB» (lUESr (221 -SltesaniTfasre 10 12 ....... IIH m 

9 004 RMffMMBItmiCUat^teuietkte'MRselOir ..JwpkBms 

ID B Q IHB B B D «itmir»>teiecr.'«tewi[f.Heo 3 iiTl 012 BBdtany 

u 63 M4aKC0MHiUinNU3).lts3Qiin'BOm20l2 ...LAateBtS) 

IT 60 MHWriCEai(7)'MC8MiS)V3aMlD12 

13 242 NOnffilBiRffi'CiHPil.qjcaighyFmairetMnAPN^ BMaede 

14 6 PlteCn.YJtfBWlBH,>teJBn»i 98 OgaaslJM&ata« 101 ? dWyeM : 

15 2 SBeiHNlBfl)V(H)<;CSIalE5on'SSKani013 J I 

10 02030 slERlWCffiUlWdltiPFttMRiOWiiamlDU MCWheV I 

17 0 1WODOFEUIM(lHOOrK»«l4pnN9ici3ltl01^ OMae 

18 443F0 npMU)W|]HIMisJiaeUanit>PD»relO]2 BFwtn 

19 (SMXS(USJU{:kMiB 3 deniMimAHml 97 ■.,_0 flitaghw 

30 Q POEnffmtMteKiHliealfi'UToopiub 10 ... ..JRtebM 

21 5 PREOOUSBUIMO(S7)J>a«ViiPDoC]nl0 7 ISeppk 

- 2 ldedind> 

BbTTMte 188 PanateSeaet;9a Nape Citebkalka, 182 Cbcw Sira, 81 NkthenFlML 194 
Anaa SokA lAft OmK FMcrak Qeaat, fbnt Rpitea. 181 Itawi or Ow FMhra. 281 otteii 
FORM GUIDE 

luteron P«e remedy has a leading contender lor the Triumph HieOie in Whue Sea and sta- 
tdrenate POMBIE SGCRET could jump he w^- into the pcuire. The termer Fiencn+Kuied 
coR. wemer of a ctemer on die Rai at O a uete ma v * . went to Piun^ion for Ns hurrikigde- 
but and was ea^ to bate, suggesbng that peihaps not mute was eqxcied o( Nm. Soon in 
taint, ha shook ed hot tmiume Avanj Express comng to the last and ton could prove to 
have been a good eflbn: wim the second having run previous wnwt Hoh Wbmor to o lenph 
here toe tune betore. Itepp Coudi lna ti pn vwn three bmes on the Rat re hreand anu ran 
seoond to the usrtelThemarid n a teo-mile handcap at Ijsopardsiiwn after he had made 
hs hufrikig debut at Faeyhouse. Ha ran well tor a long way unre late of (mess told txrhnf 
Thne Fartoki^ at ungwbl on tvs test run owet hunSles n Via CDUiiBy kid smuto come on 
ter 8 Ctaia Star seated better at MWwidy last ime compared to rraiber attempts but VOS 
snwe 6 *igwtiBi bhredenng a die dwd last. Haw^ finsned dose bcmi toe useful Scionus 
In both prewous starts he should net be iideo out after one poor nm. Ol toe Fiat winners *i 
toe Held, Noftbo n i Heat ms done best over hurdK&. He stayed wel on toe Flat ted the 
sen course should sue Nm. Arare Steer* dtid betand Desert Mounan a FolKestone was 
a promswig surt end m can wm n toe npn paoe. Steoeaera POMME SECRET 

AQAI QAOSY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
Penalty VNue £2v406 

1 3U5fO 8nMfBRHR|SteUJWMaftaniUsLViaCixn8120 IFTftky 

2 VU24-1 ■atH 0 nunvt 2 (imi 9 HaaMrg<SR 33 rame 6 UZ Altapfte 

3 46S08( NfllBI9tANDgB«)()2)6)KnviliMeHx9ParDtoto4i)J0B9111 BUreos 

4 234321 KMIimpSimS'teDemenTDonnte.TlOU... TEky 

5 52W56 GHU.MB)|lteEH[kbviN^tnia8t09 Rjatamn 

6 504821 8BCWBDR.YER(13)|ag4ksMR[Cre3X>t!VCa-6108 .filbiHy 

7 UOMk 8aBSPUnr|X9(HsM3awteiMTtfidHs510-l NWBBraanaV 

8 80*390 MSriMSlBglSte(iaflMra-.BIjoraa»RRncS<kiCnpP104.._„J(Bme 

*9 dsdMd* 

BErmn 84 Bteta FM 8 184 Ik Modsrte: 10820 mad. 7-1 BeeteMI nycr. 18ft ShkHtarer, 
12 ft nver kted, 14-1 Frat Mratar. 30 -UNB MM 

FORM GUIDE 

KHfAVI came back bwn luo yearn off rath a gooo Uwd a! Banpir m Nmembcr and stoppM 
Ip on mat when clwng home me in- term c^s Lree tveie. He in p n w eo acare :o run oui 
acomtenableseven lerpn winner aate a Ban^ a wceti later and an 8 H) rise moyna pie- 
wemNmfbltewingu 8 Vtaanngavcor ter me firs time braupckjout toe best nm vet ovoi 
hieriles ter Sob's Floy at Towcesier 12 dam agg. He hepr ere wen !o be a dose (ou^ he- 
hmd the heiidicap good dung No Hassle and a sirniiar often would get rum mto a pteco Mr 
Moftartsp may take on Bob's Roy. He tod from toe dute ana was fipiuig teh so wed aftur 
bemg headed at d re sec ond laa toai he woUto mboNy nave got baeii up wivn k-ll ckji 
a the flial dpv at Caitente necenpy. si teewed an ifiorowNl perfamunee, rhu^Ti. berec (■> 
tram the FlaL tore w probably as gia as he is gareg lo pR and a 5to nsc nuki t« oftoid 
ttshnpaade. HehasbeentoRtonTheritosrecetoen. Se tac U u i fc WWTWi 




I HYPERION 

140PD«ticalfoMi8r2.10StarSetocHonZ40MB- 
ftary Acadamy 3ri0 OMbim Street 3.40 Colonel 
fciCiiief4JDJ MI aEio4v40 Merry Masqueiaile 
GOING-. Soft. 

I LeiUknd greiapilig comae; ruHtn 3 1 Qyds. 

CoiBsekBeriewnanA7S8.Ajr staikin (serTtoe from Cks- 
piif) liiL8I)Bil98IOK OtabllZ OrarteUBdlT (a^ttelwlffnte)- 
caxPAPbnce. 


I BUNXnEDRXSTnMBiNnie. 

MINNEIS IN LAST 8 BVBM DATS: D'AteM StTMt (3.10) ww 
UtE(taoBa21iiasdre;)eteM*nawt(4.10)wMiiiraeeaaaiitaes 
UmUGfttlSI&MZ BONNERS: SnrSdeedmlZinjtaBbta scot 
S5S miitetsi Itadde flmCtaireh Mrepdoa, Dktipgm. 

PTZaI IfVYBGARDNCB^HAIOlCAPMTOLE 
((U\SS ^ £2,925 ad(M 

) wn» rauncH.iDBiBCiteRibDnioiiio— .>~.jatany 

2 6MS4 lftSB 6 nirri «l (lM ltekB7lllD.. .......i H lek rai y 

3 OOSH SBBlttA(B3|J(nM$114_„..... PCkteteT 

4 843309 BtWCUB8PI>MBAR»8MW6113....-- — .JBfbrek 

5 »2335B BWrirWC6OTJC8BB5tt^ BM* 

-6 ■ 00Sa8-lBL'SFRBIE(71)PMOiraei6113 ftltebM 

7 on JDESHIWr(llgiiftBMlM9411D PlflMi 

g 056686 MNmeaOBZtlGMNHODefllO IBkfte 

9 OFD ymuBiimipT) maitoininfi : Aiinien 

10 3on>9 guMier enrm iwrOri Muff n r m i ojuaibit 




RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 ± 



0891 2 b ! V /0 1 
!■ n..nt 


taOMS tnwmumif rnrreiininTt Dbiranranwrn 


HYPERION 

150 Le Sport Z20 As-ls 2.50 Steamroller 
Staidy 3.20 Bliios Magie 3.50 BrouglitoM 
PBmwia4.2QSquipe0etTte 
GOING: Suiakito - 

81SAIXS: In - ooMde; tenaindcr - inddb 
DIUW AOTAMAeS: £ow imniben beta III 
■ EgiVnefc aiiAek kMiaiid. aliMP muliilatlfig camae. 


^ WM«fa) iM | i araria. -. *mi«>!a f»fcABigidomeaffl.CAB 
P.&Kg: (teib£3; paatandk free. 


I pv-iMwiaim wia»iFipne.r^i.-«««niMtrM»k fwaorecn (ZaPl 
r^HNNERS IN XSEimSEVENltAXS: Aiello Bed (480) won 
a Ungfldd Irai.itead«;'S«iin Conie (430) mn te VUm- 
. banqneiikte'Wbanee^. ' 

-LONGJMStANCX JtONNSS: A*ft* (ZWJ * Dowbi* Espwi*. 
ab tSJ58) 'a(s»‘318 Bdfcby M Jotnsban from WfrMIriwiw , Ttath 
■ niaiimibreiiiili fT T) ft Page B 09 (430) aem XTD 

ndes br P. Hselan frora UddlefaaiB. (teth Tortahire. . 


«l*ue iiepic 20K Ike Mtecap rreWc OtaMB Me sat 9ta 
BEmNk 81 Jm IbHk 4ft. Nk Da enraan, 81 BBIte Pika, 7ft (tarteng 
taeeii.l)irnirffriieei.m~ipteTliiiilRi.le^kTfMli.TftT)M 
eye Cbelra. SBkpdARUObifBee Bkk 

fTlnl nVBl DOON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,650 edded 2m 

1 0000-1 INNC4RCUDICEe8)miiitoMltaClk61113.-PiavM 

2 132-504 C0MMdllB0MM>PDWJBbdk6116— -APratera 

3 6310 SnwgaECaONgUWJItaelreSlOT^BHtebradW 

4 ameu- MHBaf MOBBMD pgaKlgBMiaggpKTlD6.., Blltll i ii y 

5 15003- OWii0BBBp7B)mJFeGeaH51O5 FCkbeiiy 

-SdMkHd- 

BEITMk 84 Horeetta Gbefte, 184 Star Sakcdon, lOOftO Ok- Rtekt, 
4ft Him N""MA 981 OHBM Skkd 

[TZinl river CREE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
I^^Vi £3flP0 added 2m Bf 

1 6M361 40MpS8(U)(qGMUewe7120 BBrallqi 

2 M3 IIUDUffAfillIfM7(}teGlidtadlB120 FCtrtMy 

3 4 AusBBwatoaMjaneyeiir ibcskny 

4 0 BOBD0lBIME(nFMiB0i6117 !..Jtllgdn 

5 8P5 ratienMHTMpii)wn.tratr7Tir nwi» 

6 flBIEffiCWKITJJOTkiBll?,.., AOraiiM 

7 8030 maMWMrpi)M«UPMi.yBH7 Pi— a 

8 0 in»LSIBiaa7)0UMw6117_: ICteMrei 

9 5004 8UNNnflmCiqFUORe0l5ll7 ADobM 

Ifl 1380 D0UeUIMSH|89DMfttm4ll3 DJMaeUt 

11 0482D UIJflUDBBtt9)FBBMnnB112 BtaaiMn 

12 eaw JUSrP)Etgll)liWPTtnnicm011?.- Jtked 

13 OOOWO l«miiUCKiaiwyBW«BU2...-a.,..^8CdM 

14 ODFSFD HimTRBinifnrf7Tliniihrii»ni7 fllaang 

-14' ^r ‘ rn l 

BEI1Wte86Mitaytaktotay,5ft.Mli.81CbemDn.81Kk«aeMt, 
181 (byten eeaap, 14ft BOtele DHb,381 Mete*, 38leibM4 


Tegl HURST POINT LMITED STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,300 edded Im 

1 041613 GHMXanUICP4m(B6AM9>iMW594~ 

irTmNirTrn” 

2 3213ft0 l»fBRDMI{7)ntta&vKdte(rftr881..^HteHd8 

3 3SD-122 lll8S6HE}GLIion691 ... snpnrthl 

4 000002 NC»SMft(U5temMI«d9Mte8813 ftCta«3 

5 008484 l£SP0ei(U}gRONntec4 8l2 km l BIralr CnTg 

8 4-2P1BD 5 rO < Or8 i m f m BE(7)|gl|WP6BMr8812., 

■ a BanM 5 

7 &B4&3 wiaEiiBrsRiairpteia8uiitefi8i2.«ssrereke6 

6 530608 WBUyfi8lWBEB0r(2£«JLEyie4813.3Bucf*y(7)« 

9 UDQ28 BNBTBWMUIBH|B0iC0)(aKHnin8U4g9 

- - ru MkawB 

BEnMte3fttolBorL82IIIMmtellVii,8’lWM>Ur8SiMetin- 
hetate; Tft AHwr Dtai 81 ID CM iapv ttefleiai (Joe. 16-1 Spenmte 

gwram. 204 HMIqr taite 8 ftr 

(75^ DUN6ENESS POtCT CLAMM6 SIAKBS 
(CLASS Q £4,025 added 3V0 Im 2f 

1 004-123 OME«BeilRir(iamiBqPUaii93.8taan4V 

2 8 S«RRBltY(1306LUot«93 _ 8 tedenl 

3 508513 ilS«(13}(DMUJimBn89 DHteradS 

4 M44 IBBMmiM(miliWBereM 88 W(Q«b2 

-4d M i ai ed- 

BEnBMt80 Aata, 8 ltetete«Z SftSMFteK IftftUgBteM 


IQ ini RnfERemWN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 3m 3f UOyds 

1 439Sin mRBUeMBEETtSWteaSUa FCetakiy 

2 3UF5F NMIGMIVnnUIE(5)(QJJ<nto>BU3 BTwtel 

3 3Q15P6 MeErUHPaRUslVfteMSlOlQ Anketaii 

4 4«05 gRHffDESnmaOJGakleBlOlO ftcretev 

5 PD0403 GUMIDCWU»0r(lBIJMiade7]O]O RJoara 

6 QS»3 JUDCBIIIS<»FDIM(iaUnJSaqrl01010.J»C9kny 

7 0000-53 MOOtlBOIMOtiq LIMP 7 10 BBlMre 

6 0-40006 POCMCMOilHEnwStoerTlDlO RHetaMbn 

9 40R)U6 QieMU.a«SSEFrBE(kragl010LTIbtanOkMiHO 

Ifl 8006 SaiMMBVrSEVERE(7)EBai71010._ BFIten 

U 4P BnBNeHUQIWr|SG(Bf)6tada«81010 ADeteta 

-Udidraed- 

BFnfHb5-3HiHWe Bwnft . llr4 I W l M ei 3 t nm .77((ra|M) in Bl W l . 9iT 
tlBikd4mray.81ltel«laraCrabfta.l8l.<tobarljrep.881Poabe 
6tebe,381fllliki 

l-a^AI RIVER TIG NOVICE CHASE (CLASS ^ 
L±L!^£4J}75a(Ued2m^llOyris 

1 12TO B*U.YUtalX7)WKBV611U.......-......-.-ASSM 

2 XZS-IO )«DEMIMlE(2l)JQmn7UU >Nkn 

3 Q32H21 MingnMr|15)iqPMtetolOUll Mkbbk 

4 (711683 00UHBMaflMa0)Cnitea7ll4 FCwbray 

5 FFPP-06 D6SPIIIKIEDeiS|Zl)FMby6U4........ WDerai 

-Sditeed- 

BEUBita 84 Mr UtoB, Bft Clteal ta Cbkf. 81 getete, 7-1 Ura DB 
Neita, 1081 Derawte 

e "4 n I LOCH ENOCH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,500 added 2m 

1 11221-u icnasirSM>(2l)9Beamre7i2a RSrepk 

2 I>Q1F35 auamTRNL(U)^lMLVnjsgM911l3— Ataetee 


lAcnl bishops rock stakes (class 0} 

£4,900 added Im 2f 

1 S0113 5IBllM0UBSlW(iyBOWCCatr41Dl DRgp* 

2 OH «MttO(R)(10(l!NIWBnB4913 DHotedS 

a 033010- MIKASE(12a(D)flAiaus49U .-SftradiwS 

4 135858 ■MllMirREDP7RPHeCie'497,..._ HIBtedai 

5 41213-2 D0IBU ia»mM S5)(OWMJteCT38 2 ^ 

-Sdraieed- 

8EniMft »07taraarte8taite. llriAlkira.>ll)o i* li rtawnB ,l fla 

BrOrertBeAlA-llMBAm 

r ogn lPURLSTON MEDIAN AUCTION MAB)EN 
STAKES (CLASS £3300 added 3YD Of 

1 - 2 BKSHMGmmUBMSO — ....aiMteNrSB 

2 0004 B0N6UG5r(ll)TjNaiplDn9O — .JiHolradS 

3 03302ft CASUASMmJUXmPHktaeSO FlkrteeSB 

4 383 n O fTPSW W D fMRWnnaiBO 8FmaB4 

5 000-5 WetrQFAMBMtlSJ9ieehte89 „.ADifrB|l 

-Sdraiaied" 

BOIBlta U Bbks 84 iWfcy Spreiqb 7ft taC7 or taebk, 81 

CBMa itaHv 7ft Brer teat 

[q S?'1 EDDVSTONEHANDKAP (CLASS F) £3,300 
added 2m 

1 5S3-131 GUFRaSSmtIQtCIPHeteBlOO -F'teiteynSB 


3 S-6U4 0ICRBt1NEF0ri3S)(CD)Ui5AravronirU]0 

Mtetar 

4 3335L-1 moUtSPUNTmCMltoiaeSllJiTn. 6CMftl 

5 152-113 mUEM0{lB|3U:r.w«i8110 ADebbk 

6 R41FD EM DW uraaiwmiajSratet 10106- BSimy 

7 338506 aeaiMIBIVOBIIDtrHattolOlO.' KJteHM 

6 4Q8Pra PlMVtlDGttCll7)(nDMX.»l£il0n 

. _ ___ _ -ABdMl Brerwrei Of 

9 Tawe IMMIIltaBrilMimClSCtee'iriPC. MIktanay 

-Bditeed- 

ttraw^Mpt- lCi4 Tiuerraucr^k^fis Flmv OdCrawSH l.Tte Muiffra 

Urn 3s 

BgHMB: 84 itaBipe, lift Ikttaitgr Stei. 3ft IBelWki PlHt 7ft Bk» 
kiltal. 81 ON Fra ibe Pec. 181 Sraer Sm^. 381 FMni M moe, 

r~ ‘ “nnkiin] ‘*n 

\A Af\\ RIVER ATR MAIDEN NATIONAL HUNT 
IZ;!^ PLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1^ added 2m 

1 CNMHOlffwSmiih&llS.... ..StmerlSl 

2 eMBVMICShtelnresus MrCBoOTa 

3 a jOStDdOjranreGUS NHnedw(7) 

4 34 lBWIIMqiaiiaBt}B)llnN>(kwk)61t3..8leem 

s NOBaBBCNBjrteteusu^ Fleebyite 

6 f— rMTIT -TTiiltiiwiwim 

7 3 BO»ffPBBM14)rthBnai;3 GteB 

8 UBKoooG^towtouua jeRHrei 

3 WtMB SOCLE J <ar.su 3 MrOSWay 

10 p. eiBsa*PE{iua.ivrep4!oi2 sitaMiitim 

U O0OUCVML’:%M>Wrara4U:2_. teMKapM 

12 S GHMK4llt|2«3Vr8<:i0 7 XCrekpdkPI 

-U decNrae- 

BEIIIN6! SB kreiy I hipi i rtei . 4ft we nbwmlrdp . 7-1 DeWiMaQLZl 

lieeeiLnUte(K<WiraBite«l>.181ErabyBk»3MT)4iigriiii»l«. 

33-leton 


2 63U2: tBonmiiiiausfJinpRLLtefteBHMfi?^ 

DHBM8 

3 6UESr«llMCEe6)|BO)eLUoaeS3S.tedrHaRlt4 

4 602-dl Ml0U6HnNSnRIIUU(21)XDlttlAnT7^5-.. .. 

DRMeCMeBg 

5 62:&C3 COtEBBNEIBIICSHtSwVid^J ..ACMIB 

6 3COe05 BUIEAIBII0inL|19|VS&.Tw&7!3 NMw3 

T soar pnMfleMNCE{7)Uny,re^77i:... G8 m»kB7 

8 £45 CUtSaB«0»Rir(15l(C|Ji.£('r:i>7J&..8Fftntb(nS 

■ Bikcfwed- 

Umrurweifn VJQa iw.ivris^jiw^bOeu.'rAv.'f .' 687 . 

BEnBNfe 84 MMtHtegte 82 tetfiMi FteeM, 7-2 Sitataw Sira, 
8ftCkrateitstek.l8iereteg(,l81BtaeMflajte,18i0iieKi8 
Brace, 281 Fynftle Ikoce 

fTTi^ NEEDLES HANDICAP (CLASS 0) £4300 
added 5f 

1 012061 MBCBOr(36l{CqF’‘irem8!07 BDmml 

: 4Q088! MB0MMienSltC8Ulltrk8L-l«B5912 JXIelteT 

3 C1U45 MRfftOSnrOOMeUDIftJbvciSFU. -.BSradma 

•> SOBBORRlD8Ell4)(a)jai8]er599 DHktenS 

b svaoo^ PRaBXLYSMM>(lSa)IG8).Var4d9:> _Wi^3 

6 833150 w>gaiM«C0McaJUBrmaa4-wniiiktatei(T)3 

7 Uftia M0III)BPf7|in»Gt«Mie891i;toi.CiiWyMenk6 , 

8 aOClMl SqmCGDBIBE(08C)tote'5A13.7»i..JLIiulHiM4 

-Bdeteed- I 

BOiMte 04 9*8* Cite 83 ngrbCK 5ft Mr Rottr. 81 ikbe Itadci 

w-a ~- m e r Tt mTTTrr* T1 Vulnfflwf IfliniTiTreHr , 


Davis 


Snooker 


Sieve Dav^'A'hoM lounuutwnt 
tipples are usually tea aiui milk, 
purtiud into the eurfv' hours 
yesterday after winning the 
Bcoson and Hcd^ Masicra ti- 
tle for the third time nith an ex- 
iraordmaiv Iti-S \iaoty over 
Ronnie OSuilivan ai Wembkn 
Confcmice Centre. 

“1 am g»Ting to drink u lot of 
beer. There's no wav HI be dri- 
ving home after this,'* Davis 
Slid, after an amazing recoven 
which saw him iwunurn an S-4 
I O'SuUivan udvanluge- 
j The sL\-tinK*s world and L’K 
' champion 8 on - the 

largest single eheque ot liis l‘*- 
year proi‘es.sion:i) earcer - and 
. gpt hV. hands on a piece o{ sit- 
verwaro for the first time sinsv 
uaptiiruig the Welsh Open in 
januaiy 11 ^ 5 . 

In addition, a I .^ 1 ) clearanee. 
which uus the highlijflii of a su- 
frume finishing burst, secured 
the event's Ll.*i.tKK> highest- 
break Nmiis. The mo com- 
bined 10 carry D.'tvis's UHai 
career eumin£P> over i.'4Jim. 

“This has got to go down as 
one of my best-evvr perlitr- 
mances,'' '39-yeurHfid Davis 
saUl. His unuifitaUed career uv 
tal of titles now stands at 71. 

Davis cited a summer fitness 
regime, new- pirhiicc purincrs 
and an easier, freer “cue action'' 
aspotaubk factiirs behind his re- 
turn to the limelight. 

8 ENSON AND HCDOeS MASTERS (Waiiw 
btayCeidlirancbtetel fl BbfcSftiigiEryj 
M R O'Sulinan ilrw 10 - 6 . Frame eeem 
nM»tbeO:u-U^81U, 72-13, 384>.'. 
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Double spin 
slows McRae 

Rallying 


Britain's Colin McRae had to 
settle for fourth place w> Ken* 
ncth Eriksson snom to vicioiy 
on home sivU in ine Swvdish 
Rall>'ycfsterda>'. McRae's chal- 
lenge ended when he twice 
spun h'is Subaru. 
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Forti 45:13, 10 S Blemovut tSwM Fate 
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sport : 

WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN: Qualifiers present England and Scotland with contrasting challenges against Italy and Estonia respectively 


Zola has 
mark of 
distinction 


Ital/s poc''.et-sized playmaker is ready to 
walk tall at Wembl^, he tells Clive White 


N ot since Ossie Ardiles 
brou^l his wQes to these 
shores has a foreigner 
made a bigger impact on the 
English game ~ nor been more 
adored - than Gianfranco Zola. 
And the latter seems to have 
managed it in half the time. 
Now, just as the Falklands>\^ 
temporarily interrupted the 
love afiair between En^and and 
its little Argemiman, so 
tomorrow's vital Woiid Cup 
game at Wembley threatens to 
come between the nation and 
its diminutive Italian. 

Chelsea’s aitfiiJ striker poses 
England the greatest single 
threat to their hopes of reacta- 
ii% the finals in France next year. 

about biting the hand that 
feeds. Just how Glenn Hoddle. 
the England coach, chooses to 
deal widi a [riayer he tried to 
himself when mant^er at Stam- 
ford Bridge could well deter- 
mine the outcome of the game, 
if not Group Iwo itsdf. 

lb mark or not to mark, that 
is the questioa “It’s not a prob- 
lem ftrme," ZoIadaiiDed. 'I han- 
dled It mai^ times in Itafy. I have 
ph^agai^Cen- 
rile, Costacuita, 

Viercbowod and 
Bsrraia, so there is 
nothing defenders 
can do to me in 
England worse 
than I've already 
hadliieycanman* 
mark me but there 
are 10 other playeis 
on the pitch." 

Yet three of 
English football's 
journeymen -Lu- Zola; ‘Intui 
cas Radebe 
(Leeds United), Peter Atherton 
(Sheffield Wednesday) and Des 
Lynlc (Nouk^am Fbrest) - 
ea^ suooesiulhr drawn the 
little man's sting. Indeed 
Wednesday tried it both ways: 
for the first 20 minutes, they at- 
tempted to deny him space and 
found themselves two goals 
down, one of them tw Zola. 
They then put Atheiion on 
him and ended up drawing. 

“He's a wonderfully instinc- 
tive, intuitive little man." David 
Pleat, the Wednesday manager, 
said, “but no player is happy 
when he's marked de^ite aD this 
rubbish that [Chelsea manager 
Ruud] GuUit has come out with 
to the contrary." 

C^inion is pretty much di- 
vided on how to deal with Zola 
and even the Forest coach. Uam 
O'Kane, thought England would 
be better off concentrating on 
their own gome. Their man- 
marking job was batched be- 
tween the caretaker manager. 
Stuart Pearce, and his old For- 
est and England team-mnte. 
Des Walker, who knew Zola 
from his Sampdoria days. 

It has not tud much c^eci in 
six-a-sides at Oiclsca. though. 
Dennis Wise was given the task 
the other day. “He's got happy 
feet." Wise .said. “He jinks one 
w^' and then the other and then 
it's see you, in'ii." 
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sie Ardiles Whatever the tactic, Zola’s 
lies to these toothy smile must ^ geltiug 
a foreigner broader by the hour, thii^ing of 
)act on the Wembley's open spaces. For a 
been more player who regards English 
lancoZola. hratball as “a paradise for play- 
ms to have makers like n^IP the nari pnial 
f the time, stadium should be like manna 
klandsW^ from heaven to him. 
rupted the And to thi^ at one time 
inland and Zola feared that at 5ft 5in be 
Liman, so might be too small for the Eng- 
iVoiid Cup lishgaine.*rbeseedsctfseIfdoubt 
fareatens to were sown in the Cup-Winners' 
nation and Cup final in Copenh^en three 
IQ. years ago when, as a Parma 

triker poses player, he came not so much 
test single hice-to-face with 'IbiV Adams as 
» of reach- face-to-belly button. “Adams 
ce next year, didn't even have to jump to win 
e hand that the ball’' ^la said “It was a 
nn Hoddle. joke.” One has a horrible fed- 
. chooses to ing that it might be the Arsenal 
tried to mao who is belittled tomorrow. 
leratStam- The Sarffinian has taken to the 
well deter- En^ish ^me and the English 
if the game, way of life like a true cos- 
sdf. mopolitan, his success following 

} mark, that his £4.Sm move predicted by £eP 
notapiob- lowcountiymanGiaaluca Vial- 
med^llian- li with a remark he must have 
Italy. I have later regretted. “Zola is one of 
those players 
bring strtteisgood 
fortune,” he s^. 
Certainly Mark 
Hughes, who 
looked to be on his 
way out of Chelsea, 
would second 
But then if you can 
bhitoffwithRuKti- 
ao^^rilla,asZoIa 
did in bis fira season 
at Parma, scoring 
39 goals between 
Zola; ‘Intuitive' talent them, you can play 
vritin anyoae. 

er Atherton Zola professes to have fali- 
^) and Des en in love with the game again 
1 Fbrest) - at Chelsea after foiling out with 
hr drawn the Carlo AncelottL The Fanna 
g. Indeed coach insisted on plaj^ him in 
both ways: a wide midfield potion, about 
tes. they at- as daft as Johan Cruyff playing 
n space and Gary Lineker on the wing at 
two goals Bar^Iona. 
n tw Zola. “It's the most rela:md Fve 
[heiion on been in my career, and that’s im- 
Jrawing. portant because my football is 
illy insUnc- instinctive," Zola said- “Here 1 
lan," David can get away from it and spend 
ly manager, time with my family, so that 
;r is happy when it comes to matches I'm 
i^ite aD this much more interested in going 
:a manager out and playing." 
ne out with A favourite of the former 

Italy coach. Am'go Sacchi, who 
ir much di- picked him ahead of Roberto 
J with Zola Baggio for Eum 96, Zola is now 
x»ch.Ljam keeping the richly talented 
would Alessandro Del Piero waiting 
ntrating on for a regular place in Cesare 
fheir man- Maldini's team. As understudy 
atched be- at Napoli to Diego Maradona 
r manager, (from whom be learned his 
lis old For- free-kick cunning) Zola knows 
leam-mnte. what it is like to be kept wait- 
knew Zola ing for that precious No 10 
days. shirt Now England need to get 
ch effect in to grips with it. 

;!a. though. Arwes resolved his own oon- 

vn the task fiicting loyalties to club and 
i got happy country ty heading off. tem- 
e jinks one porarily, to France. Let us hope 
erandthen Zola does not follow suit •> lee- 
ways not without us. 















Paul Merson takes a breMc from training yesterday for tomorrow^ Wembley meet ing with Italy Riotograph: Peter Jay 

Opposites attract Hoddle 


S even years and 10 caps 
separate I^ul Merson 
and David Beckham, but 
in other ways they are two play- 
ers sharing the thrill of starting 
out on the intematioaal road. 

Part the healing process for 
the rehabilitating Merson in- 
cludes viemng today, and all 
that life brings to it, as if yes- 
terday never happened. 

Should he be chosen for 
England to face at ^m- 
bley in tomorrow's World Cup 
qualifying tie, U be li^ 

ning that first precious call-^ 
for his country all over agiw. 
When he nert climbs the win- 
ner's rostrum with Arsenal, it 
will be with the enthusiasm 
known to those who beUeve suc- 
cess is something that only 
comes to others. 

Truly, the 2&year-old Merson 
is a man for today and tomor- 
row. The dark hours of yester- 
year - «4ien drink and drti^ and 
gamblir^ placed his sanity at 
risk, let alone the remnants of 
a once flourishing career - have 
beeri swept away. 

Tliat became clear yesterday 
when he was asked what he re- 
membered about Giaafiaiico 
Zola frxim Arsenal’s Cup-Win- 


Trevor Haylett meets a pair of gffted 
England players vvitir one goal in common 


Ders* Cup victtxy over Parma in 
1994. “Not a lot,” he replied, 
“But then I can’t remember a 
lot ^xnit any of the two years 
before my problems were re- 
vealed. 1 haw just pushed eveiy- 
tliing aside and started ^;ain. 

the England caps and 
medals that 1 won before I've 
given to my dad and in toy own 
mind I hawn’t really won any- 
thing yet Nobc^ told me this 
was the right thing to do, it was 
just something I decided upon. 

“There were some good 
times in the but 1 can’t hon- 

estly say I enjt^sd any of them. 
It’s like diat Cup-Winners' Cup 
final People s^ what a gr^ 
feat it was. but I did not eiyoy 
it tike everyone else could.” 

Merson's veisatnity enhances 
England’s attacloDg options as 
Glenn Hoddle, the Eng^d 
coach, jiffigles with a number of 
possit^ tomatioDS^riifle await- 
ing the final buUedn on who wQI 
- and who won't - be avaflable. 
Merson can pl^ as a vride mid- 
fielder or further forward as an 
auxfliaiy striker, just behind 


Alan Shearer. It is from that po- 
sition that he still demonstrates 
the stooting prowess that first 
announced him as another 
Highbury youn^r with in- 
temational posi^ilities. 

Hie says he isiiow eig'oying the 
best football of his career. *^e 
difference between Paul Mer- 
son now and the one of two 
years ago is unbelievable. I 
have bera in the England squad 
the last two times and it's nice 
to think there is a chance to 
play. If 1 start the game on 
W^esday it will be another 
test for me, but the stnig^e stili 
goes OIL The eaaest thing is to 
get to the mountain top; the 
bard part is to stay there.” 

Merson's myriad problems 
stem from an inability to cope 
with the fame and Uie re- 
wards that come with it. With 
no sign of a brake on football's 
accelerating popularity, we 
should be thankful that in 
Beckham both England and 
Manchester United appear 
blessed with a prodigious tal- 
ent whose temperament \rill 


help him cope with most 
things that come his way. 

A fourth intematkxial cap for 
the 21-year-oId from Lejfon- 
stone Ici^ a certainty ami^ all 
the ife and buls that surround 
Hoddle's selection. It is a mea- 
sure of how far Beckham has 
come in such a short ^ce of 
time. At the start of the season 
he he was not sure of his 
place m. CMd TraSord, but from 
that first game at Wimbledon - 
and his memorable goal finm 
half-way - it has been success 
after success. 

“Yea" he ssys, “if I felt the op- 
portunity was there to tiy a shot 
like that on Wednesday 1 would 
do h. Of the goals I have scored, 
that ranks as the best because it 
was so different from the resL 

and Glenn Hoddle have both 
been very enooura^ng and told 
me not to be afraid to miss." 

The incessant questions, the 
cameras, the hangeraron - noth- 
ing seems to faze him. “1 really 
enjoy seeing thhags about me in 
the papers. Perbajs h helps that 
I was once a little kid with an au- 
togr^h book myselfr ff you are 
in the public eye then you have 
to put up with these thing s." 


Gig^ commitment questioned 


GUY HODGSON 


The Republic of Ireland are in 
P-arHifF although who is present 
b not botboring Wales at the mo- 
ment half as much as who is miss- 
ing. *Ihe piiodpali^hasgot itself 
into a laxhtt about Ryan Gtg^ 
and for the first time the senti- 
ments fell fer short of adulation. 

A record of no appearances 
in friendlies has uirned 
a portion of tbe public into scep- 
tics about the h^chester Unit- 
ed winger and tbe mood is not 
particularly wholesome. Local 
papers have questioned his 
commitment to the country 
and, according to reports, even 
his grand^iarents have appealed 
to Imn to turn out soon to spare 
them from abuse. 

Giggs is cte Wsish player as fer 
as the put4ic is ooocerned and his 
absent with a calf strain has 


oveishadowed other no-sbows- 
seven in all In theory, the friend- 
ly with tbe Irish, will not 
name their team until this morn- 
ing, was to prepare the side for 
nestt montii's ^rld quali- 

fier against Belgium, ftistrad ft 
has b»»me an experiment Bob- 
fay Gould might feel be could 
have done without if they lose. 

'fo «nBnpnimri the man- 

ager's frustration, tbe fez from 
Old Thiffoid withdrawing Gig- 
gs arrived 24 hours late and tbe 
stoiy appeared in newspapeis be- 
fore &)uki was infCHin^ “If the 
lad is injury I have to accept 
that,” he said. “1 would never 
ebaflenge a manage r if he 
a ph^ is not fiL The last thu^ 
1 want is coofronlation." 

The Welsh public would be 
perfec^ h^)py to confront Gig- 
gs or, in particular, tbe Urn'll 
manager, Alex Fsigust^ vriio te 
seen as the true ^ain of the 


piece, but if they doubt the 
commitment coming from Man- 
cb ester they are a^ured about 
Nottingham. Mark Crossley, 
fee goalkeeper, makes bits 

ddiutwith inanagerial approval 
already ringiag in his ears. 

Cro^ey, who was born in 
Barnsl^, persuaded G(m^ to 
pl^ him by hard labour off the 
field as much as on iL “The way 
he has done fee work to prove 
his ehgibDity for Whies is a quai- 
ls I haven't seen before,” be said. 

Karl Reac^, the Qu^’sRuk 
Rangers centre-back, also 
makes his debut in a side which, 
with Vintiie Jones, Barry Hixne, 
Marie Hushes a^ Jo^ Hart- 
son, is unlike iy to be accused of 
feint-beartedness. Indeed the 
ptt^pect of that coDection com- 
peti^ against Roy Keane could 
have blood-sports protesters 
filling the stands never mind 
football supporters. 


Regrettably the National Sta- 
dhimwfllbethrBe-quaiietseinp- 
tywhiefa means what could be Ps^ 
NfoGrafe's last appearance in an 
international in Britain wfll go 
laig^ unnaticed.Tbe 37-year-^ 
returns fiv fee Irife, refr^hed by 
a new marriage and a low alcohol 
ftitake, and ^ pft his patched- 
tpgBtberbocfyit^jQStHii^es. Un- 
fortunately for the Republic's 
prospects, fee Liverpool defend- 
er PhD Babb was foioed to wfth- 
draw from their squad yesterday 
wife a knee iiguiy. 

You could it the tqjeing 
ma tador against fee raging bull 
Could po^ fee question to his 
squad yesterday whether there 
is such a thing as a Mendly. 
“Defim'tety not," one soft voice 
repDed. U belonged to Hughes. 

1DMLES; Ciuwlay (FtaOm Forest): RmA 
(QPR>, Sp^ (B«rton), Sjjpnian (Wsi On^ 
H ehhecn (Oiarltan), Home rBn-wWwm. 
jenei (Wmiedan). PembiWse (SnefT^ 
UCt AnnFiflhsrn}; Hartson (ArseitdQ. Hll^ 


Nicholl heads Millwall exodus 


CATHERINE RILEY 


Jimmy Nicholl, the MiUwall 
manager, and his assistant, Mar- 
tin Harvey, were yesterday 
sacked by tiu Second Dhri^on 
club's adlmuiistiatois. 

Twelve players have also been 
put on the transfer list and the 
chief OECcutlve. Graham Hortc^ 
made nedundaoL The fbrmer 
MOiwaU manager John Doefaer- 
W win take conuol of team af- 
feilS and aPstaffwhn are sta ying 
oahave been adted to take a 10 
per cent drop in wages. 
AdmniistratoisDmfid Budiler 

and Lee Manning sakh “These 
cuts were alw^ seen as an b- 
tegral part of fee way forward. 
It K a very painful but necessary 


process. Both Mr Hortop and Mr 
Nicholl have been very loyal to 
the club, but it was our view that 
changes needed to be made in 
both areas to stimulate success 
both on and off fee field. 


a planned redi^'on m fee pfey- 
ii^ squad. wQI contribute ap- 
proxiinately £1.5m a year in 
savings. As well as concentrat- 
ing on savings, we are lool^ at 

every area of improving tbe 
dub’s income and exploitmg its 
exceUent fecflities. 

“There is a huge amount of 
hard work stin ahead and the fi- 
nancial position is still critical 
Tbe club wUl only survive wife 
the help of fee suraxrrteis.” 

Roonie Whelan is waiting for 
a referee’s report on whidi bis 


job at Southend could depend. 
The Roots HaD manager was 
suspended by the First Divisioo 
chib yesterday and bis assistant, 
Theo Foley, dismissed. 

Soutbendactedaflcrfeepair 
were tenisbed to the stand fee 
lefeiee dhriagSatuid^dereat ty 
Manchester Gty. They bad been 
angered ly a taifele from Georgi 
lOnUadze on FfiD GiideleL 

Vic Jobson, the Southend 
chaimian, laid fee blame for the 
inddeot on Fol^. He said: 
“^ley was soiior in age and ex- 
perience and should have re- 
strained Whelan. This is fee first 
time' any thing like thij; has hap- 
pened while I have been in- 
volved with the dub and 1 take 
avety serious view of iL This is 
certainly not the sort of disci- 


plined leadership tbe pk^'cis re- 
quire in our current situation.” 
John Tbsback ended the most 
trying period of his long man- 
agerial career late on Sund^ 
ni^twhen he ledgned from De- 
port^ La Coruna. The Span- 
ish side have been scrugglm| to 
keep in toudi with Real Mawd 
and Baicefona and pcobtems on 
the pitch were aggrrrated when 
Tbshack clashed with dub au- 
thorities, players and fans. I 
Mcanvmile, Barcelona's em- 
battled coach. Bobby Robson, 
has been offered mon^ by 
some of the dub's fans to leave 
the job. One group implored fee 
former England manager to 
leave, saying: “Please disappear 
as soon as you can. If you need 
money, we can give it to you.” 


Scots aim to 
make light 
of Estonia 


PHIL SHAW 

r^rts from Monte Carlo 

Amid the nuon-Iir opulence of 
Mome Carlo, which buras up 
power of an evening to 
iliuminate ThUinn for a week, 
Scotland will tonight seek to 
make Estorua pay for the dark 
farce of October ly collecting 
a further three points towante 
qualification for next year's 
World Cup finals. 

The same Yugoslav referee 
and Fife delegate from Lux- 
embourg who M'ere involved in 
the country's three-second 
“match" in the Estonism capi- 
tal reconvened last night to 
test the floodlights at Monaco’s 
Louis II Stadium. 

'lb DO one's surprise, they 
woo the approval of the rival 
sodations, yet Craig Browa will 
not be viewing his team’s Group 
Four opponcnUi in a new light. 

The Swtland raana^Tsat his 
squad downyesfeni^in froni of 
a videotape of Estonia's recent 
friendly against Terry Yorath's 
Lebanon side. The Lebanese 
won 2-0, but the screening, to- 
gether wife the report of bis “spy*" 
in Beirut, Frank Cbulston, con- 
firmed wtuit Brown knew before 
fee original fixture. 

“Estonia arc still playing the 
same ^em. which is designed 
purely to fiii^te." he said. “It's 
a ri^ formatjoiL wife no scupc 
for flexibiUty. I don't agree with 
playing that way. but they’re 
veiy weil coached [by TeiturTbr- 
fasson, an Icdander]. face 
rimflar d'lffioilties to those that 
a team like Coventry had 
agaitutf Woldrig in the EA Cup.” 

In fact, Estonia are unlikely 
to be as positive as the \^uxhall 
Conference part-tuners, nfeich 
has prompted Brown to stuefy 
his options ev’en more closefy 
than usual. He may, for in- 
stance, decide be does not need 
thtve out-aod<out defenders if 
Estonia are going to deploy a 
soiitaiy striker. If feat is fee case, 
feere could be redes for Celtic's 
Jackie McNamara and Tosh 
McKinlay as wing-backs. 

McKinloy is the best crosser 
in the Scottish game, so it 


Clock on keepers 


Football's world governing 
boefy, Fifa, plans to limit the 
time goalkeepers have to get the 
ball back into play - but make 
ft legal for them to move on fee 
line before a penalty, 

Sepp Blatter, the gienerai 
secret^, said yesterday that the 
governing body would discuss 
fee changes to the rules at a 
meeting on I March. 

T have nothing against goal- 
keepers, quite fee opposite. 
Tb^ bave it bard enou^. Bui 
Fife wants to stop them getting 
away with wasting so much 
time," Blatter said. "Too often 
you notice a goalkeeper because 
be is standi^ still rather than 
moving. 

“He catches the ball strokes 
ft. holds it tightly, waves at aU 
the other players that they 
should leave him alone with hte 
private property, lets a few 
more seconds tick by, looks 
around a bit more and then he 


AS 

aclv' 


wtmid seem pcrv'crsc not to use 
him given that Brown has indi- 
cated that Duncan Ferguson is 
to start fur ibv first time 'm 26 
months. 

Andy Comm will also return, 
in plitw of the unlucky Jim 
Leighton, thoujfe Brawn antk- 
ipaics a far bu.sicr evening for 
Estonia's former Portsmouth 
goalkeeper. Mart Pnom. 

“Hie Estonians ore a fiL ath- 
letic team, but where they can’t 
compete with us in technical at^ 
itv," he said. *That’s how We'D, win 
iC not by pumping high halls into 
fee goainoouih wfem: Rxxn uses 
his reach to come forevuiylhing. ' 

“We've a midfield that any 
country would envy, so we need 
to put the cmphasfo on qui^ 
passing. ’Itiere could be gow in 
this match, for our midfielders.’' 

The central unit will be nj- 
inforced by Htul MeStay, who 
udmiued yesterday that be had 
fca^■^d bU rarcer might be over 
when surgety on an ankle injury 
last summef merely worsened 
fee pain. MeStay. who wins lus 
74th cap. will play alongside his 
former Celtic partner John 
Collins for fee first time since 
the latter mov*ed to Monaco. 

Collins warned that his dub's . 
pitch deteriorates every winter, 
fee result of poor dcmiuige and 
of being bufit on the third floor 
of a leisure compIe.x, wife car 
fKuks and tennis courts below. 
He sens^ fe,-!! the French were 
“not particularh' interested” in 
the gome, but added: “The mo- 
tivation professional phqvrs 
comes from within, but with 
2J100 of OUT suppurteis there the 
aimosphcic sfao^ still be good.” 

Victoiy would set the Scots 
up nicely for their three vital 
matches' before May Day - at 
home to Estonia and Austria, 
and away to Sw’eden - while 
anvlhing less might so seeds of 
do'ubt that could grow omi- 
nously as Monaco’s spring tem- 
peratures finally read) Sco^d. 

ESTONIA (pmeaUK 4-1.4-II: Poor* (Flora 
TaBniii: Kbk, HoMoa-StaMOQ {Dom FlanU: 
LmnAiiFW Mam 05). OMULeto SM); fWhe 
opsr. M Roeiia (aa Flora). AitMUor iLete SK). 
KiMot ZoftMU Rum nora) 
sanUND ipniutale 3-4-ai. OocM (Ran^n): 
CaWonmd nMtenh«n). HaiKby (BbiMun). 
McKWar. Hesiay mam Cettu). McASiater 
((XMrtni). I Far^noN (Ran^^J.CUlM (More- 
eo): goto J ur iBbcMWRi), D (Bwr- 

toni, McClolar (BORon). I 


by 



finally gets rid of it,” he said; 

“In all thaL 10 seconds; 
sometimes 20 seconds, are I 08 L” 
said Blatter, adding that Hfe 
was thinking of limiting goal- 
keepers to seconds. 

Goalkeepers wUl now, how- 
ever. be allowed to move on tbe 
line before a penalty kickwhidi. 
is at present a^iinst fee rules bd 
very common, he added. I 

In Brazil, the defending 
champions Palmeiras werq 
seethingat a female refereew^ 
disallowed a goal and sent .off- 
one of their players during . . 
ihcir 1-1 draw with promoted 
Sao Jose in the Sao Paalo 
championship at the weekend^ 

The Canadian- Sonia ^ 
noncourt was in charge be - 
cause the Sao Paulo federatioif ' 
is now' using foreign referees for 
important matefees to avoid 
accusations that officials 
subject to influences or pressure 
off the field. 
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sport 


As the professional game is pretty violent already I think the 
advantages of legalised padding outweigh the disadvantages 

1 am hODins for at 1«KT SsWKfAft AJ « * ■ . _ 


1 am hoping for at leaa one upset 
m the Five Nations’ Chanpionship 
m ^efae s to be played on Satuiday. 
If France beat V«es. and England 
beat Irelai^d, the vista wiH be what 
we have looked over so often in the 
past few years: a conqwtition be- 
tween Hanoc and Ei^aod, lo be de- 
cided by the England v France 
match, wiicfa will tiSejriacethfeyft^ 
at IwicEenhain. 

Of next Sarurdav's pair, it is the 
E>ublih game that Jo^ more lOcC’ 
ly to ixoduce the siii;mse. Of the last 

1 0 encounters there, both countxks 

have won five a(»ece, Ireland last 

ru- tom y..j fi -i..- 




perfetaty capable of wininng. tbou^ 
1 do not tfaiu I sh^ risk mudi mon- 
ey unless the odds are favomable. 


^ nty column last week was 
chiefly about the deficiencies of 
Antipodean referees, 1 did not hm-e 
^cc to adequate tribute to 
their play in Chidi£L JimStiq^had 
a tremendous match. Jn one passage 

of play he showed that he was at fapi 
as, maybe sl^ily fester than. leuan 
Evans. ^ presem Ibfin, be ceriainlv 
<Jeseives to go to South Africa witfi 

the Lions, though I ^ould stifl pre- 
fer Neil Jenkins as first choice for 
his goal-lac king . 

How many people, I wonder, 
notic^ that Jenkins made a ha^ of 
catchmg the ball on his own line, so 


on the posts? 1 am all in fa\onm 
ITOtecnr^ pl^«is against injuzy. par- 
ticularly m th^ new. basher times. 


Bui the padding on the Cardiff pmts 
was rmajigular and stuck out ua 
eadi side of them. What is need- 
ed surety, is padifing that follows the 
circular contour of lhejx>st instead 
of being at \-ariance widi iL 
As^ we are on the subject of 
padding what about paddme frv 
players? As J understand thelaws, 
protcciii'e cIothiDg for chest, back 
and shoti^ is still not allowed in 
rugb}' uDion, ibou^ in league it is. 
Yei in the Ridunond v Moseley 
znatdi bsi Satui^y a Mcisctey pk^- 
er remo%'ud his jersey for one rea- 
son or another to rev^ what kidted 


ha\'e been a necessaz}- addition for 
someone playing against the Quin- 
nell brothers. 

Hiree years ago, when South 



ALAN WATKINS 


Africa were jdaying in \^es, 1 no- 
Uced Han^iii Pienaar emerging 
jersLtylcss from the dressing-room 


wearing copious quantities oi 
pad^gn>und his shoulders. Most 
of his colleagues looked as if they 
were shnilarty protected. Obvious’- 
ty, on the hmd grounds in South 


.Africa you need .some erlra cover- 
ing. even ihot^ the laws of rugby 
union football are the same the 
world over. 

^ty\'iew'i5Ihau if pim'cniw'aot this 
kind'of pfDtecrion, ihey'should be al- 
lowed to have it. Ihe lawis should be 
amended aoccndiiigty. Ihc contrary 
tugumcot is that, the more pmec- 
lion that is alkmcd the more \iolcnt 
the ffiitv? vhiD beconie. But as the pro- 
fessional game is preliy \iolem al- 
ready’ - it can cutty be a inatier ctf thne 
before sotnconeskfiM-ldu^ the 
advantages of legalised paddii^ out- 
weigh the disadv'antagk, though it 


come more and more to lescmMe 
Americatt footballers. 

Playing for Richmond in the 
match I have briefly referred to was 


last year’s Irish full-back, Simon Ma- 
son, then of Orrell. He was proha- 
hly the best full-back in the British 
Isles, Iw' form rather ^an hs' 
repuUtioD. ^'et today be is in Iririi 
csdinalioa not only behind Staples 
but behind Conor O'Shea as well. 
Rugby is a capricious sporL 
Eric Elwoixi would probably 
pgwe with that. When be first afn 
peared in intentadonal rugh>‘ fiHir 
\eais he .seemed an iHiisidc-half 
m the Iiidi mould, not as exciting 
as Tony ^9Aad and Sam Campbell. 
ptrrl «*r^ but a worthy sticcessiir nev- 
cnhelcss, not least in his goal-kick- 


having discovered yet another good 
oulside-half. then proceeded to 
mess him about, dropping him. 
lesumng him and this dtoppvig him 


attain for nu ven* apparent reason. 
He aYbiinty did sdl that was required 
of him against Wales. 

Other players - oniabiy the Irish 
back five ^ did considerably more. 
Seven of their forwards nownlay for 
Courage League clubs. Ininepusl. 
there have been troubles, notably 
with London Irish, iner playere 
who are required both for provin- 
cial nuicties in Ireland and for 
training sessions iherc. I suE^-sied 

that, os a conroromise, these sessk>ns 
should be held at Siaitsied Airport. 
Now even ihLs seems lo lx* unnec- 
etssaiv. *ni«n' could be held instead 

.I.r, 1-C.k*. Ca.n. 


buiy nui-Thames. which would pre- 
sumahty suit the new Irish coach, 
Bruui Ashton, bciier than the pre- 
sent arrangements. 


Henman 

humbled 

Sinner 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Oubai 

^iCxustomed as we had become 
to reporting about Britons 
ranked around No 180 inging 
first-round matches against 
ponents in the top 20, it came 
as something of a rizodt last 
night that an opponent ranked 
No 183 had dmeated Oxford's 
world No 17, Tim Henman.- 
Such is the measure of Hen- 
□lan's impact xecentty feat 1& fafl 
to a Gennan qualifier, Martin 
Sinner, 7-6, 6-^ in the Dubai 
Open disappointed the majori- 
ty of fee specfeiors.' 

It was the manntf of the'de- 
"jfeat that Irritaxed Henman and 
-Observers who have diaited his 
rise to prcnnmence.^t^ so good 
oeatmgchazicasff you doa't take 
them," he smd, addirg,' "He had 
me chans—a dpddefrnli-atnd 
that was the crux.'* 

The.Bnt^ No TfeOed to 
convert any of seven break 
points in fee. openm^ set, sev- 
eral ofvfe^jmrejdonat^ to 
him tty SiDiieri ui^aic^ 

- inchidingtiro dqnble-'&tihs at 
5-5. Alfeou^’the Gennan did 
not have a shigle breakpoint in 
the set, he the tie-bieak 

by twommi-breaks to one, 7-5. 

Heiimi^ dbuH^fenlts sub- 
sequeiaty presented Sinner wife 
fee firubr^ of the match, for 
2-1 in the second set And even 
though Henman manned to 
break bade in the next game. the 
raooem was dnefiy doe to his 
ponent, whocomd hardly have 
directed a hi^ forehand voO^ 
over the baseline with greater. 
awkwardiiiKS if he had iKeii-us- 
- vl^g a frying pan. 

A birane sequence of shots, . ' 
culminating with a winning 
smash after a net coM andnde- 
flection off a net post ^broii^t 
Sinner three bre^ points in the 
ninth game. Henman -saved 
one with a serve and voll^, onty 
for Sinner to attack a second 


serve with an impresswe bads- 
handpass. 

Henman’s backhand had 
been so unreliable for fee ma- 
jority of the 92 minutes of the 
match that there was a certain 
iiDity abom the perfection of his 
shot ^xfeiefa saved the first matdi 
point. Sinner did not hesitate 
over the second opportunity, 
pasring Henman a to^- 
band across the court 

Jt was Henman's first match 
for three weeks, since a ^len- 
did start to the year as a final- 
ist in Qatar, a victory in Sydney 
and an appearance in the third 
round or fee Australian Open, 
in which he was defeated ^ 
Michael Chaog, the No 2 seed. 

‘Tt’s disappcmititig to lose in 
fee first round, but it hspp^ to 

a lot of pU^rs," He nman said. 
"Just because k3St erne match 

I don't femk I need to diangs fee 
direction in which I’m moving-" 

Sinner, 29 last Hiday, had his 
career disrupted by torn liga- 
ments in his left aiijkle, cau^ 



^ pla}^ fbothall in 1989 . 
Tne mjiny required three qp- 
eraiiohs, the last inManfe 19 ». 


TODAY’S 

tJUMBER 

The^:-AKimba'' of nmf bad-, 
rnini^ ebbs to be estabSsi^ 
in Alrica^Stowrid^as 
partpCa2m itoki (£300,000) 
kAdive by DmmailC Tit’s fee 
.that's ewer, 
to us,* in' oAkaat 
South Aftican Bad- 
mirion'ifeiort said. 

.... 


JUMki 

Merieie Ooqc -the Jwnaican spnrter ^ 
hasvionan uKhafled 34 iWfeanV- 
lonshQ meAb. wiS run the 60 metres 
at the Bupa'-indoor pnx in Bnm-- 
in^tani ttra Febniaiy. . 


'^AtLSDOti-Mie East 132 West 120 
(£saiU0RaiK3M7i. 
suMWfWuqAkesuus; B Mi i miiu i t ga > r 
T!ainKVAqrgKNM8SiiB82:landen1kM» 
T60ieaer1S& 


Heumtu) bad won their two 
previous maiches m straight 
sets, on fee grass at London’s 
Queen's Qub in 1995 and cm an 
indoor carpet in Copteohageh 
last year. "Having talked at^t 
my performance tmu^t," Hen- 
man said, "I think Martin did 
very weD and deserves a lot of 
credit" 

Tliis afternoon Heoman is 
due to play doubles in partner- 
ship wife Fat Cash, fee 1987 
Wimbledon champion, and in- 
tends to make fee most of the 
atmo^here here. 

- Things have never been quite 
the same in this part of the vffxld 
since Peter 0*^le played 
Lawrence of Arabia. The nov- 
. elty this year is an Irish village, 
complete wife a replica of E&- 
imarioe Post Office and a cart- 
load of Guinness bands, which 
: bias materialised mi the west side 
. of Dubm Ihnnis Stadium. 

Iwfimn a mira^ fee repro- 
duction of a tittle jaece of Ireland 
.seivestoemphasBeastroiscan- 
nectioa benweu the Emetauo Isle 
and the Dubai ppeu, specifical- 
ty wife fee tournament's pro- 
moters, Dubai Duty Free. 

los^feed by the success of the 
duty fine operation at Shannon 
Airport, the director^eral of 
.fee uubai Department of Civ- | 
il Aviation, Mohi-din Benhm- 
(fi. sought tte advice of the Irish 
GovemmenL He was invited to 
Shannon and subsequently rc- 
cniited staff to set up shop in 
fee Emirates, people such as , 
Cohn McLoumlin, who "came 
-for five monins and have been 
here for 14 years'*. 



Fear and running 
in South Africa 


Josiah Thugwane In reflective mood yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Ha\ing signed up Josiah Thug- 
wane. the Olympic champitm. 
for this year's LAindcm 
Marathoo. fee c%i'em organisers 
took fee (TOortunity* to show 
him round fee capita]\«stcnla>'. 

Hist, he had a run CHI Han^ 
stead Heath; then a press ap- 
pearance at South .Africa 
House; and finally a denial ap- 
pomtmem to son out the teeth 
which were bnitaOy rcarrai^d 
in a road mci^nt near 
Jefeannesburg 13 days aga 

The diminutive 25-N'car-oldL 
who earned a place in fnst^’ as 
fee first black South African to 
win Otympic gold, is pursuing 
his running career in icrrifting 
circumstances. 

After his surprise victory in 
Atlanta last Augi^ he 'ex- 
plained that the notic^le scar 
on his chin was tom a Inillct 
wound suffered five months 
earlier, when he had had a gun 
pulled on him after gMrig a lift 
to two men in a truck used to 
tran^n supplies to fee town- 
shm bar be runs. 

The bullet shattered the 
windscreen after glancing his 
face, and Tbugwane subse- 
qaenily jumped from the mov- 
ing vehicle, sustaining back 
injuries which affected his 
O]^ preparaUoDS. 

He ran in Atlanta despite 
death threats against his fami- 
ly (he has a wife and four 
daughters). The d^ after his 
victory, fee coal-mining com- 
paity for vfeom Tbugwane still 
woiics as a cleaner helped him 
relocate from fee corrugated 
iron shack he had built himself 


Mike Rowbottom 

on a perilous path 
for two men in the 
London Marathon 

in the township Mzinoni. to 
fee middle-claKS Johannesburg 
subuib of Middu’lburg. 

However, it was \Khile he 
was returning there alter a 
trainiag !<essioci on Januaiv' feat 
he sa\s he was forced oi'f fee 
road iiy three men in a car. beat- 
en and feoi at. "Wben 1 tried 
to run awaj' the people in (he 
car foDowed me." he sa}^. **One 
of them shot at me. He wuni- 
cd to injure my legs." 

The 5ft 2in and sex'cn stone 
nmnerwas only savxx) when an- 
other car appeared and hLs as- 
.saflants fled He now trains 85 
IdlcHnetiesawa}' fivnn his home. 
“This is where I can focus mv 
mind,** he said. "Of course it is 
sad. kxi there is nothing I can 
da This Is niy countiy." 

Thugwane. who earned 
S50.000 (£32,000) from ap- 
pearing in the Fukuoaka 
marathon in December and 
wiQ get around twice that to run 
in London, is dcietmined not to 
be demoralised. "I will run un- 
til 1 cannot run anymore. It is 
not only in South Africa that 
you can find such prc4)leias. you 
can meet them all over fee 
world. If that's what I have to 
face. I will face it." 

Tbugwane's training part- 
ner, Lawrence Feu. who also 

run in London on 13 April, 
pleaded yesterday for the South 


.African athletics tcderalkm to 
help secure the suteiy oi ’Hiug- 
wane and other runners aehie\ - 
tngci.'Hiiincn.'ia] succewi in Stnilh . 
Africa. 

"The meebnmes have to be 
there to protect this gu>,'‘ EVu 
said. "The nation needs him. if 
he luLs to hiife himself, we ,ire 
neser going to get happiness. 

“We cannot cany on like 
this, otherwise it is demonills- 
for (he young ot Soulh 
Africa. They arc ^ting to he 
scared. Tliey will think: ‘what's 
the use'.* You are going to per- 
form but you will get killed'." 

Pcu, who sets off with Thug- ' 
wane iivjay for a training hre^ . 
in Colorado Springs, had his 
own brash with death recently. . 
La.st summer, after failing to gel 
one of the three South .African . 
places in the Olympic marathon ■ 
followiim training in the US, he 
made plans to iwe instead in 
Farts. He was booked on the 
TWA flight 800 which subse- 
quently exploded iwcr Long 
uAsind: but Peu was not aboard. 
He had cancelled his ticket af- 
ter a lust-minule change of 
heart in order to return home. 

.After watching repeuns of 
the disaster on lelevituon, Peu 

- who subsequently finished 
27fe in fee OI;^pic imrathon . 
after being caOra up as a reserw 

- knelt down and prayed. " 1 had 
to accept it," he said. "It was in 
the hands of God." 

Do not expect any bleating 
from these two men if things do 
not go to plan in London. They 
will both know they are lucto' to . 
be there. 


Robaits robs 
Cambridge of 
winning run 

Hockey 

BiacouMa 

Two second-half strikes from 
Tony Robaits, the Bishop's 
Stortfojri pen^ty corner ex- 
pert. robbra Cambric^ Cty 
fee Adnams Premier leaders, of 
feeir 100 per cent record in a 
2-2 draw after Gareth Machin 
and Julian Archer had given 
City a 2-0 interval lead. 

In the Nonh, the leaders Nor- 
ton, wito dropped their first 
points of the season last week- 
end, dn^^ed two more m a gpat 
less draw an^ to Swatwell but 
with a gam e in hand lead Fonn- 
by rix pcAus. In the South, where 
two teams go through to the Na- 
tional Lea^ plw^fEs from the 
Nastro Azzurro Premier, An- 
choiians plus Hampstead and 
'Westminster march on. 

Se<^d-placed Hampstead 
won 2-0 against Old Whitgif- 
tians, while the leaders An- 
dioiians had a comfortable 4-2 
victory at Richmond. 


Gouiding summoned 


Hngliy League 

DAVEHADHELO 

The Silk Cut Challenge Cnp- 
holders. St Helens, who leapt 
fee biggest hurdle in fee wr^ of 
their retention of the trophy ity 
beating Wigan at fee weekrad, 
have been drawn to meet either 
Hnddersfield or Hull in fee 
fifth round. 

Ibe two Fiisi Division sides, 
who drew at Huddersfield on 
Sunday, replay their tie at The 
Boulevard on Thursday, to 
avoid a dash wife Eiwland's 
fcKMbali match against uaty. 

Saints wiU again be at home 
against the winners, but could 
be without their captain, Bob- 
bfe Goddk^ for the rest of their 
Cup run. He will appear before 
fee League's discipliiiary com- 
mitiee on Thursday alter being 
sent off for a hi^ tackle on 
'VMgaii’s Ndl Cowie on Saluid:^. 
Even the aver^ tariff of a two 
match suspenaon would rule 
him out until the semi-finals. 

The League's executive oon> 
mitlee will todm* study a video 
recording of the' brawl that fol- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Foolbtf 

David Kptani has replaced hisfenner 
Dynamo TbiBsi tBrerMnate Mexander 
Chivactae as coatSi of Geoiga. Man- 

kttCtilremelsiesimailoritesKdMNp- 
corome m coafe D)ramp TUIsl 

HffpviMMBe wBBaMU- iriiinroa ■■fyt 
uwecrTUaaFtfeSsuaiBrevNDnMiimm 
l2.M.«W36Fre:SMnrenvBrtn;nn<M 
jsret^aw«MH;Maioan0<yiMitaidi>ein 

4 AW; aitfsM V iicnreninn Mora iiM 


tBesenMtfMD IA. Tm B»i SwrOne Gjon 0: 
OhCP t (MMMB 60> VMacoH 1 iSo» 1&: 
Am vaaaem 1 [Maeau 161 Aihlsie Mmd 1 
tunc 7lis Bm 3 lAiianta 67, Geew 72. 

PWBMEa rara Mi re iiPireB^HBBMiaaiAi- 
(M 6, M4V0W 3A ROI IMM 3 {UOM 
U. Seeduf 19. Raul Mi: Deeonan uuure 
2 tlMw 40b taatt) 55) cere V«s 2 (SanchK 
ao.MMaun64i. 

Gotf 

BuicK BNirxnoNALnj Joel, 


lew hoctoy 

NHiBiAto20llBiiBl;(rereiy6Ararit»n 1: 

Oaa» 2 UK 1 lod: eranonn 4 wren- 
kigm 1: Flonia A Hi Ibn^ 3. 
StlKiaEWaiE (Sandart- Ay 7 tadnei 6: 
CiMr6aaBneg*a:^*»rheeiw4H«ms- 
rera £ Nacasdr 2 StcAeU 4. 
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37 26 3 8 0 BS 

23 3 10 2 SI 

17 6 13 0 40 

15 2 18 5 39 


M«l.1hNlBManftee»ivWie4i^(ABinl 8UICKMUinniONALnJJalli,CaBf)l«BdM 
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lowed Gouldii^s tac5^ in Older 
to decide whether action should 
be taken against anyone else. 

It is a significant week for 
Gonlding in another way. 
Saints' directors are to discuss 
his transfer request today. 

'>Mgan have dei^ that there 
have been ^ developmrats in 
V^'aiga Tbigamala's prelected 
departure to Newc^e. Their 
board, howm/er, is to discuss the 
£7SO£iOO offer for the phorer and 
Newcastle are ho ping to malte 
an announcement tomorrow. 

The outstanding Cup-tie in 
the fifth round tues last sea- 
son's beaten finalist, Bradford 
Bulls, back to the capital topl^ 
London Broncos. 

There are other intriguing 
tics at Salford, where Pans St- 
Gcrmain arc thevishors. and at 
Warrington, who take on Shef- 
field Eagles. 

sa* cur CHAUBME CUP nniMaretf dare 

Cartelp V Faaihntonei SNIM V FMs SI Ha- 
lens V HuddenMO Of HA reutov rewrey: 
WalcMd V oream; Leeds V (lewren: londm 

V B ra dtod . Mtore 0 on * sreffletd. ins m te 

MyBd2Sor23 PeeniaftL 
sox GUT PUTE TMrauad draw HuneW * 
raahtoreieu or itoC lancaslin lym v Banw: 
Hre KR V Doneasre; Banyey V RecMala: 1401 

V Svreon: Witoes V VoAi Wonnpen V Cuaiey 
Hi; Wwha»en>Badw. ffleaipaepa>rei5 
or 26 Aetaiaiyy. 


SkHiig 

Maic GiraideB, five tirrras the Wortef Cup 
chernpstn ancl the wxiner of more Apple 
sHing medals than any other man. has 
' confirmed he reteemenL The Ausinan- 
Oem a8-reinder. M« represented UK- 
embour^ has been told by medical 
advisers that he could spend the rest 
of his hfe on crutches unless he 
stopped racing. 

Snootor 

Sonday) HmU s Daws (Ene M R OSukran 
(Ei^ 10*. 

Tumls 

DUBAI OPEN Maire ahUH, <M iwrad: M 
Smer iGer; K T HMitan^ 7-6 6-4: HGuiy 
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(USl $467,178; 2 C Moya rSpI $253589; 3 
T woodbnre (Aus) S67.66B: 4 G Ivanisem 
renal Sl«Cl45; ST Muster tAud $131,254; 
8M WBOBfMde (/tup $177568; 7 THer^ 
(GBi $117,182. 

WMlEADMfiWDMnv RAlMNeS: 1 S M 
II^OOQOgts: 2 M He«9 (SmU 
39» .STO 3 A Sanchre VIcano 
3202.6871; 4 J Neuema (Ct RM 
5 C Mam: 301£L67ia 

Wm ISADNM MOtKYWIWeiSi IM M«B 
$737,740; 2 M P«l«e (Fi) S23UA 
? j? $140507; 4 L DareipM 

lUSI $133516; S A Coecer (SA) $128,798. 
asum LAra KSlBJSi Dtato 
town ffctt iBond (Rfcelfia Pile, Bift Ura- 
ire Stetas bt 8nal 4-1: (Buetareto Nedrar- 
rere M RMim 3-2. 


The Steelers 
keep pace 
with Cardiff 

ice hockey 

STEVE FINDER 

^fe just two weeks of the reg- 
ular season left, only Sheffield 
Steelers can stop Cardiff 
Devils from lifting the inau- 
gural Superleague title. 

The Welsh side are four 
points dear but Steelers have 
two ^mes in hand (one of 
wfaidi, against Ayr Scottish Ea- 
gles, wa^layed last night). 

Cardiff could have a more 
comfortable cushion had they' 
not dropped two points at Not- 
tingham Panthers, only their 
cj^th defeat in 36 games. Not- 
tingham, however, were 
brought back to earth fee next 
against Manchester Storm, 
whooveicsjne a two-goal defidt 
to win 4-2. 

There were no such difficul- : 
ties for Devils, who earity beat ! 
Basingstoke Kson 6-Z while 
Steelers kept up the pace with 
similar ease, beating Newcastle i 
4-1 i 


Gomarsall confident 


Rugby Union 


Andy Gomarsall. fee England 
scruxn-half. is confident of be- 
ing fit for England's Five Na- 
tions’ Cbampionship match in 
Ireland on Saturday despite 
suffering two injurin during 
\Va^' Courage League win at 
: fecu’eekend. 

I "The nerves in m>‘ shoulder 
I went again, as they did against 
j Scotland the pref^ous week, 
and my ankle was stood on." 
Gomai^ said. "But 1 know (he 
feouldercan he treated and tons 
of ICC are being applied to m)' 
ankle." He wiljKr expected to 
pnne his fimessb>' tomoirow at 
the laiesL If either of his joints 
lets him down, it would mean 
a first cap for .Austin Hcaky. (he 
Leicester scrum-half . 

Meanwhile Ireland’s training 
session at fee Unwersity- of 
Limerick >'estcrday had sewr- 
al p]a>*ers missii^ wife injuries. 
David Corkcr>'. the open-ride 
flanker, has a broken finger and 
has been lold not to gL^t bn'ohvd 
in any contact worl^ 

A decision on the centre 


Jonathan Bell, who damaged u 
rib cartilage playing for 
Northampton, would not be 
made until Thursday. Other in- 
jury concerns were’ the loose- 
head prop Nick Pnppleweil 
(hamsiring). u.swcU a.s the Ire- 
land A scrum-half Sieve Mclror 
(hamstring) and flanker Eddie 
HaK'c\' (ai^e). The Iroland A 
lode Mick Galwcy wnsaivent for 
an exanunution on a bock mjuiy. 

The French squad assem- 
bled in ParisyesierJuy to begin 
preparations for their en- 
coumerwiib WiJe.s at the Faa* 
de Princes and Jcnn-Cluude 
Skiula, the conch, will be mon- . 
itoring fee progress of (he giant 
lock OIKier Merle, wtuy is suf- - 
fering from a rib injury. 

Having aircach’ last the 
flanker Philippe BemnLMon. fee 
outsidc-half Alain Penaud and 
centre Thoma.s Casiaignede 
through injury and ihe" prop 
Franck Tinirnain* bL'ciuse ol'sus- 
peiuRon, Sknria is anxious not to 
be without the powerful Merle. 
■ Carwyn Davies, the former 
Welsh international, was found 
dead in his car at his home in 
the village of Uangndug. Dyfed. 
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Running into danger 

The Olympic champion who dodges 

SDort 

Startii^ over 

Paul Merson hopes for ah England 
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bullets in South Africa, page 27 


relaunch against Italy, page 26 



SECOND TEST: England’s trouncing of New Zealand by an innings and 68 runs takes embattled tourists into welcome territ^ 






DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from the Basin 
Reserve, Wellington 
New Zealand 124 & 191 
England 383 

Ei^and win by inning and 
68 runs 


If a computer had simulated it. 
the result of the second Test 
here would surely have been a 
stalemate: while the current 
height of New Zealand's ambi- 
tion is to play for the draw, Eng- 
land are not used to winning 
away from home, as they 
showed in the in Auck- 

land. Instead, with England's 
bowlers in rare mood. New 
Zealand were trounced yester- 
day by an innings and ^ runs 
as Ibe touring team pbyed their 
most intense cricket of the tour. 

That is a drubbiDg in anyone's 
language, and it puts England 
into overseas territory (i.e. one 
up in the series) they have not 
explored since they were last 
here, five years ago. 

Gratifymgly, from the Eng- 
land managements point of 
view, it is also a situation that 
has at last given the England 
captain something substantial 
with which to thump his tub. 
And in his most impressive 
performance in from of the me- 
dia this winter. Mike Atherton 
admitted feeling somewhat 
relieved that England had 
QnaUy managed to convert su- 
premacy into victory. 

“We've got so close this win- 
ter a couple of times." he said, 
his hair matted with the usual 
alcoholic accoutrements of vio 
toiy. “It was nice to Anally Em- 
ish it off. I'm very pleased for 
the players. W^'ve' worked bard 
generally over the longer form 
of the ^une and played some 
good cricket this winter. They 
deserve to get a victory." 

At one s^e. as persistent 
morning drizzle threatened to 
hold up play, it again looked nip 
and tuck as to whether England 
would g^t the win they had 
worked for. However, once it 
had lifted and England were 
able to take the secc^ new ball 
the result became a formality 
that even England's win-st^ 
cricketers could not avoid. 

**It was a different surface to 
the one in Auckland, which was 
a dead pitch,** Atherton said. 
“There a tailender could hang 
around. But there was no way, 
a new ball and bowleis 
howling well, that tailenders 
were going to hang around." 

It was, in hind^t, a good toss 
lo lose, and Atherton might 
have said a quiet thank you to his 
oppoale number, Lee Cermon. 
for winning the toss and batting. 
The England captain would have 
made the ^umc decision had 
the first day offered more than 
the tvk’o hours' play that were 
eventually possible after rain 
had deloy'txl the start At 56^. on 
the first evening. New Zealand 
were cssentiaily out of the match 
after just two hours' play. 

'Hierc wris another differ- 
ence ton. and it come 'in the 
lankv form of AnUruu* Caddick. 


a consistently meoadt^ presr 
enoe whose swing and bounce 
helped overcome the current 
lassitude of Dominic Cork, who 
was curiously out of sorts. 

Gough, who gamely took on 
a stron^sh wmd on die bst day, 
may have ended with the best 
haul - his 9 for 92 was his best 
Test match return - but Caddick 
got more than anyone out of 
this engaging pitch, which, as 
Atherton pointed out, had 
something in it for everyone. 

Euphoria can a great dis- 
guise. and while the England 
coach, David Uoyd, is ponder- 
ing the ease with which he has 
gone fixun be&% Baril Rwlty to 
Jim 'll Fix It, there is still the 
unanswered question as to why 
this was Caddick's first Test of 
the winter. Indeed, be would 
probably not have pla^d here 
had Chm Silverwood not been 
freakishly injured in practice 
two days before the start 

There is a theory that Cad- 
dick lacks the necessary mettle 
when the going gets tough. As 
this is victual^ all the time 
where En^and are concerned, 
his absence - if that theory is 
correct - is perhaps under- 
standable. However, it is hard 
to recall when he last let Eng- 
land down in a Test matdi. 

For all Caddick's niggling 
faults, he is a talented bowler 
can win matches and he 
was probably the decisive fac- 
tor in a cohesive team efforL In 
any case, playing him can only 
be a positive measure and one 
that has the added benefit of al- 
lowing Gough to attack without 
rompiomise. It was Gough who 
got England poing yesterday, 
taking four u^kets in 21 balls 
before lundi, althoii^ it was fit- 
ting that Caddick took the last 
two wickets to secure rictory. 

But where exactly, with the 
Ashes series ahead this sum- 
mer. does this rare Ibst win 
leave Er^iand in terms of woiU 
ratings? Although there was a 
time when beating the tenacious 
Kiwis at home was a hard- 
earned achievement - rather 
than something all but handed 
over on a plate thanks to the 
NewZealandeis’ limp^and hair- 
brained batting - England’s 
win, however welcome, was 
not the stuff of legends. 
That will come later, 


on a tumii^ pitrii when Daniel 
Vettori has graduated from 
teenage Kiwi prodiey to prodi- 
gious Spinner andT midnight 
curfews are necessary only for 
schoolgirls in convents. 

Yet there is a gcxid feel and 
shape to this En^axxl team. For 
one rhW the bonding seemed 
balanoecl and if Cork's arm and 
ftirm were both beknv their besl 
Robert Croft and Phil Tu^ll 
trussed up those that escaped the 
dutdies of Gough and Chddkrk. 

It is a perfoimance for whiefa 
Ian Botham, England's part- 
time bowling co^, can take 
only the most slender of cred- 
its, uitiess he has been Usuing 
instructions at the end of his 
mobDe phone on Lake Taupo. 

Nevertheless, it is a combi- 
nation that is only possible 
while Alec Stewart is able to 
stay free of injury and keep 
w«^L At present, Stewart is 
managing to do both, as well as 
score runs, but it is a precari- 
ous position from which to 
have eveiything else flow. 

Making b% runs is a habit bis 
Surrey colleague, Graham 
Thorpe, also appears to have 
taken up now that he has ra- 
gged his confidence and got 
his weight distributed proper- 
ly betv/eea front and back fool. 
Thoipe scored his second cen- 
tury of the series at the Basin 
R^rve, an achievement that 
saw another nuggety left-han- 
der, Martin Doimelly, make 
him the man of tiie match. 

In contrast Nick Kt^t is 
suffering a minor crisis in con- 
fidence and, but for tiie absence 
of another opening batsman, 
would probably struggle to 
keep his place in the side. 

As it is his slip catching has 
been outstand^ and epito- 
mised a mu<± iimroved Eng- 
land fielding performance. As 
Croft was ^'dc to mention af- 
ter his dearive three-wick- 
et ^11 late on Monday 
even^ supportive field- 
ing lifts bovriers and cre- 
ates pressure. Over the 
last five days, New 
Zealand could cope 
with neither. 
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Mike Atherton, the England captain, 
raises his arms in triumph as the final 
wicket falls in VtfeUington yesterdaty 

Photograph: Chris Tuivey/Empics 




One accusation you cannot 
make against the Barmy Army 
is that th^ only sing when 
En gland are winrung. The trav- 
elling supporters have groym 
hoarse thnnigh embarrassing 
defeats, desperate fightbacks 
and antidimactic near misses in 
only two years as an overseas 
platoon. 

Since Adelaide in 199S, they 
have come through two tours of 
du^ in A^cawidi only meagre 
rations to shout abouL Yester- 
d 2 y, they got ut overdue Christ- 
mas present, hence their own 
rendition of Jin^ Bells. “Oh. 
what fun it is to see England win 
away." they harmonised. 

The siDging could also get un- 
der way m t£e England dress- 
'ing-room half an hour after 
lunch wifo only the third over- 
seas victory ot Mike Ather- 
ton's stewardship. Skinner and 
Baddiel's Three Uons rai^ out 
as Atheiton gave his rictory 
press conference. 

Whatever his body language, 
take a cross-section of the Lan- 
castrian and you would doubt- 
less find three lions and a 
crown. He may tdinquish, or be 
relieved, of his job either dur^ 
ing or fdor to this summer’s 
A^es series, bat Atherton was 
not about to make personal 
ital out of his team's win. 

lb promptings encouraging 
him to do so, Atherton dis- 
played a straighter bat than he 
has shown in the middle at cer- 
tain times tiiis winter. T am j^ 
happy to have woo," he raid. 
"Every Test win is a great mo- 
ment for all different reasons. 
Obviously, we are a bit relieved 
because we have got very close 
a couple of times this winter. 

"It was nice to fiiush it off and 
I am very pleased for the play- 
ers. I think they have woik^ 
bard at the long form of the 
game and played some good 
cricket over the winter. They de- 
served to get a victory. Sooner 
or later, if you k^ performing 
well you will win. If you play 
consistently well, ]K)u will mn 
more than you lose. 

"All we tallred about for the 
last two days was doing the ba- 
sics light with the ball and up- 
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ACROSS 

I Siorv ho.s short irendv af- 
fair?! 1 2) 

9 Disiurbona: in court is 
cnnimlied(7) 

U> One going on trip to on- 
cicni cil> Ticsi (71 

I I Unhappy' uhmii nnc afotu- 
mutUiotKNl (4) 

12 It designates the French 
dance "owr" (5) 

13 Rx^'uiiitakcdm'tost^ 
better (4) 

Ih R.Thaps nanH.*nipirical de- 
scribes cmc on remand ij) 

17 Big cat cate slulteV 
There's a connection here 
IT) 

IS Record one li^iweighl 

smingiT) 

21 Malady and misfortunus 
\>>111 hold nurse buck (7) 

2.1 Essentialh' hate to molu a 
smun statement (4) 


24 .After \isiiing doctor I diall 
exenxsc (S) 

25 Spoil game that's popular (4) 

28 Ignore negative lecture (7) 

29 lAissiblv can ^ote for change 
inSS^adorf?) 

30 EarTs blatant wrong is not 
incompieheisfole? ( 12) 

DOWN 

1 It shema you've accepted 
chanecd recipe ^vea time 
(7) “ 

2 Den of mendacious type uo- 
deigoiitt a change of heart 
[4) 

3 Fitting vessel on a road 
gets in ihink? Ouiie the re- 
verse (7) 

4 Do better than open-air 
trader in this? (7) 

5 MissQe about to be launched 
into South of France (4) 

6 Presence in franglais p^aps 
which is rather diiDv (7) 


7 Bx>r mine posture hides 
T^t iNace for controdliim 

body^aS) 

S Marriage of minds? (8,5) 

14 Reoonfof one r^t into 
amateuri^ bousewodc? 

( 5 ) 

15 Cjetbenerwbenjoming 
r^t friend (?) 

19 It's no good greeting 
wrong number (7) 

20 In marriage, if it arises, it 
would be wadike (7) 

21 In CVrillic heradon is not al- 

low^ (7) 

22 leach English to accept 
coin that’s Eurcqiean 

26 It was little to p^' to ^ 
prohibidon to save eoerev 
(4) 

27 h could prolan open- 
ing to jom Idiig and impor- 
tant person (4) 


Hoddle takes good with 
the bad over injuries 


Football 

TREVOR HAYLETT 


A split developed among Eng- 
land's injured yesterday which 
both delighted and disappoint- 
ed Glenn Hoddle. Alan Shear- 
er, Paul Gascoigne and David 
S^man all proved their fitness 
for tomorrowr’s World Cup 
game with Italy but major 
doubts continue to concern 
Tony Adams and Paul Ince. 

llie latter pair, together with 
Newcastle's Robert Lee, were 
unable to take part in yester- 
day's training session at Bisbam 
Abbey and most show signifi- 
cant progres to be available for 
the Wfembley match. 

"Both Adams and Ince 
would only be 50-50 at this 
stage," declared the En^and 
coari) with the unperturbed air 
of one who knows the bad news 
could have been a lot, lot worse. 

"Ibny is still feeling his ankle 
and had to work on his own. 
F^ul and Robert did a little but 
we were uot able to bring them 
fully into the main group. 

"1 will need to have some idea 
of the shape of ray side after to- 
morrow afternoon’s session. 
Tony will be given until late on 
Tue^y to prove himselL" 

If either player is to sh out the 
qualifying be between die Groiq) 
Two heavyweights with 100 per 


cent records, England's cause 
would be weakened. Under Ar- 
sene Wenger’s influence at Ar- 
senal Adams has added new 
quttiities to his renowned de- 
fensive strength while Ince, a 
mainstay of Intemazionale’s 
midfield, has a knowledge of how 
to 0 )pe with the Italian threaL 

Tbe happier side of the coin 
showed Shearer, Seaman and 
Gascoigne retu rning to the fold 
after their various injuries. Nod- 
dle pronounced himsdf poritive 
and optimistic about all three 
with the caveat that Shearer’s 
problem in his lower back could 
yet provoke a reaction. 

"You can onfygo into agame 
risking one of two." Hoddle 
added. "Inevitably there will be 
players who are going to be less 
than 1(X) per cent and mat’s when 
I have to look at all the dements 
and angles and see what's worth 
it for sudi a big game." 

Gascoigne's recoveiy was the 
major surprise. "When his an- 
kle was in plaster last weekend 
not many would have given 
him a chance of being available. 
A fit Riul Gascoigne is obviously 
a major bonus when othets are 

stru ggling . 

"We have foUowed him close- 
ly since the last game in Gror- 
gia and his form has been good. 
"Whai's more he has not been 
in so much trouble with referees. 
He mil always be the cheeky 


chappie but he's determined to 
eban^ the other things." 

The Italy coach. Cesiue Mal- 
dml is considerii^ employing 
the Real Madrid defender 
Christian Rmucci as a sweeper 
in an atten^l to shackle Shear- 
er. Panucci played sweeper in 
the first half when the probables 
beat tbe possibles 4-1 in a train- 
ing match in Florenoe yesterday. 

"He's one of the real possi- 
bilities but it's best not to mate 
too many changes.” MaJdini 
said before the left for Eng- 

land. Chelsea’s Roberto Di Mat- 
teo is expected to play alongside 
Dino Baggio and Demetrio Al- 
bertini in the Italian midfield, 
while his dub-mate Gianfranco 
Zola should link up with 
striker Pierluigi Casing! in at- 
tack. Maldini wants his strikers 
to interchange and give his mid- 
field more options. 

However, Maldini also said 
he was pJea^ with the form of 
Middlesbrough striker I^brizio 
Ravanelli and fellow forward 
Enrico ChJesa. look sure to 
be on the bench. 

■The football Association are 
investigating allegations of a 
tickets scandal 48 hours before 
Eo^and’s World Cup qualifier 
against Italy at Wembu^. It is 
b^eved that as many as 1,000 
tickets are being sold on the 
black market at 10 limes their 
market value. 


ping our intensity and our en- 
ergy in the field.! thought our 
out-cri^l was top class. Wb 
bowled a good fine and length 
all the time, backed up by some 
good fielding. There were some 
good catches taken and the 
pressure was always on the 
batsmen." 

Nhie-wickel Darren Gou^ 
was quick to £^e an aji^recia- 
tion of ius captain. "Erarybody 
respects Mike in the dressing- 
room,” he said. "He is a great 
captain, even when be was go- 
ing throu^ that bad patch he 
was still the same Mike - en- 
omir aging eveiybocfy, wontizi^ 
evei^KKfy to do well, support- 
ing evetybexly, giving every- 
body confidence. He talked to 
me on occasions while I was nut 
of the team last summer and 
that hclp^ my confidence . He 
is a great captain." 

"He can’t say ai^hing else 
while Fm sat here," Atherton 
replied, before rejoining the 
party with a note that there was 
a match in Christchurch to 

win, starting on Fridav, before 
anyone diould start tiuoking of 
the Australians. 


\Ne»^aianii<0Ornosa 
\ NEW ZEAUUa> - Ffast laoiii^ 134 
' (0Gn^&-40,ARC3daicfc4-45l. 
BIGUNO - nmiHiliWi 383 <G P 'Ihorpe 
toe. N Hussan 64, J P Owtof SS: S B 0«a 
5-75). . 

NEWZBUMID - Soomd 

BAPpoxtccKiisIKbOou^) 6A 

037 nrin. .371 tob. 5 feus) 

8 A ViQW£ c Steinn « Tufnrt..:..... 68 

rm oev ms teas. 6 feus) 

ACPVror?ltwl>Ongft 15 

(116 ririi, 94 bafts) 

5 P Henunec and b Craft D 

O/nib, UbsRs) 

D N Iw b Croft... 0 

(4 fflfe. 2 bails;) 

*tL K Geimon b Gou^ 11 

1^49 bafts 

N JAsdec Stewart bGoi^n 4 

(26 13 balls) 

C LCalins e Kn^ b Caddek..... .22 

(60 rah, 58 bUi^ 3 feus) 

S B Doul.c Knf^ bGoum -9 

0 inh. d'baBs) 

QIADonbCadOKA. 2 

(35 aim, IS bd^ 

D L VettM net out „.J2 

(14ra»i,-7badftl 

BEtna(b6Jb4jibQ IS 

1Mal1399BriB, lOanami*) 


For once the message about 
being patient came from an.' 
Australian ci.iueh.Thai particu? 
lar species may be pppolatihg 
must of the cricket worid. but 
Sieve RLxon. in his first scasmi - 
as coach of the hottotn-raidt^ . 
Test team, has one of the hard* ' 
er challenges aitxind know . . 

what we want to da It is. hist . 

puttiog it in placc,"-hc 8^ ' 
Rixon had lo speak over 
the noise from next door and . 
though New Zealand enjoynA, 
such a party only a couple 
months ago in Piston, that h .. 
looted as isolaicd a odehratioa 
as ^^ond have manag^.in te> 
cent years. hisbattii^a^ 
visor. Martin Crowe, his pciorify 
is to sort out the batting ' 

"It’s the amcentraiion fector. 
When concentration goes there ' 
is a bit of hesilanc}* (uuf also 
some anxieqr," said Rixon, who ' 
has reason to be areuous him-' 
sell Ian Smith, the ftwmerNew . 
Zealand wicketkeeper turned 
television commentator, said: ; 
"Effectively, wc have lost two ; 
out of two and 1 don't sep th^ . 
we have gone forward under 
current coachfog set-up." 

Mb 1-89 CfamO. 2-125 (Ha0m}.'il2S' 
(Renw^ 4-l2S.{RotsQ, 5-161 (GMimn). 
6-164 (TfecocM. 7=175 (AsOe). &-175 
(DouO, 9-182 «Wcnt>. 10-191 ICMTO)." - . j 
BowBnff Cork 10-1-42-0 inb2)(4-l-2(KL | 

4-0-14-0. 2-Oa-C9. CMUefc 3Za-U-49-^ 
a 16-3-7-0, 5-1-150. 5-3-3-a 1U8-4-J5- - 1 
2), Cmn 200-l»a (nbl) (B-l-UO 
.15«13-3>. OoHIta 230-824 <4-2-U-Clj 
8-4-160. 2-1-471. 9-2-21-4), IbhMR.aS- 
M9-1 (nb4) (2-1-30. lOnS-U-t 
0, 7-mo). • • . ' 

Piv0ai:TMrd(i«y:Cto*«4ftO|ItaBOdc ' 
13, ifeurig 32) 21 oven. PiNrtb dage Rm 
drtasedS3tim0i:il3(an.5O:SOrain,£L2- 
oras. 100! 165 rail. 43JL (MS. CkME 125 
4 (NctKk 45; Germon (fi 73 awn. Rfth 
(l8y:<^d^sy^sQnifttftllantli«rb4l . 
tataR 81 (MR. 147-4. ISO: 300 rrNW k21 
ouer& Uneb; 177-8 (pairs 12. AflBltOI 96 
mes. toBtaOi dOMW 1.39prn. ‘ 
P8tecWs€0:'297tim;239Mas;^'<bii»' 
Vbe^ SO: 116 inh, 86 CtaBs, 5'fsu& 
EN6UIND WON BY AN MVI68 Mfprna 
RUNS- 

UnpiresSABucfowrCWD 'andDS'CaM . 
(NZl W leplwr invfrw E A VWfthn MiWb 
ref use P IP Bufgs: 

M« eft tiR rMRe 6 P Thnpei A^Hiade- 
toR M P.Oemel^ ' .... 




OPuUvlKdbyNeKpqMrPiMiahhisPLC 1 Cinadit Si|uar& Canary Whart,U<ld« £14 SOL aoU primed ai MirrarG4cHir Prmi,St 
Albans Road, WatlprJ BackHMii»a\aibblerinmHBtopeNcftN^bpen,0l%8K4()T7U. 

TarfdarllFctowymT gcB^apetwihtteFMnakc 




PICASSO EXHIBITION 
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1 5 Feb- 
19 May 97 

Pkasso and the Myth 

a m^or eidifoition feafeuiwig abo^ 
lOOeHceptiondworisfronri 1906- 1960 .. 
paintings^ soi^idir^ctranwihgs^pm^ . 

• Daify departures by air from Heathrow, 
Gatvvtdc Mandvesto* and Aberdeen - - 

• 2ra^ttsB&Bata^'ArhatelinStoddx3tm 

• Guaranteed entrant to the Picasso ExhSTftion ' 

• Additional ni^ available fit)m C27per ni^ 

• Upgrade to an exdusrve&charrriihg***/* 
hotel at a small supplement 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Stay Friday & Saturday nights at the central ★ * * . 
Hotd Korn from £^9 and get Suntby ni^^ 

AS pric e s btdiidftiS'beoes. Prices P.P. baed upen'Xshariag t'reeRi 
Single rwHeniipleiMins apply. ALL OFFERS SUEjlECT TO AVAKABUTt 


lvisen)alfDBphDMMonioFdi)?JAto18.M IBST 

0181-96D9066 IHI 

CITYTRAVELLER DIRECT LTD hi 
4 &cmoor Sl London WIO 6BD^ . 2^ 
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